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PREFACE.

FOR conservatism, orthodoxy, broad theological scholarship, and, particularly,
for careful, conscientious, and patient study of all the elements of the Arminian
system of theology—the system which gave such complete satisfaction to his head
and heart—Dr. Summers was confessedly without a superior in the ranks of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. From the separate organization of the Church
until his death, he stood over Hymn-book and Discipline and theological
publications, as the guardian of orthodoxy, saving the Church from the taint of
many an incipient heresy. For seven consecutive years (1875-1882) the material
collected in this work was read as a series of lectures before the theological
students of Vanderbilt University. Throughout this period of the active discharge
of the duties of his chair, Dr. Summers was at work with untiring diligence,
recasting, amending, and enlarging his course of instruction. All the lectures were
subjected to repeated revision, and many portions to frequent rewriting. It may
well be supposed that this instructed scribe fairly got his mind expressed upon the
great topics of Systematic Theology, concerning which the studies of a life-time
so well qualified him to pronounce. A conviction of the permanent value of results
thus wrought out, and of the pressing need for such a body of divinity in the
Church, has led to the preparation of these volumes.

This work is at once a complete system of Wesleyan Arminian divinity and an
exhaustive commentary on the Twenty-five Articles of Religion which embody
the doctrinal views of American Methodists. It is believed to answer a twofold
purpose: first, It may be presented to the theological world as a reliable, full, and,
in some sense, authoritative, exposition of Evangelical Arminianism as developed
within the limits of Southern Methodism; and, secondly, It may serve as a
standard text and reference-book for ministers of religion and for students of
divinity throughout the Connection. Every Church owes it to itself to provide the
former; and no pains have been spared to adapt the publication to the latter use.
To this end the matter has been carefully distributed into Books, Parts, Chapters,
and Sections, to all of which it has been the aim to prefix pertinent and suggestive
titles, these titles being finally gathered up into an exhaustive analytical table of
contents. For this part of the work, as well as the appended glossary of theological
terms, the writer of this preface is alone responsible.

In the revision of Dr. Summers's MS., it was found necessary, in order to bring
the publication as nearly as possible abreast of recent scholarship, to make some



additions. These additions, whether prepared by the present writer or selected
from standard authorities (of whom the learned Wesleyan theologian, Dr. Pope,
has been the chief), are always indicated. When inserted in the body of the text,
they are inclosed in square brackets, thus: [ ]. When added as foot-notes, they are
signed with the initial, "T." There are two exceptions, however, to these rules.
Two entire chapters, Chapter L. of the Introduction, and Chapter IL., Part I., Book
III., on the "Certainty of Christ's Resurrection," were inserted without using the
brackets, or appending the initial to the foot-notes occurring in them.

The preparation of these volumes has been a labor of love. By unceasing
kindnesses did Dr. Summers endear himself to that student of his to whose lot it
has fallen to prepare for the press this last gift of his departed instructor to the
Church he loved and served so well. May God's blessing give the work a mission
of real usefulness:

JIJ.T.
Vanderbilt University,
Christmas Eve, 1887.
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SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY.

CHAPTER L.
OUTLINE VIEW OF THEOLOGICAL SCIENCE.
§ 1. Systematic Theology.

SYSTEMATIC theology may here be compendiously defined as the scientific
form of the truths of revelation. The literal significance of the term theology, as
well as its earlier and more exact usage, would confine it to the immediate
doctrine concerning God, his existence, nature, and perfections; but an adequate
definition of theology as the science of religion, and as co-extensive with divinity,
must include, in addition to the doctrine of God, the doctrine of divine things. So
far as revealed truths are doctrinal—i.e., proposed to man for belief—systematic
theology becomes dogmatics; so far as these truths are practical—i.e., regulative
of human conduct—systematic theology resolves itself into Christian ethics, or
moral theology.

§ 2. The Circle of the Theological Sciences.

