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PREFATORY NOTE

O the general reader, the book of Proverbs,
'with its common-sense epigrams and sen-
tentious aphorisms, might seem to be the last por-
tion of Scripture requiring any attempt at eluci-
dation. But it is just because its chapters abound
in pithy truisms that the marrow is often lost
sight of by thosc who have been accustomed to
hearing or reading them all their lives.

The present work is an attempt to press home
upon the heart and conscience, with a view to the
increase of every-day godliness, this distinctively
practical portion of the word of God.

The ‘¢ Authorized’ Version is used in the text,
save where a uniform rendering of certain words
seemed conducive to clearness, and where some
other translation better expressed the thought of
the original. Wherever changes have been made,
the reader may rest assured competent authorities
have been consulted, the marginal readings of the
Englishman’s Hebrew Bible being generally pre-
ferred. The poetical arrangement has been used,
as more capable of clearly manifesting the con-
trasts, as well as the parallelisms, so abundant in
this great storehouse of practical instruction.

Throughout, an effort has been made to bring
to the reader’s attention some Scriptural exam-
ples of the proverbial statements. This feature
of the work will, it is sincerely hoped, be a means
of stimulating the reader to more careful, earnest
Bible study.

H. A. IRONSIDE.

August 1, 1907. ‘
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Notes on the Book of Proverbs

INTRODUCTION

THE royal preacher, in the book of Ecclesias-

tes, after relating so graphically the story
of his weary search for happiness ‘‘under the
sun,” with its disappointing result, leading to
the oft-repeated lament, ‘“Vanity of vanities;
all is vanity and vexation of spirit,” directs
those who would escape the devious paths he
had himself trodden to the consideration of the
collection of proverbs which he had “sought
out, and set in order.” The last seven verses of
Ecclesiastes form a fitting introduction to the
book which in our Bibles immediately pre-
cedes it. )

Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, all is vanity.

And, moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he
still taught the people knowledge.

Yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in
order many proverbs.

The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words:

And that written was upright; words of truth.
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8 Notes on Proverbs

The words of the wise are as goads,
And as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies,

Having been given from one Shepherd.

And further, by these, my son be admonished :

Of making many books there is no end;

And much study is a weariness of the flesh.

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

Fear God, and keep His commandments:

For this is the whole duty of man.

For God shall bring every work into judgment,

With every secret thing, whether it be good or whether
it be evil. —Ecc. 12: 8-14,

In these words we have the divine reason for
the book of Proverbs. God would save all who
heed what is there recorded from the hLeart-
breaking experiences and aimless wanderings of
the man who was chosen to write them.

There are two ways of learning the emptiness

" of the world and the true character of sin. One,
and by far the commonest way, is to tread the
thorny path each for himself. To do so is to
taste to the full the bitterness of departure from
God. The only right way is to learn it all in
His presence, accepting His word regarding it;
and thus enabling the obedient disciple to say,
“ Concerning the works of men, by the word of
Thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the
destroyer” (Psa. 17: 4).

The bitter disappointments, the skeptical
darkness, and the weary heart of Solomon as
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Introduction 9

a result of his trusting to his own wisdom, so
strongly delineated in the record of the tempests
of his soul, need never be the portion of the child
of God who orders his steps in the truth.

Human collections of wisdom and instruction
are, after all, but the thoughts of men like our-
selves. In the wisdom-literature of the Bible,
we have, as everywhere else in Scripture, the
very breathings of the Spirit of God. And this
is amazing grace: to think that He who spoke
worlds into being, who wrought out redemp-
tion when man had fallen, who shall eventually
bring in a new heaven and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness; to think, I repeat, that
He, the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eter-
nity, should stoop in grace to give instruction
for the very details of His creatures’ lives down
here, is cause for worship and admiration for-
ever.

What an importance attaches to all that I do
if the God who created me and redeemed me
does not consider it beneath His notice to in-
struct me concerning my behavior in the fam-
ily, my place in society, and my methods in
business. All are under His eye; and if I act in
accordance with the book of Proverbs, I shall
‘“behave myself wisely, in a perfect way,” in ev-
ery relationship of life.

To some who prate much of heavenly truth
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10 Notes on Proverbs

while failing to enter into its intensely practical
side, it may seem a far cry from Pauline flights
to the commonplaces of Solomon; but to the
Christian who would not be like Ephraim, “a
cake not turned,” but would hold the balance
of truth, the precepts and warnings of Proverbs
will have their place along with the precious
truths of Ephesians.

The “ribbon of blue’’ on the border of the pi-
ous Israelite’s garment set forth the heavenly
character of the believer’s habits. Such an az-
ure ribbon is the book of Proverbs, when the
light of the New Testament revelation shines
upon it, making known the behavior suited to
the one who is dead, buried and risen with
Christ. True, these glorious doctrines will not
be found stated in the Old Testament: they be-
long to the special unfoiding of truth revealed
through the apostle Paul. But as ‘‘the right-
eous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,” so
the soul that most deeply enters into the reality
of new creation will most appreciate the instruc-
tion of the great practical book of the Old Tes-
tament.

Like all other Scripture, it has been * written
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
ages have arrived.”
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Introduction < 11

To turn, then, to the structure of the book: it
did not attain its present fulness till the days
of Hezekiah ; that is, though all equally God-
breathed, it did not exist in the form of one
book until that date, as chapter 25:1 makes
plain.

The main divisions would seem to be as fol-
lows:

Chapters 1 to 9, inclusive: Wisdom and Folly
contrasted.

Chapters 10 to 24: A collection of proverbs
written by Solomon and set in order by him-
self.

Chapters 25 to 29: *“ Also proverbs of Solo-
mon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah
copied out.”

Chapter 30: The burden, or oracle, of an oth-
erwise unknown sage named Agur the son of
Jakeh.

Chapter 31: Instruction given to king Lemuel
by his mother. This name was probably be-
stowed upon Solomon as a child by Bath-sheba.
In that case, the description of the virtuous
woman given by one who had herself, at one
time, been betrayed from the path of virtue, is
worthy of the God of all grace. Itis an acros-
tic poem, arranged according to the letters of
the Hebrew alphabet.
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12 Notes on Proverbs.

Such is the arrangement of the book we pur-
pose studying. As a part of “all Scripture,”
we may rest assured we shall find it ¢ profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for
instruction in righteousness,” helping to perfect
the man of God unto all good works.
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13

CHAPTER ONE

THE first four verses would seem to justify

the title given long since to this remark-
able collection of sayings—‘‘ The Young Man’s
Book.”

|1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king

of Israel :
2 To know wisdom and instruction ;
To perceive the sayings of intelligence ;
3 To receive the instruction of understanding,
Righteousness, and judgment, and equity;
4 To give prudence to the simple,
To the young man knowledge and discretion.

There are ten words used in this brief intro-
ductory portion, which, inasmuch as most of
them recur again and again in the course of the
book, should be well weighed in beginning its
study. Nomne are mere synonyms used pedantic-
ally, and therefore idly; but as ‘‘every word of
God is pure,”’ so these terms throughout are em-
ployed with admirable precision.

The *‘ wisdom " of verse 2 is ‘‘ skilfulness "—the

ability to use knowledge aright. It occurs
thirty-seven times in this one book.
‘ Instruction” in the same verse, as also in the
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14 Notes on Proverbs

one following, is used to translate a Hebrew
word which occurs twenty-six times in Prov-
erbs, and is once rendered “chasteneth,” and
once ‘‘ chastening”’ (chaps. 13: 24; 3:11). Itis
so translated in Job 5:17, and in Isa. 26: 16.
The meaning is, ‘‘ to teach by discipline.”

“Intelligence” in verse 2, rendered * under-
standing” in the A. V., has practically the mean-
ing which in English we attach to the word
‘““discernment.”

““Understanding” in the 3d verse (* wisdom "
in the A.V.) is a word seldom found in Scrip-
ture, and has the force of ‘‘to bereave,” or ‘to
miscarry.” The ‘‘sayings of bereavement’
might not exactly express the thought; but it
conveys the idea of learning through the un-
happy experiences of others, or of oneself.

“Righteousness” of verse 3 (‘justice,”” A.V.)
refers to conduct, and might be rendered “ right
behavior.”

“Judgment” is equivalent to ‘“‘decisions.” It
is the ability to ‘ try the things that differ.”

“Equity” refers to principles, rather than
conduct. It is uprightness, or moral integrity.

“ Prudence’ (‘“‘subtilty,” A.V.) in verse 4 is
in the original ‘““craftiness.” As used here it
conveys the ability to detect that in others
“ Wise as serpents’’ answers to it in the New
Testament.
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Chapter One 15

“Knowledge” is “information of a sound
character.”

“Discretion” is ‘thoughtfulness,” a charac-
teristic in which the young are generally lack-
ing, but which becomes manifest in one who
feeds upon the word of God.

In these ten words we have the description of
of a well-rounded character, and it is important
to remember that the study and practice of
God’s truth alone can produce it. To the young
man this part of Holy Scripture especially ap-
peals therefore, giving him needed furnishing for
his path through the world.

5 A wise man will hear, and wiil increase learning ;
And a man of intelligence shall attain unto wise
counsels :
6 To understand a proverb, and the interpretation :
The words of the wise, and their dark sayings:

It is only the self-confident blusterer who con-
siders himself superior to instruction. Readi-
ness to learn is ever characteristie of the truly
wise. That which is worthy of our contempla-
tion is not always simply expressed; for God
would have the senses exercised to discern both
good and evil. It must be evident to any tyro
that were it God’s desire but to impart infor-
mation to His creatures concerning the way to
heaven and Christian responsibility, He could
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16 Notes on Proverbs

have done 8o in a much simpler way than that
through which He has chosen to give us His
truth, But this would have done away with
that exercise which is both for our blessing and
for His glory. Hence the exhortation, * Study
to show thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2: 15).
“Dark sayings’ become luminous when the
man of God studies them having eyes anointed
with the eye-salve of the Spirit of truth.

7 The fedar of the Lord is the beginning of knowl-
edge:
But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Thus on the threshold of this treasure-house of
wisdom we are presented with one of the sharp
contrasts with which the book abounds. There
is no true knowledge apart from the fear of the
Lord. All that pretends to the name, and ig-
nores Him, is but folly. It is well for “the
young man’’ to bear this in mind when meeting
the many pseudo-scientific theories now abroad.
Philosophers and savants have cast to the
winds the fear of the Lord, and ruled Him out
of His own creation. ‘‘ Professing themselves
to be wise, they became fools.” Hence the
abounding absurdities that are readily accepted
by the ignorant as science and true philosophy.
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Chapter One 17

Science means exact knowledge. To call by
such a name the wild guesses of evolutionists
and infidel biologists is but word-prostitution.
Hypotheses, however original and erudite, are
not acience. There never has been, and never
will be, a conflict between the Bible and science,
The conflict comes in between the Bible and un.
believers' vain theorizing; as, also, between re-
ligious notions unsupported by Scripture and
scientific facts.

8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father,
And forsake not the law of thy mother:

9 Fol:; thjy shall be an ornament of grace unto thy
ead,
And chains about thy neck.

Throughout the Bible obedience to parents is
coupled with subjection to God. Those expos-
itors who sce in the ten commandments four
precepts Godward and six manward would
seem, therefore, to have missed the mind of the
Spirit. The view would appear unquestionably
correct which gives five ordinances to each ta.
ble. ‘‘lonor thy father and thy mother: that
thy days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee' is the last of the
firat acries. It is the recognition of Divine au-
thority and the subject place belonging to the
creature.
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18 Notes on Proverbs

Nor does responsibility as to this become less
in the case of such as ‘“‘are not under law, but
under grace.” In Eph.6:1 we read, * Children,
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is
right.” And immediately attention is drawn
to the preeminent character of this precept in
the law. It is ‘“‘the first commandment with
promise.”” Col. 3: 20 is similar: *‘ Children,
obey your parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord.”

Believing children should be patterns of filial
obedience, that thus they may adorn the doc-
trine of Christ. Young people professing allegi-
ance to the Lord, who are impudent and insub-
ject to those over them in the home are a sad
reproach to the name of Him whom they are
supposed to serve. To hear a father’s instruc-
tion and to cleave to a mother’s law; these are
the choice ornaments that beautify the young
saint.

Disobedience to parents the apostle classes
among the evidences of the last-day apostasy
(2 Tim.3:1-5). Itis the crying sin of the pres-
ent lawless times, and presages the awful hour
of doom soon to strike. The Scriptural ¢ Chil-
dren, obey your parents’ has almost univer-
sally been superseded by * Parents, obey your
children.” It is a sowing of the wind. The
whirlwind will yet have to be reaped. The hu-
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Chapter One 19

man will disdains being brooked in any way.
Terrible will be the outcome when, having cast
off all parental authority, men will throw aside
every vestige of allegiance to Divine authority
likewise, and will rush upon the thick bosses of
the Almighty, as portrayed in the solemn chap-
ters of the closing book of the Bible.

10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.
11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood,
Let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause :
12 Let us swallow them up alive as sheol;
And whole, as those those that go down to the pit-
13 We shall find all precious substance,
We shall fill our houses with spoil :
14 Cast in thy lot among us;
Let us all have one purse:
15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them;
Refrain thy foot from their path:
16 For their feet run to evil,
And make haste to shed blood.
17 Surel{ :3 vain the net is spread in the sight of any
ird.
18 And they lay wait for their own blood ;
They lurk privily for their own lives.
19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy of
ain ;

Which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.

Two things the young man is solemnly warn-
ed against here: evil companionships and *cov-
etousness, which is idolatry.”

The line of demarcation between the children
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20 Notes on Proverbs

of God and the children of wrath is sharply
drawn in the inspired Word. ‘Come out from
among them, and be ye separate,” is the com-
mand of the Lord. If sinners entice, appealing
to the lust of the human heart, turn away from
them. Their entreaties are only defiling. Noth-
ing pleases them better than to have the young
man cast in his lot with them, all having one
purse; but it is an ungodly fellowship, in which
the believer can have no part. “O my soul,
come not thou into their secret; unto their as-
sembly, mine honor, be not thou united” (Gen.
49: 6).

The only safe course is to part company at
once. ‘‘Walk not thou in the way with them.”
Clean-cut separation from the world in all its
forms is the path of blessing. Many a young
Christian makes shipwreck because of dallying
with the world on the plea, perchance, of im-
proving it. Such a course is folly, and a great
mistake. ‘“Refrain thy foot from their path:
for their feet run to evil;” and if you venture
first to ‘““walk” in their way, you will soon be
“running”’ with them.

Nor can you plead ignorance in the day of
your spiritual and moral breakdown; for God’s
word had cast a light on your way, disclosing
the net spread now in plain sight, and warning
you against the treacherous wiles of the devil.
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Chapter One 21

In contrast to the entreaty of the wicked, the

next section gives the voice of Wisdom, plead-
ing that she be heard and heeded.

20 Wisdom cneth without;
She uttereth her voice in the streets :
21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse,

In the openings of the gates:
In the city she uttereth her sayings,

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity ?
And [ye] scomers delight in your scorning,

And [ye] fools hate knowledge ?

23 Turn you at my reproof :
Behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you,
I will make known my words unto you.

Throughout this first division, including chap-
ters 1 to 9, Wisdom is personified. She is ever
seeking to turn the steps of the young man from
the door of folly and ignorance to the temple of
knowledge and blessing. Here she is presented
as one crying in public places, eagerly seeking
to attract the attention of the passers-by. In
the marts of commerce, at the gates of justice,
in the centres of population, among the idlers on
the streets; everywhere she pleads and entreats,
beseeching the simple to obey her voice. She is
met by, not always positive refusal, but, what
is far more common and equally as dangerous:
procrastination. ‘“Until when,’”’ she cries, ‘““ye
simple ones, will ye cleave to your folly ?”’ But
there is no response.
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22 Notes on Proverbs

Others definitely refuse to listen to her voice.
Scornfully rejecting her testimony, they delight
in their fancied independence of mind, and mani-
fest their true character by their hatred of
knowledge.

To all such she addresses a warning of com-
ing calamity, when it will be too late to heed
her gracious invitation.

24 Because | have called, and ye refused ;
I have stretched out my hand, and no man at-
tended ;
25 But ye have set at naught all my counsel,
And would none of my reproofy:
26 | also will laugh at your calamity,
I will mock when your fear cometh ;
27 When your fear cometh as a tempest,
And your destruction cometh as a whirlwind ;
When distress and anguish cometh upon you.
28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not an-
swer';
They shall seek me early, but they shall not find
me:
29 For that they hated knowledge,
And did not choose the fear of Jehovah:

30 They would none of my counsel:
They despised all my reproof.
31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own

way,
And be filled with their own devices.

32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them,
And the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.
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Chapter One 23

33 But whoso harkeneth unto me shall dwell safely,
And shall be quiet from fear of evil.*

It must be evident to all how like this is to
the gospel call, with its attendant warning of
coming judgment if despised. On the face of it,
it is the Old Testament way of saying, ¢ Be not
deceived ; God is not mocked : for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” (Gal. 6:
7,8). The principle abides whether applied to
sinners or saints. But surely in Wisdom’s cry
the “ ministry of reconciliation” may be readily
recognized. Itis

“ God beseeching, man refusing
To be made forever glad.”

* These words must ever possess a tender and pre-
cious interest for the writer. It was through having
learned them as a lad in the Sunday-school that 1
was, when fourteen years of age, truly awakened by
the Spirit of God to see the awful result of rejecting
the call of the gospel. Unable to shake off the vivid
impression of God’s righteous wrath if I longer refused
His grace, I fell down before Him confessing myself
a lost, undone sinner, and found in John 3: 16 the
solace my conscience needed: “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” It was a night to be remembered
forever!
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24 Notes on Proverbs

And what must the inevitable result be ?

Ah, dear, unsaved reader, if into the hands of
such a one these pages fall, remember there is
not only a world in which you can say ‘“No”
to God, the God of all grace; there is also a
world in which He will say ‘“No”’ to you, if you
meet Him as the God of judgment. There is
not only a scene in which Wisdom'’s cry can be
despised ; there is also a scene where your cry
shall be despised if you enter it a rejecter of the
message of grace. There is not only a place
where you, in your folly and carelessness of
heart, can laugh at the entreaties of Wisdom; a
day comes on apace when Wisdom shall laugh
at your calamity and mock your bitter an-
guish.

Mark well; it 18 not God as such who will
ever laugh at the grief of one of His creatures,
however abandoned and iniquitous: it is Wis-
dom who speaks. That Wisdom which you
now despise will then mock your hopeless
wails.

What can be worse for a lost soul than to
have to remember, in the abyss of woe, gospel
messages once indifferently listened to, the
Word of God once treated as a subject unfit for
serious consideration; and then to have to cry
in despair, ‘Jesus died, yet I'm in hell! He
gave Himself for sinners. He provided a way
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Chapter One 25

of salvation for me, but, like the fool that I was,
I spurned His grace till grace was withdrawn,
the door of mercy was closed, and now I am to
be on the wrong side of that closed door for-
ever|’” Thus will Wisdom laugh at your ca-
lamity, if you go out into eternity in your sin.

Nor can any blame God that it has fared so ill
with them. All shall own that it was because
they hated knowledge and chose not Jehovah's
fear. Turning away with the simple, they are
slain ; prospering in their folly, they are de-
stroyed. So shall it be with all who despise
Wisdom and ignore her entreaties.

But all who harken shall dwell safely, forever
quiet from fear of evil. ‘‘Many sorrows shall
be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the
Lord, mercy shall compass him about” (Psa.
32:10).

Nor must we think only of the warning to the
unconverted. Even to those who are secure for
eternity an apostle had to write, ‘“ See then that
ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding
what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5: 15, 17).
It is true of saints as of sinners that we reap as
we sow. The believer cannot take his own way
with impunity. If he turns away from the
house of Wisdom, to pursue the path of folly, he
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26 Notes on Proverbs

too must hear the mocking laugh at last of that
Wisdom which he had dared to despise. The
chastisement of the Lord must invariably fol-
low departure from the ways that be in Christ.
It is important to remember that the moment
a poor sinner trusts the Lord Jesus as his Sa-
viour, his responsibility as a criminal having to
do with the Judge is over forever. ‘ There is
therefore now no condemnation to them that
are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). But, that
very moment, his responsibility as a child hav-
ing to do with his Father begins; and that Fa-
ther, ““ without respect of persons, judgeth ac-
cording to every man'’s work” (1 Pet, 1:17).

His new responsibility springs from his new
relationship. Henceforth he is to “reckon him-
self dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:11).
If he fails to do this, and allows himself to be-
come indifferent to the will of God, he must
know the rod of His discipline.

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptation, and to reserve the unjust
unto the day of judgment to be punished”
(2 Pet.2:9). Itisin this world that the Chris-
tian is dealt with for his failures. The unjust
will be dealt with in that day of wrath; though
even here sin brings suffering in their case as
well.
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Chapter One- 27

Let us remember, then, that ‘‘the time 1is
come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the
end be of them that know not the gospel of
God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved,
where shall the ungodly and the sinner ap-
pear?”’ (1 Pet. 4:17, 18).
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CHAPTER TWO

IN the opening verses the secret that so many
have sought in vain is made known: how
to find the knowledge of God. After all, there is
very little mystery about it. The Christian
need not be scholarly and profound to under-
stand the Scripture of truth. Itis condition of
soul, rather than a well-furnished mind, that is
required. God has given His word. He ex-
horts us to search it in dependence upon His
Holy Spirit, who is now come to guide us into
all truth.
1| My son, if thou wilt receive my sayings,
And lay up my commandments with thee;
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom,
And apply thy heart to understanding ;
3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge;
And liftest up thy voice for understanding;
4 If thou seekest her as silver,
And searchest for her as for hid treasures;

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of Jehovah,
And find the knowledge of God.

It is no careless reading of the Scriptures that
is here indicated. The soul is exhorted to ‘re-
ceive” these sayings. This is something more
than a cursory examination of them. The say-
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Chapter Two 29

ings of God must be received into the heart.
And there they are to be ‘“laid up,” or “hid-
den.” The ear must be inclined to wisdom; the
heart applied to understanding; while the
mouth cries after knowledge, and the voice is
lifted up for that which will give spiritual in-
telligence. The whole being is thus devoted to
the search for the truth. As men dig deep for
silver and make diligent effort to locate hidden
treasure, so the earnest seeker must dig into the
word of God, and be not content with surface
findings. When thus esteeming the words of
His mouth as more than one’s necessary food,
the result i8 certain: ‘‘ Then shalt thou under-
stand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowl-
edge of God.”

It is to be feared that even among those who
hold and value much precious truth, diligent
Bible study is on the wane. It is well to re-
member that reading books about the Bible is a
very different thing to searching the Word for
oneself. Notes and expositions may be helpful.
If the writer did not so believe, he would not
now be putting pen to paper. But if these
works of uninspired men be permitted to take
the place of the sure Word of the living God, the
result can only be baneful in the extreme. The
result of such one-sided study will be that men
will draw their thoughts from one another, in
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place of from the great reservoir of truth itself.
This will result in a dry intellectuality which is
the very opposite of a fresh, vigorous spiritu-
ality.
6 For Jehovah giveth wisdom;
Out of His mouth cometh knowledge and under-
standing.

7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous;
He is a buckler to them that walk upnghtly.

8 He keepeth the paths of judgment,
And preserveth the way of His saints.
9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judg-
ment,
And equity; yea, every good path.

Intimately connected, ever, must be the search
for truth and the walking in it when received.
Where there is a single eye and a true heart,
characterized by earnest desire to live in the
power of the truth revealed to the soul, He
whose truth it is will be a buckler, or defence,
for His own, keeping them safely as they tread
the paths of judgment; thus preserving their
way. Itis by so walking that one shall daily
increase in the knowledge of righteousness,
judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.
Very different is this from mere meutal adhesion
to a certain theological system, or a particular
school of biblical lore. It is not so much ‘hold-
ing the truth,” as being held by that truth. Be-
tween the two states there is a vast difference.
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““Vain talkers and deceivers’” abound, who
speak ‘“great swelling words,” and boast of
their knowledge of prophetic and dispensa-
tional teaching, or of ecclesiastical truth, whose
unguarded ways and careless walk bring re-
proach upon the solemn and precious things
they profess to glory in. They seem to chew
the cud, but fail to manifest the divided hoof.
Such a course persisted in sears the conscience
and hardens the heart, till the most searching
ministry fails to make any impression upon
them.

The proper attitude for one who really holds
the truth, and its blessed results, are set forth
in the following verses:

10 When wisdom entereth into thy heart,
And knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;
11 Discretion shall preserve thee,
Understanding shall keep thee:
12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, -
From the man that speaketh froward things;
13 Who leave the paths of uprightness,
To walk in the ways of darkness;
14 Who rejoice to do evil,
And delight in the frowardness of the evil one;
15 Whose ways are crooked,
And perverse in their paths.

Wisdom and knowledge entering into the
heart and becoming pleasant to the soul, give
that discretion which preserves from evil; and
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the understanding, or discernment that keeps
from false ways. Two enemies are seen beset-
ting the feet of the young man. Here it is the
evil man; in the next few verses, the strange
woman. The evil man is the man who walks
in the pride of his heart and in independence of
God. This, to the young, seems very attrac-
tive, appealing to the natural mind. But to
follow the evil man is to ‘“leave the paths of
righteousness’” and to “walk in the ways of
darkness.” The truth of God possessing the
reins will deliver from this, keeping the recip-
ient of it from the self-willed ways of the evil
one and pointing out his crooked and perverse
paths. But this is not the only enemy seeking
to beguile the simple. The word of God is also
given
16 To deliver thee from the strange woman,

Even from the stranger which flattereth with her

sayings;
17 Which forsaketh the guide of her youth,
And forgetteth the covenant of her God.