Various divisions of the whole field of theological research have been
proposed, and have found wider or narrower adoption among theologians.*

[* English and American theological literature has been singularly deficient in treatises
upon the number and distribution of the theological sciences, and the order and method of
their study. Some practical suggestions concerning studies suitable for the minister and
theologian, and the formation of studious habits, are usually embraced in books on pastoral
theology; but there is no attempt at scientific or exhaustive treatment. A posthumous
volume on Theological Encyclopedia, compiled from the seminary lectures of Dr.
McClintock, was published in 1873; and Dr. Henry B. Smith began, but did not live to
complete, a more elaborate treatise. In some of the earlier issues of the Bibliotheca Sacra,
Professor E.A. Park translated a few of Tholuck's lectures on Methodology. Professor
W.G.T. Shedd has also written an essay on "The Method and Influence of Theological
Studies," This is about the sum of our express American literature in this department. In
view of this evident poverty, some disappointment must be confessed that Drs. Crooks and
Hurst did not give themselves time to collect the materials and furnish an original
contribution to the literature of Encyclopedia and Methodology. Of course we know that
they were very well able to do this, but such knowledge only intensifies the disappointment.
Since, however, a selection was to be made among the numerous German authors,
Hagenbach was doubtless a most judicious choice. Crooks and Hurst's edition of



Hagenbach is the best and most complete work on this subject accessible to the American
student. |

Schleiermacher divides theology generally into (1) philosophical, (2) historical,
and (3) practical. To philosophical theology are assigned (1) apologetics, or the
vindication of the divine revelation contained in the Scriptures, and the defense
of the Christian system against all external or non-Christian attacks; and (2)
polemics, or the establishment of Christian truth through the refutation of all
heterodox systems, doctrinal heresies, and local or individual errors, as developed
within the limits of the Christian Church itself. Historical theology embraces (1)
exegetics, or acquaintance with original Christianity, the records of which remain
as a perpetual deposit in the Church, including Biblical archaeology, introduction,
criticism, and interpretation—in short, Biblical theology in the widest sense, as
the perfect fruit of the combination of all exegetical study; (2) ecclesiastical
history, or an account of the subsequent course, development, and extension of
Christianity, with due prominence given to the history of doctrines; (3) the
presentation of the present state of Christianity (a) as to doctrine (dogmatics), (b)
as to general welfare and relations (statistics). Practical theology includes (1)
worship (liturgies), homiletics, and the pastoral care; (2) Church government.

Godet classifies theology as (1) speculative, or the knowledge of salvation; and
(2) practical, or the art of saving men. Under the first division he places (1)
exegetical (2) dogmatic, and (3) historical theology; under the second (1) Church
government, (2) missions, and (3) apologetics.

Dr. W.F. Warren, of Boston University, following Schleiermacher, but making
a distinct advance and improvement upon him, suggests the following
distribution: 1. The Church in its origin in time, including (1) introduction; (2)
Biblical theology; (3) Biblical history, archaeology, etc. 2. The Church in its
development in time, including (1) doctrine history; (2) Church history; (3)
dogmatics and polemics; and (4) Church government. 3. The Church in its final
consummations, which would embrace the teachings of revelation concerning the
future development of the Church to the end of time; and, finally, eschatology, or
the doctrine of the last things—namely, death, the intermediate state, resurrection,
judgment, heaven, and hell.

These three systems—German, French, American—afford sufficient illustration
of the current distribution of the vast materials of theology into appropriate
subordinate sciences, and of the arrangement and interdependence of these
sciences themselves. For all the practical purposes of the student, the
time-honored division of theology into (1) exegetical, (2) historical, (3)
systematic, and (4) practical will be found the most useful. The schemes noted are
sagacious and suggestive. This last is comprehensive, perspicuous, and logical,
and has the additional advantage of having become familiar through its general



adoption by theological instructors and writers. The name of each division is
sufficiently indicative of the studies included in it.

§ 3. Religion and Theology.