Again and again we catch glimpses of this
strange woman flitting in and out in the pages
of our book. Who is she? Does she speak of
anything more than impurity and uncleanness?
Unquestionably the primary meaning is clear
on the face of the passages that concern her.
She is the ensnaring enemy of morality and vir-
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tue, who to-day, as in Solomon’s time, pursues
her nefarious traffic in the bodies and souls of
the young and unwary. Forsaking the guide
of her youth, forgetting the covenant of her
God, she gives herself up to impure pleasures
and soul-destroying lusts.

18 For her house inclineth unto death,
And her paths unto the dead.

19 None that go unto her return again
Neither attain they to the paths of life.

So true is this that those who have been en-
snared and fallen into ways of uncleanness go
through life under a blight from which they
never recover. The memory of unholy revels,
of filthy pollutions, will abide and prove a source
of shame and grief to the end. The more sin-

‘cere the repentance, the more truly will this be
the case.

But having considered all this, is there not
another meaning also to be taken from these
many warnings concerning the strange woman?
In a secondary sense it seems evident that as in
the evil man we have set forth independency of
God—rationalism run riot; so in the strange
woman we see false religion as eventually to be
headed up in Babylor the Great, the mother of
harlots and abominations that be upon the face
of the earth. How devious are her ways! How
subtle and deceptive her solicitations! And

3
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how truly can it be said that * her house inclin-
eth unto death, and her paths unto the dead!”

Only the word of God can preserve the soul
from her corruptions and keep the feet in the
paths of life.

20 That thou mayest walk in the ways of the good,
And keep the paths of the righteous.

21 For the upright shall dwell in the land,
And the perfect shall remain in it.

22 But the lawless shall be cut off from the earth,
And the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.

It is not the heavenly but the earthly hope
that here comes before us. The book of Pro-
verbs, like all the rest of the Old Testament
speaks of earthly things. The heavenly things
were as yet unrevealed. So it is the portion of
the godly Israelite that is here presented to us.
He shall dwell in the land in the day when the
lawless Gentiles and the transgressors among
the chosen people shall be rooted out of it.
Ours is a far better portion. We have an inher-
itance reserved for us in heaven, whither Christ
the Forerunner has for us entered |

How much greater is our responsibility to see
that our steps are ordered according to the
Word of the living God !
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CHAPTER THREE

I My son, forget not my law;

But let thy heart keep my commandments:
2 For length of days, and long life,

And peace, shall they add to thee.

ERE we are still on Jewish ground, but the
exhortation is of all importance to us as

well as to those who see in long life an evidence
of the special blessing of the Lord. For there is
that in the exhortation which should appeal to
all. “Let thy heart keep my commandments,”
is a much-needed word. This is far more than
submission to duty; it is loving devotion to
the will of God. “ Thy word,’’ said the Psalmist,
‘““have I hid in my heart that I might not sin
against Thee” (Psa. 119: 11). And of Ezra it
is recorded that he *prepared his heart to seek
the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach
in Israel statutes and judgments.” (Ez. 7: 10).
This preparation of the heart in man which is
so truly from the Lord is what is sadly lack-
ing among many whose outward ways testify
to the slight hold the truth they profess really
has upon them. Love is the spring of true ser-
- rice to the Lord. ‘‘If ye love Me keep My com-

Google



36 Notes on Proverbs

mandments ”’ ( Jno. 14: 15) are His own
words; and He goes even deeper when He says,
“If a man love Me he will keep My sayings”
(Jno. 14:: 23). This is the heart delighting to
run in His ways if His mind be but made
known, whether there be positive command or
not

3 Let not lovingkindness and truth forsake thee:
Bind them about thy neck;
Write them upon the table of thy heart:

4 So shalt thou find favor and understanding
In the sight of God and man.

“The law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ” (Jno. 1:17). The
law was truth, but it was truth without grace.
This latter having come by Jesus Christ the
believer is exhorted to be speaking the truth in
love” (Eph. 4: 15) ‘““Speaking the truth” is
one word in the original, and is a participle.
Mr. J. N. Darby suggested coining a word to
express it; ‘truthing.” It is not merely speak-
mng the truth. Itis being characterized by the
truth; but all must be in love. A hard and fast
intolerant spirit that makes the truth like a
series of legal enactments, and is censorious
toward those who see not eye to eye with one-
self; this is far removed from the Spirit of truth.
Lovingkindness will commend the truth, when
an acrimonious, judging spirit, will deter the
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timid from its reception. They are to be bound
about the neck, in this way displayed in the
sight of man; and written upon the heart, thus
finding favor with God.
5 Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart;
And lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct thy paths.

Solemn the admonition, and precious the
assurance here for all who would be guided in
the way of peace. ‘“‘He that trusteth in His
own heart is a fool”’ (chap. 28: 26), but happy
is the man whose trust is in the Lord. Confi-
dence in self is like leaning on a broken reed.
God has given His Word to guide in every
detail of life that thus our sanctification might
be by the Truth, and it is therefore inexcusable
to lean upon our own poor finite intelligence.

If He be acknowledged in all our ways we
shall not want guidance, for He 1s faithful who
has promised to direct our paths. “If thineeye
be single, thy whole body shall be full of light”’
(Matt. 6: 22).

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes:
Fear Jehovah, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be healing to thy sinew
And moistening to thy bones.

To be wise in our own eyes is the very opposite
to leaning not unto our own understanding.
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Where the Lord is truly feared, evil will be
hated and departed from. *Let every one that
nameth the name of the Lord depart from in-
iquity ” (2 Tim. 2:19). So shall strength and
freshness characterize the soul. To go on with
God while walking in that which His word con-
demns is impossible. The path of blessing is
the path of obedience. If He has spoken, the
subject soul will not stay to question but obey
implicitly.
9 Honor Jehovah with thy substance,

And with the firstfruits of all thine increase.
10 So shall thy bamns be filled with plenty,

And thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

Having learned to depart from evil, the Lord
becomes the object of the heart. It is not giv-
ing Him the first place merely. It i1s a poor
thing when Christ has but the first place in the
soul. He must have all if one is to go on with
Him in holy joy and unhindered communion.
The Israelite brought the first fruits as a token
that He acknowledged Jehovah’s sole owner-
ship of the land of Canaan. He had said, * The
land shall not be sold forever ; the land is Mine”’
(Lev. 25: 23). The giving of the firstfruits was
the recognition of this. So, as the believer hon-
ors Him with his substance, he gladly owns
that all is the Lord’s to be used as He directs.

But so great is His goodness that when He is
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thus honored, He pledges Himself to see that
there is no lack in barn nor press for the one
who owns himself His steward. Many a saint
goes on in comparative poverty because of his
indifference to the principle here laid down. All
comes from God; yet He graciously receives
from those He has redeemed and delights to
ever be Himself the greatest giver. None shall
find Him in their debt.

11 My son, despise not the chastening of Jehovah;
Neither be weary of His correction:

12 For whom the Lord loveth He correcteth;

Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

These words form the text for the apostle’s
exhortation on the Lord’s discipline, in Heb-
rews xii. He has expounded them by the inspir-
ation of the Holy Ghost; so to that precious
portion of the word we would turn. We need
not trust our own thoughts, however much we
seek to be subject to Scripture, when we have
the mind of the Spirit fully revealed.

After having traced the path of faith down
through the pages of the Old Testament, the
apostle bids us lay aside every weight, every-
thing that would hinder progress; thus enabling
us to distance sin which ever would beset our
steps, while we run with patience the race set
beforeus. Christ Himself is put before the soulas
faith’s Author and Perfecter. God would have

Google



40 Notes on Proverbs

the heart occupied with Him who, Hisown path
of shame and suffering over, is now ‘set down
on the right hand of God.” To ‘‘consider Him "’
is the antidote for weariness and faintness.

He goes on to show that trial and difficulty
must not be accounted a strange thing. All
are but a part of our discipline. And thereupon
he cites the passage we have now come to in
the book of Proverbs. The difference of word-
ing results from his quoting from the Septua-
gint, the Greek version generally in use at that
time.

“My son, despise not thou the chastening of
the Lord,

Nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him.

For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth,

And scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.”

In the book of Job a similar word is found,
credited to Eliphaz the Temanite, * Behold,
happy is the man whom God correcteth: there-
fore despise not thou the chastening of the
Almighty” (Job. 5: 17).

It was no new truth that the Lord exer-
cised discipline among His saints. In fact, it
18 because they are His own that He does cha-
sten. This word has not necessarily the sense
of “punish,” though, unquestionably, chasten-
ing is often directly retributive. But the pri-
mary meaning is discipline. God is a God of
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order. His family must be under His discipline.
Therefore the apostle says, “If ye endure cha-
stening, God dealeth with you as with sons;
for what son is he whom the father chasteneth
not?” Itis no evidence that the heart of God
is not towards me that I am left to suffer afflic-
tion. Allis but part of that discipline which an
all-wise Father sees to be necessary. In fact,df
I am not the subject of this disciplinary train-
ing, I am not one of His at all! ‘But if ye be
without chastisement, whereof all (that is, all
sons) are partakers, then are ye bastards, and
not sons.”

Nor is the Lord’s discipline of the selfish or
uncertain nature that ours often is, in regard to
our own households. ‘ We have had fathers of
our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in sub-
jection to the Father of spirits, and live? For
they verily for a few days chastened us after
their own pleasure (or, as seemed good to
them); but He for our profit, that we might be
partakers of His holiness.”” Not always have
earthly parents the direct good of their children
in view when they discipline them. How often
we may be moved more by the disturbance of
our personal comfort than by the sense of the
child’s need of correction! In such a case we
chasten after our own pleasure. Our God and
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Father never so deals with us. He has our
profit ever before Him. But though this is so,
we are certain to prove that ‘‘no chastening for
the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer-
cised thereby’’ (Heb. 12:7-11). Thus we have
briefly outlined the Scripture teaching as to the
Lord’s discipline.

May grace be given to reader and writer nei-
ther to faint beneath the chastening as though
some strange thing happened to us, nor yet to
despise it, thus ignoring the Lord’s hand in it
all; but rather to be exercised thereby, that it
may indeed yield in us and in our ways the
peaceable fruits of righteousness, and so we
shall be partakers of His holiness. Thus shall

we enter into the blessedness of the following
verses:

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom,
And the man that getteth understanding.
14 For the merchandise of it is better than the mer-
chandise of silver,
And the gain thereof than fine gold.
15 She is more precious than rubies:
And all the things thou canst desire are not to be
compared unto her.
16 Length of days is in her right hand ;
And in her left hand riches and honor.
17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
And all her paths are peace.
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18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her;
And happy is every one that retaineth her.

Men will brave untold dangers and exhaust
human ingenuity in their search for precious
metals and sparkling jewels; but in following
Wisdom’s ways treasures are to be found which
all the costly gems of earth could never equal in
value. Length of days, riches and honor she
offers to those who find her; and coupled with
these, she gives what earthly stores often de-
tract from: peace and quietness of soul. The
ways of Wisdom are the ways that be in Christ ;
the ways into which the word of God would
guide the feet of the subject soul. Such ways
are indeed ‘‘ ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace.” To thus find the true wis-
dom, is to feed on the tree of life. No happiness
such as men in the flesh enjoy, is to be compared
with this.

It 1s the same wisdom by which Jehovah
founded the earth that He offers to us, to be
our guide on our pilgrim pathway. Of this the
next section reminds us.

19 Jehovah by wisdom hath founded the earth;

By understanding hath He established the heavens.
20 By His knowledge the depths are broken up,

And the skies drop down the dew.

Surely it is grace immeasureable that thus
‘eads the One who upholds all things by the
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word of His power, to concern Himself about
the steps of His creatures. The word of God
is but another expression of the wisdom that
spoke worlds into existence, and it is * written
for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”

21 My son, let them not depart from thine eyes:
Keep sound wisdom and discretion ;
22 So shall they be life unto thy soul,

And grace to thy neck.
23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely,

And thy foot shall not stumble.
24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid :
Y ea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

Some one has said, ‘‘ It is not enough that one
hold the truth, if the truth hold not him.” To
so take hold of what God has revealed as to
have it control the heart and life, is what is
continually insisted on in this most practical
of all books. Thus, to ‘“keep sound wisdom
and discretion,” gives one to lay hold on what
is really life, and ornaments the neck with
grace. The foot, too, will be kept from stum-
bling, and the disciple will be guided in the way
of truth. Rest and refreshment become likewise
the portion of all who esteem the word of God

above all the thoughts of men.

25 Be not afraid of sudden fear,
Neither of the desolation of the lawless, when it

cometh.
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26 For Jehovah shall be thy confidence,
And shall keep thy foot from being taken.

It 1s the obedient soul who can lay hold of the
precious promises of Scripture. The wilful and
lawless have no such title. If walking in subjec--
tion to the truth, neither sudden fear nor the
desolation of the wicked need affright, for Jeho-
vah, whose truth it is, will be the confidence of
all who walk uprightly, and will keep the feet
of His saints.

God thus being given his place, man will have
what belongs to him. Of this the next portion
treats.

27 Withhold not good from its owners,
When it is in the power of thy hand to do it.
28 Say not unto thy neighbor,
*Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give,’

When thou hast it by thee.

To owe no man aught but love is a command
that is binding on every child of God. To with-
hold another’s due when able to pay, evidences
the fact that covetousness is in the heart and
is being permitted to gain ascendency over
the life. Often the poor are made to suffer
by thoughtlessness in this respect. Payments
looked forward to for the supplying of the nec-
essaries of life are needlessly deferred by those
more blessed with earth’s goods than they;
and real suffering results, often leading to bit-
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terness and hatred. Such conduct on the par
of a Christian is in every way to be deplored
Money owing to another is not mine. To nse
it for my own purposes is dishonesty. God’s
eye sees every such action, and He has said,  Be
sure your sin will find you out!”

29 Devise not evil against thy neighbor,
Seeing he dwelleth confidently by thee.

The abuse of trust is, in the sight of the Holy
and the True an abominable thing. Confidence
misplaced has ruined many. How dreadful the
testimony if the one who has abused that confi-
dence be a professor of Christianity! It is
things like these that turn the ignorant to skep-
ticism, and ruin the influence of those who
might, if faithful, be used in blessing to many.

30 Strive not with a man without cause,

If he hath done thee no harm.

And even if he have harmed me, One greater
than Solomon has said, “I say unto you that
ye resist not evil.” Under law, it was a sin to
strive with another without adequate ground;
but under grace, as God has dealt with me, so
am I to deal with my debtors.

31 Envy thou not the violent man,
And chose none of his ways.

32 For the froward is abomination to Jehovah;
But His secret is with the righteous.
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33 The curse of Jehovah is in the house of the lawless;
But He blesseth the habitation of the just.

34 Surely He scorneth the scorners;
But He giveth grace unto the lowly.

35 The wise shall inhent glory;
But shame shall be the promotion of fools.

Asaph was envious at the foolish, when he
saw the prosperity of the wicked, until he went
into the sanctuary of the Lord, where he was
given to understand their end. Then his heart
was grieved, and he owned his folly (Psa. 73).
Seeking to satisfy their souls with the evanes-
cent things of earth, they remain in igno-
rance of the counsels of Jehovah, which are
known only to the righteous. Their end will be
anything but enviable, for the curse of the Lord
is in their houses, and He scorns their haughty
pretensions. His blessing abides upon the hab-
itation of the just, and ‘“ He giveth grace unto
the lowly.” Those who are content to thus
abase themselves and walk in the steps of Him
who was ever the humble, dependent One down
here will be despised by those who are wise in
their own conceit; but they shall inherit true
glory at last, when the false glitter of worldly
fame has faded away forever, and ‘ shame shall
be the promotion of fools.”
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CHAPTER FOUR

| Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father,
And attend to know understanding.
2 For | give you good doctrine;
Forsake ye not my law.
3 For I was my father’s son,
Tender and only [beloved] in the sight of my mother.
4 He taught me also, and said unto me,
Let thy heart retain my words:
Keep my commandments and live.

OLOMON’S own early training is here touch-
ingly alluded to. His mother’s only son,
tenderly loved and cared for; the object of his
father’s heart, he had been solicitously instruct-
ed in the law of the Lord, and had profited
thereby. :

It is only necessary to read the unhappy his-
tory of his half-brother Adonijah, whose father
had never displeased him in saying, ‘ Why hast
thou done so?”’ to realize how much Solomon
was indebted to his mother’s counsel and his
father’s instruction. The value of parental dis-
cipline cannot be overestimated. To be brought
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord
is a blessing beyond our ability to appreciate.
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Strange that David could so differently treat
two sons as in the cases instanced above|
But it is not the responsibility of the parents
that is here dwelt on. It is that of the children
rather, who are thus nurtured and cared for.
He who, whatever his aberrations, knew so
well the value of wise and godly instruction,
says:
5 Get wisdom ; get understanding :
Forget it not; neither decline from the sayings of
my mouth.
6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee:
Love her, and she shall keep thee.
7 Wisdom is the principal thing;
Therefore get wisdom:
And with all thy getting get understanding.

It is not knowledge merely which the soul
needs, but the wisdom and intelligence to use
knowledge aright. This is the principal thing,
and this he impresses on the young. Wisdom
will preserve from folly, and if truly loved will
keep the feet of her disciple.

8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee:

She shall bring thee to honor, when thou dost em-
brace her.

9 She shall give to thy head a chaplet of grace:
A diadem of beauty shall she deliver to thee.

In the previous chapter it is stated that
‘‘ shame shall be the promotion of fools.” Wis-

dom brings to honor and true promotion. Even
4
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in the world is this true, however much iniquity
may abound; but among the children of God
how valuable is a man of wisdom! Mere
knowledge may puff up and render the pos-
sessor thereof contemptible; but the word of
wisdom is always in season; and though oft-
times rejected, is at least appreciated: the con-
science assenting to what the unspiritual man
may be determined upon refusing.

10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings;

And the years of thy life shall be many.
11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom;

I have led thee in nght paths.
12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened ;
And when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.

The book of Ecclesiastes, as already noted in
our introductory chapter, portrays the wrong
paths into which the royal writer had wan-
dered when, for the time being, he forsook that
Word which had been the guide of his youth,
and gave himself up to commune with his own
heart and to seek out a way of pleasure for
himself. It is not necessary to follow him in
paths of folly to learn their end. The book now
before us marks out right paths, the way of
wisdom. All who walk therein shall find their
steps unstraitened, and shall be enabled to run
without stumbling. How needful, then, to heed
the ev hortation that follows!

Google



Chapter Four 51

13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go :
Keep her; for she is thy life.

14 Enter not into the path of the lawless,
And go not in the way of evil men.

15 Avoid it, pass not by 1,
Turn from it, and pass away.

16 For they sleep not, except they have done evil ;
And their sleep is taken away unless they cause

some to fall.

17 For they eat the bread of lawlessness,
And dnnk the wine of violence.

The principle here enunciated is of prime im-
portance, and cannot be too often insisted on.
The child of God is called to separation from all
evil-doers. He who knoweth what is in the
darkness has described their unholy ways. We
need not mistake them. Called to holiness, we
are to avoid their path. To trifle and tempo-
rize with them is most deleterious, and will
greatly hinder soul-progress. The true pilot
may not know every rock or reef, but his wis-
dom consists in taking the safe channel: so the
Christian need not make himself aware of all
the evils of the day. He is to simply take the
safe path described in the verse that follows:

18 But the path of the just is as a shining light,

That shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
19 The way of the lawless is as darkness:
They know not at what they stumble.

Marked is the difference thus presented. The
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path of the righteous, leading onward and up-
ward to that city where the glory of God doth
lighten it, and the Lamb is the lamp thereof,
shines brighter and brighter as the uncreated
glory from that city of bliss illumines it with
splendor. Who would not cry, * Let me die the
death of the righteous; let my last end be like
his”? A far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory is at the end of that path.

Alas! how great the contrast when we turn
to the way of the lawless. As their road nears
the pit of woe, darkness begins to envelop it;
the awful Stygian smoke of the abyss obscuring
even the light of nature and revelation alike:
so that men stumble blindly on, knowing not
what causes them to fall. The end we well
know—eternal banishment from the presence of
God.

With two such paths to choose between, the
admonition that immediately follows may well
be borne in upon the soul.

20 My son, attend unto my words;
Incline thine ear unto my sayings.

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes;
Keep them in the midst of thy heart.

22 For they are life unto those that find them,
And healing to all their flesh.

The Spirit of Christ in the psalmist could say,
“Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might
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not sin against Thee” (Psa. 119: 2). Itis the
heart controlled by Scripture that assures a
walk in the truth. God desires truth in the in-
ward parts: the very reins of our being should
be the seat of wisdom. When this is the case,
the words of knowledge indeed become life and
health to the one who keeps them.

The word that follows but emphasizes this
all-important principle.
23 Keep thy heart above all keeping :

For out of it are the issues of life.

Here is displayed a scientific knowledge and
accuracy far beyond the times in which Solo-
mon wrote. The great discovery of Harvey,
the circulation of the blood, which revolution-
ized medical thought, is here calmly taken for
granted, and used to set forth, or illustrate, a
spiritual truth. Just as the heart is the centre
of the physical system, whence flow the issues
of life, so, in a moral and spiritual sense, the
heart, used as a synonym for the soul, is that
which must be jealously guarded, that thence
may go forth that which is for the upbuilding
of the child of God.

24 Put away from thee a froward mouth,
And perverse lips put far from thee.

As it 1s out of the heart’s abundance that the
mouth speaks, mouth and heart are here inti-
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mately connected. A froward mouth and per-
verse lips bespeak one who is not in subjection
to God. Where His Word has its place in the
soul, the lips manifest it.

25 Let thine eyes look right on,
And let thine eyelids look straight before thee.
26 Ponder the path of thy feet,
And let all thy ways be established.
27 Tum not to the nght hand nor to the left:
Remove thy foot from evil.

It is not the mouth only that shows the state
of the heart. The feet likewise will walk accord-
ing to the condition of the soul. Forgetting
the things behind, we are exhorted to press on
to the prize of the calling of God on high. The
eye is to be fixed on the goal, looking straight
before. For us, thisis Christ. As the plowman
cuts a straight furrow when the eye is on a dis-
tant point directly before him, so the Chris-
tian’s path will be that of the just, when the
eye of the heart is fixed on the Lord Jesus, now
ascended to glory. But this involves likewise
earnest concern about one’s ways, that all may
be established in accordance with the truth.

~ Evil is to be judged and departed from, the foot
turning neither to the right hand nor the left.
The mind of God once known is to be faithfully
acted upon, irrespective of self-interest or the
thoughts of others who discern it not.
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To walk with God necessarily means to be
misjudged and misunderstood by unspiritual
persons who are ignorant of the power of God
and the value of His truth. But if one has His
approbation, there need be no consulting with
flesh and blood, but implicit obedience to what
He has said in His Word.
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CHAPTER FIVE

HE warning of Chapter Two against the
strange woman is in this portion reverted

to, and additional instruction given. It is a
subject of deep solemnity if this unholy siren be
seen to picture false religion, with its snares and
seductions; while, of course, looked at in its
simple, primary meaning, it is of great impor-
tance. If any are entrapped, it is not for lack
of warning, but for wilful neglect of instruction.

| My son, attend unto my wisdom,

And bow thine ear to mine understanding;
2 That thou mayest regard discretion,

And that thy lips may keep knowledge.

Throughout the book, the need of more than
casual attention to the words of wisdom is en-
forced. To hear with no thought of heeding, is
not what is contemplated; but the bowing of
the ear to understanding, in order that discre-
tion may be regarded and knowledge kept.
That servant which knew his Lord’s will and
did it not was to be beaten with many stripes.
When God stoops to make known His will, it
should be esteemed, not merely as duty, but as
privilege, to obey.
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3 Forthe lips of a strange woman drop as a honeycomb,
And her mouth is smoother than oil:

4 But her end is bitter as worm-wood,
Sharp as a two-edged sword.

5 Her feet go down to death;
Her steps take hold on sheol.

6 Lest thou ponder the path of life,

Her waysare moveable that thou canst not know them.
Fair and plausible are the words of the stran-
ger-temptress; dark and terrible the ending of
association with her. She plies her awful avo-
cation to-day as of old, and thousands are her
victims. Like the harlot-church of the closing
book in our Bibles, she seduces and deceives,
turning the heart away from the simplicity of
the paths of truth, and leading to death and
sheol. Many are her devices to delude the un-
wary ; movable her ways, that their evil direc-
tion may not be known. Nothing is more at-
tractive to the refuser of Wisdom’s words than
che specious pleas of this deceptive system. The
only safety is in cleaving to the words of God;
hence the admonition in the verses that follow.
7 Hear me now therefore, O ye sons,
And depart not from the sayings of my mouth.
8 Remove thy way far from her,
And come not nigh the entrance of her house :

9 Lest thou give thine honor unto others,
And thy years unto the cruel ones:

10 Lest strangers he filled with thy wealth;
And thy labors be in the house of a stranger;
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11 And thou moum at the last,
When thy flesh and thy body are consumed,
12 And say, How have | hated instruction,
And my heart despised reproof ;
13 And have not harkened to the voice of my teachers,
Nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!
14 | was almost in all evil
In the midst of the congregation and assembly.

To learn by painful experience, if the word of
God is not bowed to, is a bitter and solemn
thing. God is not mocked; what is sown must
be reaped. The unsteady hand, the confused
brain, the bleared eye, premature age and weak-
ened powers; with days and nights of folly to
look back on with regret that can never be
banished from the memory : such are a few of
the results of failing to heed the advice of wis-
dom in the natural world. And in the spiritual
we have what answer to all these—inability to
try the things that differ, weakened spiritual
susceptibilities, unsteadiness of behavior, loss
in time and loss at the judgment seat of Christ ;
such are some of the sad effects of refusing the
path of separation from apostate religion in
this day of Christ’s rejection.