Kant defines religion as the acknowledgment of our duties as divine
commands.* According to Hagenbach, religion, piety, the fear of God, godliness,
is "primarily neither knowledge nor action, but rather a definite state of feeling,
which is to be developed into a clear and rational consciousness through the
exercise of intelligent reflection, and into a firmly established disposition through
the moral determination of the will; as the true principle of life, it is to permeate
the whole inner man, and to manifest itself externally as the highest fruitage of
human nature."f{ In this definition may plainly be discerned the influence of
Schleiermacher's theology of feeling, but for our present purpose it may be
accepted as approximately correct. Now theology is first of all science,
knowledge. "Theology," says Dr. Knapp, "is the knowledge of God carried to the
highest degree of perfection in respect to correctness, clearness, and evidence of
which it is susceptible in this world; and a theologian or divine is one who not
only understands himself the doctrines of religion, but is able to explain, prove,
and defend them, and teach them to others."** Theology has revealed truth,
indeed, for its subject-matter, but it is, nevertheless, a human science of divine
things, and as such is neither infallible nor necessary to salvation. All Churches
make a distinction between the clergy and laity with respect to required
subscription to articles of faith, and it is possible for an unlettered Christian man
devoutly to reverence Father, Son, and Holy Spirit without being able to grasp the
scientific doctrine of the Trinity, and to rely upon the divine sacrifice and
mediation of Christ without theological instruction concerning atonement and the
person of Christ. On the other hand, the most learned theologian may be a bad
man, and fail of present or eternal salvation. Dr. Pope's representation
("Compendium of Christian Theology," Vol. L., p. 25) of religion as an art
corresponding to theology as its science seems, therefore, hardly correct; the
connection between the two is not constant and necessary. While religious life is
not dependent upon the copiousness and precision of theological scholarship, the
theologian who would work out the largest results in his science must himself
have deep experience of the things of God. "That man is not the best theologian,"
says J.A. Turretin, "who is the greatest disputant; but he who exhibits an
exemplary life himself, and who teaches others to be exemplary in their lives. In
things necessary to salvation, let every man become his own theologian."

[* As is well known, the etymology of religion is dubious. Cicero (De Natura Deorum,
ii. 28) derives it from relegere (to go over again in thought or speech, to ponder, to
consider); while the Christian father, Lactantius (Div. Inst., iv. 28), expressly rejects this
etymology of Cicero's, and derives the term from religare (to bind again).]



[t Crooks and Hurst's "Theo. Ency. and Meth.," p. 25. Karl R. Hagenbach (1801-1874)
was an earnest and able expounder of the "mediation" theology. Reared in a Church in
which the extremest orthodoxy held undisputed sway, and greatly influenced in his
theological development by the writings of Herder, and the academical instructions of
Lucke, at Bonn; of Schleiermacher and Neander, whom he regarded as his masters while
at Berlin; and of DeWette, at Basle, he attained a balance of the critical, conservative, and
constructive faculties which gave him special qualifications for his duties as a theological
instructor when he was called to be professor ordinarius at Basle in 1829.]

[** "Christian Theology," p. 26.]
§ 4. Expansion of the Definition of Dogmatics.

The definition of systematic theology, or dogmatics—for an old and widely
prevalent usage regards the two terms as practically synonymous—contained in
§ 1 may on first consideration appear to be too exclusively Biblical, either as
implying the retention of the exact form of Biblical statement and treatment, or
as referring the whole of dogmatics to the Bible as its on/y source, to the exclusion
of reason, nature, and history. But this is not the case.