Throughout this collection of Proverbs, the
strange woman is looked upon as an intruder
from the outside, not a daughter of Israel who
has been betrayed from the path of virtue. The
law declared there was to be no harlot among
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the woman of the chosen people. It was from
the surrounding countries the temptresses en-
tered to seduce the young men of the separated
nation. Hence the ‘‘strange woman’: not
‘“strange” in the sense of peculiar; but the
stranger-woman who plied her meretricious
arts to deceive those who should be holy to the
Lord. But so low had become the moral state
of Israel, that even the daughters of the people
of God had fallen into the degradation of the
heathen, as is evident from the words already
noticed in chap. 2: 17. Though called a
‘“‘stranger” or ‘‘foreigner,” she had ‘forsaken
the guide of her youth, and forgotten the cove-
nant of her God.” Hence she is viewed as an
outsider, having no place in the congregation
of the Lord.

Sanctified wedded love, in contrast to the
loose and godless ways of what has been pre-
sented, we now have brought before us.

15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern,
And running waters out of thine own well.
16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad
And nvers of waters in thy streets.
17 Let them be only thine own,
And not strangers’ with thee.
18 Let thy fountain be blessed;
And rejoice with the wife of thy youth.
19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe;
Let her breasts satisfy thee at all times;
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And be thou ravished always with her love.
20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a

strange woman,
And embrace the bosom of a stranger?

For us, marriage represents the mystic union
between Christ and the Church. Every Chris-
tian home should be a little picture of the rela-
tionship of our glorified Head with the members
of His body. How holy then is that earthly
association which speaks of such exalted heav-
enly mysteries. ‘Marriage is honorable in all,
and the bed undefiled: but fornicators and
adulterers God will judge’ (Heb. 13:4). How
much precious teaching in the New Testament,
particularly the epistolary portion of it, lows
from this truth. Husbands and wives are urged
to dwell together according to knowledge that
their prayers be not hindered. (See 1 Peter 3:
1-7). What a test is this! When husband
and wife are so living before each other that
with joy and confidence they can kneel and
pray together, the home will be what God de-
sires; but where the ways and words of either
or both hinder such seasons of communion with

each other and the Lord, there is something
radically wrong.

21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of Jehovah,
And He pondereth all his goings.

This fact is just what the soul needs to keep
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in mind, to realize the solemnity of being in this
world for God. His eyes are on all our ways.
Nothing escapes that holy gaze. All is naked
and open before Him with whom we have to
do. He weighs and ponders every thought and
word and action. Nothing is too insignificant
for His notice ; nothing too great for His atten-
tion. At the judgment-seat of Christ He will
make manifest His estimate of it all. In that
day how many of us would give worlds, did we
possess them, if we had only been more truly
faithful in all our ways in this scenel

22 His own iniquities shall take the lawless himself,

And he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.
23 He shall die without instruction;

And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.

Certain retribution will follow the lawless.
The very sins in which he now delights are the
links he is forging to make the chain that shall
bind him forever. Having refused instruction
in life, he shall die without it; left to go astray
in the folly his soul loved. Dying in his sins, he
goes out into the darkness, where the light he
refused in time shall never shine upon him
again |
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CHAPTER SIX

[« VEN the unregenerate, did they but order
their lives and their business methods in
accordance with the instruction here given,
would be saved many a failure and loss. Sure-
tyship has been the downfall of many who,
avoiding it, might have been comfortable and
prosperous. Here the one so-ensnared is urged
to deliver himself if possible, ere the penalty has
to be paid.

| My son, if thou be surety for thy friend,

If thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger,

2 Thou art snared with the sayings of thy mouth,

Thou art taken with the sayings of thy mouth.

3 Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself,
When thou art come into the hand of thy friend ;
Go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.

4 Give not sleep to thine eyes,
Nor slumber to thine eyelids.

5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter,
And as a bird from the hand of the fowler.

Unlikely as it may seem on the face of it, pride
is generally the incentive to suretyship. A desire
to be thought well of, to be accounted in easy
circumstances, has led many a man to “strike
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hands,” or go on another’s bond, who was
quite unable to assume so serious a responsibil-
ity and yet discharge his obligations to those
properly dependent on him. With others it is
an easy-going disposition that leads ome to
thoughtless pledges, the performance of which
would be ruinous. In either case, if thus en-
trapped, it is well if the command here given is
heeded; and humbling though it may seem to
be, the confession made that one has under-
taken more than righteousness and foresight
would advise. Far better a little temporary
embarrassment and misunderstanding, even ill-
will, than to find out later that others have to
suffer for the maintenance of a foolish and sin-
ful pride.

Prudence and forethought (not to be con-
founded with the anxiety of the morrow con-
demned by the Lord in His discourse on the
mount) are commendable virtues, to teach
which even so feeble a creature as the ant may
well serve.

6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard;

Consider her ways, and be wise:
7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,
8 Provideth her meat in the summer.

And gathereth her food in the harvest.

A lesson for eternity as well as for time is
taught by the ant, which however we reserve

Google



64 Notes on Proverbs

until we reach the thirtieth chapter, where it is
again brought before us as one of four wise
things, each of which teach spiritual truths.
The temporal lesson is of grave importance.
Improvidence is not faith; it is the grossest pre-
sumption to act the part of the sluggard and
then to expect divine provision in the hour of
need. In this as in all else sowing follows reap-
ing. Diligence and carefulness are commanded
and commended by the Lord, and both honor
Him; while slothfulness on the part of one of
His is a reproach upon His name. To arouse
such to a sense of duty, is the object of the
verses that follow. In the spiritual, as in the
natural things, ‘‘ the diligent soul shall be made
fat” (chap. 13:6.)

It has become the fashion for certain wise-
acres to sneer at “Solomon’s grain-eating ant’’
who stores her food in the harvest for future
use. Solomon is supposed to have mistaken the
eggs of the ant for grains. But it is now fully
demonstrated that he was wiser than his critics.

In Palestine there is a species of ant which isnot
carnivorous, but feeds on grain and does indeed
store its food in harvest time as he declared.
Scripture here, as always, is correct and exact.

How much more fitting it would be if, in
weighing the words of the Omniscient, poor
short-sighted man would own his limitations
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and at least take it for granted the Bible is
right until proven otherwise|
9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard?
When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?
10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,
A little folding of the hands to sleep:

11 So shall thy poverty come as one that traveleth,
And thy want as a man with a shield.

Sleeping in time of labor is out of placein a
scene where man has been commanded to eat
his bread by the sweat of his face. No one has
a right to count on God to undertake for him
in temporal matters, who is not himself charac-
terized by energy and wakefulness. Poverty
and want follow slothfulness; as in a spiritual
sense, endless woe must follow the ome who
sleeps on in this the day of grace, refusing to be
awakened. ‘‘A little more sleep, a little more
slumber,” says Judson, ‘“‘and thou shalt wake
in hell to sleep no more forever!|”

12 A man of Belial, a wicked man,
Walketh with a froward mouth.
12 He winketh with his eyes,
He speaketh with his feet,
He teacheth with his fingers;
14 Perverseness is in his heart,
He deviseth mischief continually; he soweth (or,
casteth forth) discord.
15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly ;
Suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.
5
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The one who is careless as to his own affairs,
is likely to interfere altogether too much with
those of others. Having nought to occupy his
time, he becomes an idling busybody, every part
of his being devoted to folly. His mouth is
froward; his eyes belie the words his lips
give utterance to; feet and hands are used to
call attention to what were better left unno-
ticed ; for in his heart is frowardness and mis-
chievous devices. He becomes thus a sower of
discord, scattering evil words as one might
scatter thistledown, to bring forth a harvest
of sorrow that can never be fully destroyed.
There were such among the Thessalonian saints,
against whom the apostle warns, and bids the
godly keep no company with them that they
may be ashamed.

16 These six things doth Jehovah hate;

Yea, seven are an abomination of His soul:
17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
And hands that shed innocent blood ;
18 A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations,
Feet that be swift in running to mischief,

19 A false witness that speaketh lies,
And he that soweth discord among brethren.

In no uncertain terms Jehovah’s judgment of
the evil speaker is set forth. Seven things are
abominable, six he hates in addition to the one
already noticed. It is put in as though the
worst of them all.

Google



Chapter Six 67

A proud look He ever detested. Haughty
eyes belong not to the one who has been a
learner at His feet who is ‘“meek and lowly in
heart.” The twelfth Song of Degrees gives the
utterance of one who has thus been discipled
into His school. ‘“Lord, my heart is not
haughty, nor mine eyes lofty; neither do I
exercise myself in great matters, or in things
too high for me” (Psa.131: 1). This is the
state that is well-pleasing to Him who has said,
““To this man will I look, even to him that is
poor (or, lowly) and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at My word” (Isa. 66: 2).

A lying tongue! How opposed to Him who
1s Himself the Truth, and who desireth truth in
the inward parts. False words bespeak a de-
ceitful heart.

With these evidences of the activity of a cor-
rupt nature He joins‘‘ hands that shed innocent
blood.” For heis of one ilk who would with
his tongue destroy the good name of another
with him who would with wicked hands take
his brother’s life.

‘““ A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations”
is the spring of all the rest. Out of the heart
proceed all unholy words and doings. So *feet
that be swift in running to mischief” are at
once mentioned. They follow where the heart
has already gone. The last two are often found
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together. ‘‘A false witness that speaketh lies,
and he that soweth discord among brethren.”
Good and pleasant it is in the eyes of our God
when brethren dwell together in unity. The
talebearer, who, by spreading abroad evil in-
sinuations and accusations, mars that happy
unity, is abhorred of the Lord.

If we would, any of us, having all a common
nature, be kept from these hateful ways, there
must be an earnest cleaving to God and His
Word that we may thus be sanctified by the
truth.

20 My son, keep thy father’s commandment,
And forsake not the law of thy mother:

21 Bind them continually upon thy heart,
And tie them about thy neck.

Subjection to parental discipline is subjection
to God. If the parents are themselves godly
and seek to bring up those committed to their
care in ‘‘the nurture and admonition of the
Lord,” they are laying a solid foundation upon
which all the superstructure of the after-life can
safely rest.

22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee;
When thou liest down, it shall keep thee;

Practical and precious will the instruction of
wisdom thus become. Abroad or at home, in
activity or in the place of repose, the word shall
be alike sweet and shall keep from stumbling.
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And when thou awakest, it shall be thy meditation.
23 For the commandment is a lamp;
And the law is light ;
And reproofs of instruction are the way of life :
24 To keep thee from the evil woman,
From the flattery of the tongue of the strange woman.
Once more is the young man’s particular
snare referred to. The purifying influence of
the word of God will, above all else, be his pro-
tection from the flattering lips of the false
stranger who would allure him from the path of
truth and virtue to falsity and ruin. Earnestly
is he warned to beware of her fascinations.

25 Lust not after her beauty in thy heart;
Neither let her take thee with her eyelids.

26 For by means of a harlot a man is brought to a
piece of bread:

And the adulteress will hunt for the precious life.

Again are we reminded that it is the heart
which must be kept or guarded if the feet would
be preserved from forbidden paths. Sorrow and
poverty —spiritual and natural—will be the
dread result if there is any tampering with un-
cleanness. With her fascinating glances the
adulteress will endeavor to entrap. Unhappy
then the one whose heart is not garrisoned by
the sanctifying truth of God! To trifle here is
to be overcome, as the next verses strongly urge.

27 Can a man take fire into his bosom,
And his clothes not be burned?
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28 Can one go upon hot coals,
And his feet not be scorched ?

29 So he that goeth in to his neighbor’s wife;
Whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent.”

How many a dreadful blot upon an otherwise
upright and honored life has resulted from
what at first was a thoughtless familiarity,
which led on step by step to the awful over-
throw of uprightness and virtue, culminating in
life-long sorrow. No other sin, unless it be the
taking of human life which is often its fearful
result, leaves so dreadful a stain behind, as wit-
ness David’s case.

30 Men do not despise a thief,
If he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry;
31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold;
He shall give all the substance of his house.
32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lack-
eth understanding :
He that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.
33 A wound and dishonor shall he get;
And his reproach shall not be wiped away.
34 For jealousy is the rage of a man;
Therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance.
35 He will not regard any ransom;
Neither will he rest content though thou givest
many gifts.
How faithful is the God who thus condescends
to point out in language severely plain and
clear the awful consequences of the sin that

brought the flood, and yet shall bring the fire!
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Other wrongs men may forgive and forget.
This one 18 never forgotten. A thief stealing to
satisfy his hunger excites no one’s abhorrence.
Yet, if arrested, restitution is demanded.
Jehovah’s law said he should restore it in the
principal and add the fifth part. Human law,
according to verse 31, demands even up to
seven-fold,and may indeed involve the culprit in
utter ruin, causing him to forfeit *“all the sub-
stance of his house.” But at least it is possi-
ble to make amends, though it take all one
has. But there is a sin for which amends can
never be made, either to the wrongéd husband,
or the partner of the folly. Repentance toward
God will not efface the reproach. The marks of
the wound and the dishonor will remain to
haunt one through the years. The rage of the
rightly jealous man who has been so terribly
incensed will not be appeased by gifts however
great, or protestations however earnest and
sincere.

He who, with warnings such as these before
him, deliberately goes on trifling with sin is
without excuse. The only safe course is to gird
up the loins of the mind; to bring every sinful,
wandering thought into subjection; that thus
the trutn of God may control the heart and
reins. Only thus shall one be enabled to ‘“flee
also youthful lusts,” which are elsewhere de-
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scribed as ‘“fleshly lusts that war against the
soul.” In this way Joseph stood in circum-
stances far more tempting than those in which
David fell. ‘“Shall I do this great evil, and sin
against God?” This was what preserved him.
This alone will preserve any similarly tempted

one.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

GOD alone can estimate aright the depravity
of the human heart. Knowing its per-

verseness and the need of continued warning,
another entire chapter is devoted to the subject
which we have already been considering. That
there may be no stone unturned to save the
youth from the strange woman’s snare, her
ways and behavior are graphically delhueated.
If he turn after her now, he does so with his
eyes fully opened.
| My son, keep my words,

And lay up my commandments with thee.
2 Keep my commandments and live;

And my law as the apple of thine eye.
3 Bind them upon thy fingers,

Write them upon the table of thy heart.

It is this constant dwelling upon the word of
God that preserves from sin. Notice how upon
both hand and heart that Word is to be bound
and written. This involves far more than cur-
sory reading of the Scriptures. Itis the making
it one’s own, the daily feeding upon it, that pre-
serves the soul.

4 Say unto Wisdom, thou art my sister;
And call Understanding thy kinswoman:
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5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman,
From the stranger that flattereth with her sayings.

Satan has no more powerful weapon for the
overthrow of the young than flattery. Wisdom
and understanding are needed to preserve from
this snare. They will teach me to mistrust and
to judge myself, and thus to estimate aright the
lying words of any who would seek to effect my
ruin by means of the vanity of my heart.

The balance of the chapter requires little com-
ment. With the perspicuity of an eye-witness,
a scene is brought before us which has been du-
plicated not only by the thousands, but millions
of times, and is as true to-day as in the days of
Solomon. The young man may well ponder it
with care, and thus be warned of the dangers
besetting one who, trusting in his own heart,
departs from the living God and forsakes the
counsel of his mother and the guide of his
youth.

6 For at the window of my house
I looked through my lattice,
7 And I beheld among the simple ones,
I discerned among the youths, a young man void of
understanding,
8 Passing through the street near her corner;
And he went the way to her house,
9 In the twilight, in the evening of the day,
In the black and dark night:
10 And, behold, there met him a woman
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With the attire of a harlot, and subtil of heart.
11 (She is loud and stubborn;
Her feet abide not in her house :
12 Now is she without, now in the streets,
And lieth in wait at every corner.)
13 So she caught him, and kissed him,
And with an impudent face said unto him,
14 | have peace sacrifices with me;
This day have I paid my vows.
15 Therefore came | forth to meet thee,
Diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.
16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry,
With carved works, with fine linen of Egyp
171 have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and
cinnamon.
18 Come, let us take our fill of loves until the morning:
Let us solace ourselves with loves.
19 For the goodman is not in his house,
He is gone a long joumey:
20 He hath taken a bag of money with him,
And will come to his house at the day of the new

moon.

The reverent student of this solemn portion
of the word of God will see at once how apt an
illustration this religious-appearing woman is
of the false, apostate church. Loud and stub-
born, moveable too have been her ways, so
that she might ensnare those who otherwise
would never seek association with her. The
vision of Rev. 17 may well be studied in connec-
tion with this chapter.

Retnyning to the narrative, we learn the dire-
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ful fate of the youth who foolishly took the way
to her house and weakly followed where she led.

21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield,
With the flattering of her lips she forced him.
22 He goeth after her straightway,
As an ox goeth to the slaughter,
Or as a fool to the correction of the stocks:
23 Till a dart strike through his liver;
As a bird hasteth to the snare,
And knoweth not that it is for his life.

Such is the end of the path of sin and folly.
Death, with shame unutterable, must be the sad
result of refusing instruction and listening to
the words of the flatterer.

24 Harken unto me now therefore, O ye sons,
And attend to the sayings of my mouth.
25 Let not thy heart decline to her ways,
Go not astray in her paths.
26 For she hath cast down many wounded;
Yea, many strong men have been slain by her.
27 Her house is the way to sheol,
Going down to the inner chambers of death.

What enduring patience that thus continues
to instruct all who have an ear to hear and who
desire to have an understanding heart! In such
a passage as this, as in all Scripture, we hear
the very voice of God, and find every word prof-
itable. Happy the youth who keeps the instruc-
tion here given, that he may be preserved from
- the bitterness of remorse which so many have
proven |
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CHAPTER EIGHT

HAT relief it 1s to the soul to turn from
contemplation of the folly and sin
against which the young man is warned in the
previous chapter, to meditate now upon Wis-
dom’s ways, especially when the anointed eye
discerns under this name the Uncreated Word,
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Wisdom of God!
For though the feminine form is used through-
out, it is nevertheless clear that in the latter
part of the chapter it is He who is before us.
Wisdom 1is first presented as one seeking to
draw the simple from paths of error to the tem-
ple of knowledge and understanding.

1 Doth not Wisdom cry?
And Understanding put forth her voice?

2 She standeth in the top of high places,

By the way, in the places of the paths.
3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city,
At the coming in at the entrances.

Not for men to seek her does Wisdom wait.
With yearning heart she takes her stand in the
marts of commerce, the paths of pleasure, the
courts of judgment, and the schools of learning.
Anywhere and everywhere that men are to be

Google



78 Notes on Proverbs

found, there is she—her cry and entreaty sound-
ing above all the bustle of life. (See chap. 1:
20-23).

4 Unto you, O men, I call;
And my voice is to the sons of man.

5 O ye simple, understand prudence:
And, ye fools, be of an understanding heart.

6 Hear, for I will speak of excellent things;
And the opening of my lips shall be nght things.
7 For my mouth shall speak truth ;

And lawlessness is an abomination to my lips.

As Wisdom incarnate is to be found in our
Lord Jesus Christ, the living Word, so are the in-
structions of Wisdom to be found in the written
Word. Itis by means of that precious volume
which “holy men of God wrote as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost,” that the only true
and lasting wisdom and knowledge are to be
found. “Right things” and “truth’ alone are
taere recorded. Even when the sins of men and
women are sharply delineated in all their gross-
ness and hideousness, it is that we may thereby
be admonished.

Man may cavil; infidelity may sneer; pseudo-
scholarship may reject; but He who cannot lie
has declared “ the Scripture cannot be broken.”
There alone is perfect wisdom found. Unhappy
the man who turns from it to the vagaries of
the human mind|
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8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness;
There is nothing twisted or perverse in them.

9 They are all plain to him that understandeth,
And right to them that find knowledge.

This is faith’s answer to the caviler who
prates of contradictions and errors in the in-
spired word of God. Modesty alone might sug-
gest the thought that the fault might be in the
reader—not in the Word. But man’s vanity
and pride will not brook such a conclusion.
Yet so it shall soon be proven to be; for “not
one yod or tittle” (the smallest letter, or vowel-
point) ‘“shall pass from the law till all be ful-
filled.” How soon difficulties vanish when faith
is in exercise! Seemingly insuperable objeetions
are swept away in a moment when the light of
heaven shines into the soul and on the page of
Scripture. Jesus, in resurrection, opened both
the Scriptures and the understanding of the
two with whom He walked to Emmaus. It is
this double enlightenment that causes difficul-
ties to vanish like mist before the rays of the
sun. ‘‘They are all plain to him that under
standeth,” for ‘‘ the secret of the Lord is with
them that fear Him.”

10 Receive my instruction, and not silver,

And knowledge rather than choice gold.
11 For wisdom is better than rubies;
And all things that can be desired are not to be
compared to it.
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Alone in the sacred Scriptures, in our times so
relentlessly assailed by supercilious egotists and
unspiritual divines, is this treasure to be found.
The best writings of the best men are not to be
compared with it, for here we turn from all the
reasonings of man’s heart to the very breath-
ings of God. In the 28th chapter of Job we
have the account of the patriarch’s search for
wisdom. All the precious metals and jewels of
earth are not to be compared to it, “for the
price of wisdom is above rubies.” He finds it
when he turns from everything on or under the
earth to God Himself.

12 I Wisdom dwell with Prudence,
And find out knowledge of witty inventions.

As noted above, wisdom here 1is looked at as
an essential part of Deity; further down, as
Him who has been now revealed as the Wisdom
of God, the Eternal Son.

13 The fear of Jehovah is to hate evil:

Pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the
mouth of perversions do I hate.

It is thus wisdom is manifest. Itis the very
character of God—that character all told out in
Christ. Evwil, pride,folly; all are hateful to Him
who is light, and cannot abide the darkness.

14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom :
I am understanding; I have strength.
15 By me kings reign,
And princes decree justice,
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16 By me princes rule, and nobles,

Even all the judges of the earth.

It is not that rulers always act according to
understanding, but that none rule at all save
by the appointment of infinite wisdom. * The
Most High ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and
He giveth them unto whomsoever He will.”
This gives perfect rest to the man of faith in the
midst of all the changing political scenes of
earth. Let the form of the government be what
it may; the chief magistrate be of whatever
character he will; faith can bow in obedience,
owning that ‘‘the powers that be are ordained
of God.”

17 I love them that love me;
And those that seek me early shall find me.

Wisdom sought, as in Solomon’s case, in early
youth, delights to reward the seeker. Itis im-
portant to bear in mind that it is wisdom—
and not God as such—that is here referred to.
‘““He,” too, “is the rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek Him;”’ but it would be very faulty
to limit His love alone to those who return
that love. Itis love in activity on the part of
Wisdom we have here before us. To the one
who loves her she gives the treasures enumera-
ted in the following verses:

18 Riches and honor are with me;

Yea, durable riches and righteousness.
a8
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19 My fruit is better than gold; yea, than fine gold;
And my revenue than choice silver.

Unspeakably precious, and beyond all human
valuation, are the gifts bestowed by Wisdom
with lavish hand upon the diligent seeker, who
has learned to love her for her own sake.
Apart from her the feet will stray in folly’s
paths. She can say—

20 I lead in the way of righteousness,
In the midst of the paths of judgment:
21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit sub-

stance;

And 1 will fill their treasunies.

From this point on, the anointed eye loses
sight of all else, and is fixed upon Christ; for He
it is who is now presented for the contempla-
tion of our souls. It is Christ as the Uncreated
Word, yet the Begotten Son by eternal genera-
tion; words admittedly paradoxical, but after
all distinctly Scriptural. Some there are who
have supposed the term Only-begotten necessa-
rily implied a period, however remote, when the
Son was not. This John’s Gospel clearly re-
futes, for ‘‘the same was in the beginning with
God.” He was begotten, not in the sense of
having beginning of life, but as being of one na-
ture and substance with the Father. Never
was there a moment in the past Eternity when
He reposed not in the bosom of Infinite Love.
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To explain the mystery is impossible, as the
apostle himself declares.

“No man knoweth the Son but the Father.”
Hence the devout heart can rest and adore
where the skeptic seeks in vain for rational ex-
planations of a mystery beyond human ken.

22 )Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of His way,
Before His works of old. _

23 I was set up from everlasting,
From the beginning, ere ever the earth was.

Far back of the beginning of Gen.1: 1, to that
‘“‘ unbeginning beginning”’ of John 1:1, does the
Spirit here carry us. There,in the past eternity,
‘“when anything that ever had beginning be-
gan, the Word was,” * and that Word was the
eternal Wisdom of God. Itis a scene of fellow-
ship to which we are introduced—Jehovah pos-
sessed Him. ‘‘The Word was with God, and
the Word was God ;’’ and love ineffable was the
enfolding robe of Deity, for Wisdom was the ob-
ject of Jehovah’s delight from everlasting.

24 When there were no depths, I was brought forth ;
When there were no fountains abounding with
water.

25 Before the mountains were settled,
Before the hills was I brought forth:

* F. W. Grant, in ‘The Crowned Christ:’’ a marvellous
unfolding of the truth as to the person and varied offices of the
Lord Jesus. (Price 20 cents.) To be had from the same
Publishers.
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26 Whllfei al; yet He had not made the earth, nor the
elds,
Nor the beginning of the dust of the habitable world.