1. Let us consider the form which systematic theology gives to Christian truth.
Biblical theology and Biblical dogmatics are very intimately related, and,
consequently, are easily confounded. The definition is not Biblical as opposed to
dogmatic, for the relation of Biblical theology to dogmatics is that of the complete
collection of materials to the organized system, and the transformation from
exegetical to dogmatic form is implied in the designation of dogmatics as
scientific. Science involves not simply the study of facts or truths in the order in
which these are brought to our notice, but generalization from particulars,
classification of materials, and systematic exposition. Biblical and systematic
theology are one, inasmuch as they both have the truths of Scripture for their
subject-matter; they differ in their methods of treatment. The former endeavors to
present doctrine as it lies in the Scriptures, and to trace its individual treatment in,
and development through, the various books of the inspired record. Accordingly,
in the Old Testament it presents us with patriarchal, Mosaic, and prophetical
theologies; and in the New with Pauline, Petrine, and Johannine types of doctrine.
Its methods are purely exegetical and rigidly historical; it is consequently the
indispensable basis of a reliable and catholic system of Bible dogmatics. It
persistently avoids all dogmatic or confessional predilections. Systematic theology
initially demonstrates or assumes, as the outcome of the previous investigations
of apologetics, the inspiration, sufficiency, and infallible authority of the
Scriptures, and then arranges and expounds all Bible truths with this character
impressed upon them. But Biblical theology does not take inspiration or
infallibility, necessary consistency and freedom from error, for a beginning point
or formative principle; but, adhering strictly to exegetical and historical
methods—which may and do, indeed, demonstrate inspiration—works out the



exact doctrinal contents of each document of the Bible, and arrives at its own
appropriate results. Systematic theology takes this same matter, and, in the use of
both inductive and deductive methods, transforms it into the organized or
dogmatic form. All the laws of thought and powers of intellect, brought into
legitimate exercise in effecting this change of form, are included in, and approved
by, the definition.

The result, whether by analysis or synthesis, is the scientific presentation of each doctrine and
class of doctrine, and the entire compass of theology. In this way—that is, by the rigorous
processes of induction and deduction—systematic theology arrives at a clear and distinct
apprehension of every article of the faith. For instance, its doctrine of sin is the result of a wide
and exhaustive examination of a large number of testimonies in Scripture and experience, which
force conviction on the mind that one, and one only, theory can account for all the facts. The same
may be said of its doctrine of the person of Christ, which is inductively established by a
comparison of many passages, none of which individually contain a formal statement. . . . In
common with all the sciences, theology has its phraseology of conventions—partly of scriptural
precedent or suggestion, partly of human appointment. Conventional terms are necessary in all
knowledge; the symbols of ideas once settled are, and ought to be, unchangeable. The systematic
arrangement of divine truth requires them, and has enlisted them in great variety. It has its precise
technical terminology, the fixing of which has been the result of sound inductive processes, and
the accurate maintenance of which gives its precision to our study. Revelation, Inspiration,
Scripture, Faith, Trinity, Substance, Person, are instances of terms which have their established
conventional meaning.*

[* Dr. W.B. Pope, "Compendium of Christian Theology," Vol. L., pp. 26, 30.]

2. As to the sources of dogmatics, the definition is not Biblical in the sense of
excluding reason and nature, as affording proper materials for the use of theology.
The primitive revelations of God in external nature, and in the mind and
conscience of man, commonly summarized in treatises on natural theology, are
expressly acknowledged and absorbed by the complementary, corrective, and final
revelation. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his
handiwork," etc. (Ps. xix. 1-6.) "Nevertheless, he left not himself without witness,
in that he did good; and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our
hearts with food and gladness." (Acts xiv. 17.; ¢f. Acts xvii. 27, 28.) "For the
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so
that they are without excuse." (Rom. i. 20.; ¢f. Rom. i1. 14, 15.)

3. Again, this Biblical definition is not exclusive of a proper historical
treatment of the doctrines of revealed truth. Inasmuch as the history of doctrines
is not only helpful, but necessary to the attainment of our own final, scientific or
dogmatic form, we are entitled to its use. This use of doctrinal history should not,
however, be given a prominent place in the definition, as it is tributary and
subordinate to the specific ends sought, and systematic theology should not be
made to usurp the large place assigned to historical