The figure of generation, as already noted, im-
plies unity of nature. ‘‘God so loved the world,
that He gave His Only-begotten Son.” God'’s
thoughts are above ours. Our best human lan-
guage is a poor vehicle indeed for the expression
of truths so wondrous. Christ is eternally the
Son, yet truly the Begotten.

27 When He established the heavens, I was there:
When He set a circle upon the face of the depth;
28 When He established the skies above;
When He strengthened the fountains of the deep;
29 When He gave to the sea His decree,
That the waters should not pass His commandment;
When He appointed the foundations of the earth;
30 Then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him:
And [ was dally His delight, rejoicing always be-
fore Him;

31 Rejoicing in the habitable of His earth;
And my delights were with the sons of men.

Creation is elsewhere ascribed to the Son.
“Without Him was not anything made that
was made.” ‘“All things were created by Him
and for Him, and in Him all things consist.”
He is “the first-born of all creation,” superior
to all, because by Him the Father brought all
things into being. Daily His delight, He shared
in that manifestation of power * as one brought
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\
up with Him,” “rejoicing always before Him.”
But, amazing gracel His delights were with the
fallen sons of men. The love of His heart was
set upon those who deserved it not. Itis not
of Adam unfallen He speaks, but of his sons—

therefore sinners lost and guilty.

“ Ere God had built the mountains,

Or raised the fruitful hills;

Before He filled the fountains,
That feed the running rills;

In Thee, from everlasting,
The wonderful I AM

Found pleasures never wasting,
" And Wisdom is Thy name.

¢ When, like a tent to dwell in,
He spread the skies abroad,
And swathed about the swelling
Of Ocean’s mighty flood,
He wrought by weight and measure;
And Thou wast with Him then:
Thyself the Father’s pleasure,
And Thine, the sons of men.

“ And couldst Thou be delighted
With creatures such as we,
Who, when we saw Thee, slighted
And nailed Thee to a tree?
Unfathomable wonder!
And mystery divine!
The voice that speaks in thunder
Says, ¢ Sinner, I am thine.””—(CowPER.)
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32 Now, therefore harken unto Me, O ye sons:

For blessed are they that keep my ways.
33 Hear instruction, and be wise,
And refuse it not.

Upon the declaration of Wisdom’s love for
and delight in men is this entreaty based. To
refuse instruction and spurn the ways of under-
standing is to trample on divine affection and
to harden the heart against divine grace.

34 Blessed is the man that heareth me,
Watching daily at my doors,

Waiting at the posts of my entrances.
35 For whoso findeth me findeth life,

And shall obtain favor of Jehovah.
36 But he lthat sinneth against me wrongeth his own
soul :

All they that hate me love death.

How strong the incentives presented to heed
the voice of Wisdom| Blessing and life, the lov-
ing favor-of the Lord, are the portion of those
who so do. The one who refuses to listen, sins
against his own soul, for he seals his own de-
struction.
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CHAPTER NINE

N concluding the section that has been hith-
erto claiming our attention, a final contrast
between Wisdom and Folly is set forth. The
figure of the previous chapter is still adhered to.
Wisdom is likened to a prudent woman inviting
the wayfarer to enter her home, where true
knowledge is imparted to all who seek it in sin-
cerity. Folly takes her stand in a similar way,
urging all to turn in to her, offering ‘‘ the pleas-
ures of sin for a season’’ to those who yield to
her entreaties.

] Wisdom hath builded her house;
She hath hewn out her seven pillars:
2 She hath killed her beasts;
She hath mingled her wine;
She hath also furnished her table.

Abundant provision has been made for the
instruction and blessing of all who will heed.
Such a temple of Wisdom is the word of God as
a whole, and this book of Proverbs in particu-
lar. Here is to be found all that man requires
for his guidance through the mazes of his life on
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earth. A well-furnished table, at which millions
have been feasted, but inexhaustible still, is that
which is spread before all who desire spiritual
sustenance and cheer.

Nor does Wisdom wait for men to seek her
out.

3 She hath sent forth her maidens:
She crieth upon the highest places of the city,

4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither:

To him that wanteth understanding she saith,
5 Come, eat of my bread,
And drink of the wine which I have mingled.

6 Forsake the foolish, and live;

And go in the way of understanding.

" In the present dispensation of grace God is by
His ambassadors beseeching men to be recon-
ciled to Himself; not waiting till they begin to
pray, but actually deigning to pray them to
turn from their sin to His beloved Son. So,
here, the handmaids of Wisdom are found in the
places of public concourse, entreating the simple
and those who lack true character to turn in
and partake of the bread that strengthens, the
wine that cheers. Happy the man who obeys
the gracious invitation and forsakes the way of
the foolish, thus laying hold on that which is
really life.

Only the truly exercised will heed, ‘however.
The scorner will be pleaded with in vain,
Empty, pompous, /and self-satisfied, he pursues
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his own way until the judgment, long derided,
falls at last, and he is crushed beneath it.

7 He that reproveth a scomer getteth to himself shame :

And hg lthat rebuketh a lawless man getteth himself
a Dlot.
8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee:
Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.
9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet
wiser.
Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.

So it everis. The more shallow and empty a
man is, the less willing is he to listen to godly
‘counsel ; whereas, the truly wise are glad to
learn from any who can correct and instruct.
The less a man knows, as a rule, the more he
thinks he knows. The more he really does
know, the more he realizes his ignorance and
his limitations. Hence the value of counsel and
help from those who seek to walk with God,
and to be exercised by His word. Reproof will
only be wasted on the scorner. He will take de-
. light in holding up to ridicule all who, actuated
by the purest of motives, endeavor to turn him
from his folly.

These three verses would seem to be paren-
thetical, explaining the reason why the invita-
tion of Wisdom’s maidens meets with such op-
posite responses. |

Their cry is evidently continued in the three
verses that follow:
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10 The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom:
And the knowledge of the Holy is understanding.
|1 For by Me thy days shall be multiplied,
And the years of thy life shall be mcreased.
12 If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself :
But if thou scomest, thou alone shalt bear it.

However the scorner may prate of advanced
knowledge because of his freedom from godly
restraint, true wisdom is only to be found in
the fear of the Lord, and true understanding in
the knowledge of holy things. (The word is in
the plural.) This alone makes for what is really
life. Apart from the knowledge of God, it is but
a mere existence at the best, with eternal dark-
ness beyond it.

Nor are men putting God in their debt when
they attend to the call of Wisdom; as though
it were condescension on their part so to do. If
they be wise, it is for their own advantage—not
His. He is seeking their happiness and blessing.
True it is that, such is the love of His heart, He
finds joy in the gladness of His children; but,
nevertheless, it is for his own good that man
should heed the call of Wisdom.

Neither will God be the loser if the scorner
persists in his senseless and foolhardy course.
He alone shall bear it. Both in this life and the
next, his folly shall be made manifest to himself
and others.

The unhappy contrast to the portion we have
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been considering is set forth in the remaining
verses of the chapter. Folly, too, has her tem-
ple, and, alas, many are her devotees!

13 A foolish woman is clamorous ;
She is simple, and knoweth nothing.

14 For she sitteth at the entrance of her house,
On a seat in the highplaces of the city,

15 To call passengers who go right on their ways:
16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither:
And as for him that wanteth understanding she saith
to him,
17 Stolen waters are sweet,
And bread of secrecies is pleasant.

18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there,
And her guests are in the depths of sheol.

Alas, so ready are men to give heed to Folly,
that she needs none to go about entreating them
to enter her house. She is represented as sitting
at the entrance, enticing those who go right on
their way to turn in to her abode of sin and
shame. Many are the guests who enter; few
indeed the number that return: for her house is
but an entry-way to the pit. ‘The dead are
there, and her guests are in the depths of hell.”
Illicit pleasures charm for a time, and ensnare
the simple. The end is the wormwood and the
gall, when the anguished soul, bowed in bitter-
ness that shall never be alleviated forever, is
forced at last to confess how dreadful has been
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the mistake of turning from the call of Wisdom
to seek the deceitful allurements of Folly.
One who tried them to the full wrote, ere he
died,—
My days are in the yellow leaf;
The flower, the fruit of life is gone.
The worm, the canker, and the grief,
Are mine alone.”-BYRON.
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CHAPTER TEN

WE now enter upon the second division of
the book, which brings us to the strictly
proverbial portion. Hitherto we have been lis-
tening to Wisdom’s exhortation to enter the
house and avail ourselves of the mass of instruc-
tion gathered together for our enlightenment as
to suited behaviour in all circumstances. From
this the syren voice of Folly would turn us aside.
Happy the man—particularly the young man—
(for again be it remembered this is the book for
the direction and guidance of youth)—who re-
fuses the latter, and, attracted by the former, en-
ters and seeks conscientiously to make his own
what is here recorded.

As Scripture itself abounds with illustrious ex-
amples of almost every proverb we are to have
before us, a reference will generally be given in
the notes to some person or circumstance man-
ifesting the truth of the saying in question. By
referring to these in connection with the reading
of the pages that follow, it is hoped the reader
will be impressed as never before both with the
fulness and richness of the word of God, and
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with the remarkable manner in which every part
of it is linked up with the book of Proverbs.

| The proverbs of Solomon.
A wise son maketh a glad father;

But a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.

In these words the key-note is struck, to be
again and again referred to throughout the
book, and returned to in the final chapter. The
son who is characterized by wisdom, causes his
father to rejoice as in the case of Solomon him-
self (1 Chron. 22:12; 2 Chron. 1: 7-12). On
the other hand it is the mother who feels most
keenly the folly of her child. See Esau in Gen.
26: 34, 35 and 27: 46.

2 Treasures of lawlessness profit nothing
But righteousness delivereth from death.

God has notabdicated His throne as the mor-
al governor of the universe; hence sowing fol-
lows reaping,as surely as night follows day. “As
the partridge sitteth on eggs and hatcheth them
not; so he that getteth riches and not by right,
shall leave them in the midst of his days and at
his end shall be a fool” (Jer.17:11). On the
other hand righteousness, however much one
may be called upon to suffer for it in a world
like this, ‘““delivereth from death,’”’ when that
death, as in the case of the flood and many lesser
incidents, is an evidence of God’s judgment. In
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the book of Esther Haman is the exemplifica-
tion of the former, and Mordecai of the latter.

3 Jehovah will not suffer the soul of the righteous to
famish :
But He casteth away the desire of the lawless.

Let the outward circumstances be as they
may the soul of the righteous is lifted above
them all and finds cause to rejoice in the midst
of tribulation. The lawless have no such con-
fidence; their desire, when they seem just about
to comfortably enjoy it, is often taken away in
a moment. The triumphant song of Habakkuk
(3: 17-19) fitly illustrates the first clause, and
the fate of the rich fool (Luke 12: 16-21) the
second.

4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand :
But the hand of the diligent maketh rich.

Scripture never countenances slothfulness; but
commands on the part of the Christian that he
be ‘“not remiss in zeal.”” This, the disorderly
among the Thessalonians had evidently for-
gotten (2 Thess. 3: 7-12), and the apostle has
to write urging them ‘‘ that with quietness they
work, and eat their own bread.” Faith and lazi-
ness do not mingle. What is sometimes miscalled
faith is really presumption. Diligence is the fit
companion of the former, as beautifully set forth
in Ruth, the Moabitess, who takes the place of
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the poor and the stranger among the gleaners
in the fields of Boaz, to be exalted in due time
{Ruth 2 to 4).

5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son:

But he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth

e.

The principle abides whether in relation to
time or eternity. The hour of opportunity if
improved bespeaks wisdom ; if neglected tells of
present folly and future shame. It is of the ut-
most importance that one set a proper value on
the God-given present; *redeeming the time for
the days are evil.” Let the laborer in the har-
vest-fields of the Lord heed the word here given.
Now is the time to gather precious sheaves
which will be cause for rejoicing in the day of
the soon-coming ‘ harvest-home.” He who
sleeps in the present reaping season will suffer
shame and loss at the judgment-seat of Christ.
What an example of the diligent laborer is to
be found in Paul, throughout his life of cease-
less activity and concern for a dying world.
Demas was one who, charmed by the love of the
present world, went off to sleep and left the ser-
vice for other hands. His shame abides to this
day (2 Tim. 4: 10).

6 Blessings are upon the head of the just:

But violence covereth the mouth of the lawless.
7 The memory of the just is blessed:

But the name of the lawless shall rot.
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Not more different is the esteem in which the
righteous and the wicked are held in life than is
their memory after death. Of Paul we have just
written above. In 2 Tim. 4: 17 we find him
standing for judgment before Nero, whom he
there denominates ‘‘the lion,” from whose
mouth he was at that time delivered. Surely,
despite his loneliness and his apparently des-
picable condition, blessings were even then
upon the head of Christ’s doughty servant. On
the other hand, how truly did violence cover
the mouth of his oppressor; leaving him with-
out excuse before the bar of man and of God.
Both have long since passed from this scene.
Let the centuries witness whose memory has
rotted, and whose is still cause for thanksgiv-
ing |

8 The wise in heart will receive conmandments:
But a prating fool shall fall.

Wisdom, as we have seen, begins with the fear
of the Lord. Those so exercised are ready in-
deed to bow to His word and to receive His
commandments. For the Christian, this 1s the
way in which his love for Christ is manifested.
The prating word-mouthed fool, who is too
wise in his own conceit to require instruction,
must learn by coming to grief. In Nebuchad-
nezzar and Belshazzar we see the two con-

trasted. See Daniel 5: 18—-23.
7
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9 He that walketh in integnty, walketh surely:
But he that perverteth his ways shall be known.

To walk in integrity is to walk with God.
Whatever misunderstanding there may be at
times, the one who so lives shall be shown to
have walked surely at last. Men of the world
confess that ‘ Honesty is the best policy.” For
the man of God, uprightness is not policy, but
the delight of his heart; and by it he bringseven
wicked men to acknowledge that his ways are
above reproach, as was manifested in Joseph,
after being so sorely tried (Gen. 40 and 41).
On the contrary, he whose ways are perverse,
though he may cover them for a time, must in-
evitably be discovered at last. See Ziba’s case
(2 Sam. 16: 1-4.; 19: 24-27).

10 He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow:
But a prating fool shall fall.

Winking with the eye, from time immemorial,
has been construed as giving the lie to what
the lips utter. He whose words and intentions
are opposed, is a source of grief to others, and
shall fall himself. The kiss of Judas was an
action of this nature. Note last clause here is
as in verse 8.

11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life :
But violence covereth the mouth of the lawless.

When the life 1s ordered in accordance with
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righteousness, the words of the mouth will be
for blessing and refreshment to others. Itis by
carelessness here that many who attempt to
minister the gospel are powerless and barren in
their service. The testimony of the lipsis not
backed up by the testimony of the life. Hence,
power and usefulness are lacking. Mere “sound
words’’ are not necessarily used in blessing. But
if such come from a heart in touch with God,
witnessed to by ways that be in Christ, then
indeed shall they prove a well of life to the
hearers who are truly athirst. Such was the
ministry of Samuel in the dark days subsequent
to the death of Eli. For last clause see verse 6.
12 Hatred stirreth up strifes:

But love covereth all sins.

The latter part of this verse is quoted in the
New Testament. In 1 Peter 4.: 8, it is written,
‘““and above all things have fervent charity
among yourselves: for charity shall cover the
multitude of sins.”” It is not, as some have fool-
ishly supposed, that kindliness and benevolence,
on the part of one otherwise guilty before God,
will atone for his transgressions, thus covering
them in the day of judgment. Other’s faults,
not my own, I am called upon to cover. Not
by indifference to evil, but by faithfully, in love
and grace, showing my brother his sin, and seek-
ing to exercise his conscience in the presence of
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God, that confession may be made, and thus the
sin be covered. Where love is lacking, it is a
common practice to play the part of a tale-
bearer, which only tends to add to the evil; for
the repeating of sin is defiling, and often leads
to life-long unhappiness and misunderstandings.
In Doeg the Edomite we have a sample of the
hatred that stirreth up strife; in Nathan’s deal-
ing with David, a lovely exemplification of the
love that covereth (1 Sam. 22:9-19; 2 Sam.
12:1-14). See the notes on chap. 11:13.

13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom
is found:

But a rod is for the back of him that is void of heart.

None have, perhaps, exhibited in their own
decisions, the contrast of this verse so markedly
as Solomon himself and hisson Rehoboam. The
former, having been under exercise before God,
had been given a wise and understanding heart
(1 Kings 3: 5-28). The latter trusted his own
wisdom and the counsel of the companions of
his youth, and found a rod for his back in con-
sequence (1 Kings 12: 8-19).

14 Wise men lay up knowledge :
But the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

None perceive their own limitations so clearly
as the truly wise. Humility and a willingness
to learn from all who can instruct them is char-
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acteristic of such. The conceit of the foolish
knows no bounds. With their own mouths they
proclaim it in the ears of all men of sound judg-
ment. Their prating but invites destruction.
Timothy, “from a child” followed the ways of
the first-mentioned (2 Tim. 3: 14, 15). The
magician Elymas is an illustration of the last-
described (Acts 13: 6-11).

15 The nich man’s wealth is his strong city:
The destruction of the poor is their poverty.

For Time alone, and in an era of peace, does
this apply; for “riches profit not in the day of
wrath’’: neither does temporal poverty inter-
fere with future glory. See Dives and Lazarus
(Luke 16:19-31).

16 The labor of the righteous tendeth to life :
The produce of the lawless is sin.

It is an Old Testament way of stating the
truth of Rom. 8: 6, ‘“ For to be carnally minded
is death ; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.” The righteous man is the spiritual
man. His labor is in accordance with the mind
of God. and consequently tends to life. All that
the wicked produces is but sin in the sight of in-
finite holiness; because the sinner is polluted,
like a poisoned well, which may give forth wa-
ter cold and sparkling, but only to be dreaded
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after all. The first two offerers, Cain and Abel,

exemplify the truth here stated (Gen. 4: 5-8).

17 He is in the way of lLfe that keepeth instruction:
But he that refuseth reproof erreth.

It is only when man learns to mistrust him-
self and to rely alone upon the unerring word
of God, unfolded by the Holy Spirit, that his
feet walk in the way of life. Itis not a question
of eternal life or final salvation. But the way
of life is the divinely-marked-out path for all
the children of God. Such cannot afford to re-
fuse reproof. It is the greatest kindness an-
other saint can show me, to direct my atten-
tion to any portion of the truth of God which I
am failing to practically own. Let me gladly,
then, receive correction, that thus I may be pre-
served from dishonoring the One who has re-
deemed me to Himself. Saul refused reproof
and lost his kingdom (1 Sam. 15: 23). In Da-
vid, whatever his failures at times, we see one
who was characterized by keeping instruction,
and who therefore trod the path of life.

18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips,
And he that uttereth a slander 1s a fool.

Hypocrisy and tale-bearing are alike detest-
able. To dissimulate—feigning love and friend-
ship while the fire of hatred burns in the heart—

and to spread evil stories, are most reprehen-
sible.
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It is a matter much to be deplored, that there
i8 by no means the concern about evil-speaking
among the saints of the Lord that there should
be. In His Word He has over and over again
expressed His abhorrence of it in unmistakable
terms. In the law it is written, “ Thou shalt
not go up and down as a talebearer among thy
people’” (Lev. 19: 16). The tales might be
true; but that could not excuse the bearer of
them. If a brother or sister had sinned, there
was a far different way to deal with the matter
than in spreading the story of his or her shame
through the camp of Israel. The following
verse delineates the godly way to deal with
such a case: ‘ Thou shalt not hate thy brother
in thy heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy
neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him” (ver.
17). ‘

This is most searching and solemn. If untrue,
I am bearing false witness if I repeat evil. If
true, I am defiling others and injuring the soul
of the wrong-doer, who might be delivered from
his error if I went to him in the spirit of meek-
ness. Itis an ‘“ungodly man” (who) ‘“diggeth
up evil.” A man of God will seek to cover it, by
leading the sinning one to repentance and self-
judgment.

Joab’s dealing with Abner (2 Sam. 3:27) was
of the character described in the first clause;
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the accusers of Jeremiah, in the last (Jer. 37:
11-15).

19 In the multtude of words there wanteth not sin:
But he that refraineth his lips is wise.

It is remarkable how large a portion of the
Scriptures God has seen fit to devote to the
subject of His creatures’ words. Readiness of
speech is seldom to be found where sin does not
creep in. To refrain the lips is often difficult,
but it is the part of true wisdom. In the epistle
of James an entire chapter is devoted to ‘the
tongue,” that small but most unruly member.
The man of God will weigh his words, remem-
bering that for every idle one he must give an
account, for it is written, “ By thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt
be condemned.” (See Eccl. 5:1-7.)

20 The tongue of the just is as choice silver:
The heart of the lawless is of little worth.

Tongue and heart seem to be used here al-
most synonymously, for the one is controlled
by the other. The tongue of the just bespeaks
a heart in subjection to God. Therefore the
words uttered are of value. The heart of the
lawless is made known by his idle and perverse
conversation. It was so in the case of Simon
Magus, while his reprover displayed the oppo-
site (Acts 8: 23).
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21 The lips of the righteous.feed many :
But fools die for want of heart.

It is not only that the righteous man’s con-
versation is without foolishness and slander-
ous statements, but it is positively for profit.
When he speaks, it is for edification: others are
blessed : his lips feed many. Not so with the
fool. His speech is worthless, and he lacks the
heart to learn from those who could instruct.
Samuel and Saul again come to mind. The
words of the former were a means of blessing
to thousands, but the unhappy man he had
anointed failed himself to profit thereby. See
also vers. 31, 32.

22 The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich,
And He addeth no sorrow with it.

How unspeakable the folly that would lead
one to turn from ‘‘ pleasures forevermore’ and
riches imperishable, untainted by sorrow, for
the vain baubles offered by the world and Sa-
tan, which leave only pain and disappointment
at last! The blessing of the Lord is found in
the pathway of obedience. Even Christians
often miss it by laxity, and indifference to moral
and doctrinal evil. Such can only blame them-
selves when, walking by the light of their own
fire and the sparks that they have kindled, they
lie down in sorrow.
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It is not that the blessing of the Lord insures
freedom from tribulation in a world like this;
but whatever the trial, all can be received as
from a loving Father’s hand, and thus no sor-
row will be known. Habbakuk and Paul, in
large measure, had entered into the blessing
here spoken of (Hab. 3:17-19; Phil. 4:11-13).

23 It is as sport to a fool to do mischief:
But a man of understanding hath wisdom.

What the wise man would shrink from with
horror, the fool will practice, not only with
complacency, but with positive fiendish delight.
The man of understanding, whose heart and
mind are controlled by the fear of the Lord, will
behave himself wisely in a perfect way. Such a
fool was Balaam; and Phinehas was a man of
understanding, whose wisdom stayed the ven-
geance of the Lord (Num. 31:16; 25: 6-13).

24 The fear of the lawless, it shall come upon him:
But the desire of the righteous shall be granted.

25 As the whirlwind passeth, so is the lawless no more :
But the righteous 1s an everlasting foundation.

The two proverbs are really one, contrasting
the expectation and end of the righteous and
the wicked. The lawless, however bold his ap-
pearance, has ever a gnawing fear at his heart
of impending calamity. He may well dread the
future, for it has judgment unsparing for his
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portion. The desire of the righteous will as
surely be granted—even blessing forevermore.
Soon, as the whirlwind passeth, will the
wicked pass away and be no more, so far as
this world is concerned. It is no question of ex-
tinction of being. He will be gone from earth
into a dark and grief-filled eternity. An ever-
lasting foundation is that of the righteous—
even God’s imperishable truth. Daniel and his
accusers illustrate the two sides (Dan. 6 : 4—24).

26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes,
So is the sluggard to them that send him.

As a strong acid sets the teeth on edge, and
smoke inflames the eyes, so is it beyond meas-
ure irritating to place confidence in a man who
is really indifferent to the success or failure of
his commission. How often have the Lord’s
sent ones proven to be sluggards, dallying with
the world, turning aside for any trifle, instead
of pursuing their path with purpose of heart!
See the unfaithful servant in Luke 19 : 20-26.

27 The fear of Jehovah prolongeth days:
But the years of the l;z:wless shall be shortened.
28 The hope of the righteous shall be gladness:
But the expectation of the lawless shall pensh.
29 The way of Jehovah is strength to the perfect:
But destruction [shall be] to the workers of iniquity.
30 The righteous shall never be removed:

But the lawless shall not inhabit the earth.
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Again, in all four verses, though each a dis-
tinct proverb, we have the righteous and the
lawless in contrast, both as to the present and
the future. Not greater will be the difference
between the two classes in eternity than in
time. Now, the fear of the Lord prolongs life;
for the indiscretions and iniquities of the law-
less break their physical constitutions and
shorten their days. In eternity, gladness shall
be the fulfilled hope of the righteous, while the
vain hope of the wicked shall perish, and his
portion be endless judgment.

Strength is found in the way of Jehovah; de-
struction and woe shall be to those who tread
the paths of sin. In the age to come, the portion
of the righteous shall abide; he shall never be
removed : but the evil-doer will have no inherit-
ance in the glorious kingdom then to be estab-
lished. For both worlds the lawless are not
gainers, but losers, by their wilful rejection of
the Word of Life; while ‘ godliness is profitable
in all things, both in the life that now is, and
that which is to come.” A host of testimony-
bearers on each side come up to confirm the sol-
emn truths here enumerated so pithily. Cain
and Abel; Noah and the antediluvian world;
Abraham and his idolatrous kin; Isaac and
Ishmael; Jacob and Esau; Joseph and his accu-
sers; all in the first book of the Bible, with a
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vast number throughout its remaining books,
witness the great contrast which the testimony
of experience in all ages has but confirmed.
With two additional proverbs on the tongue
the chapter closes. They are intimately con-
nected, and should be considered together:

31 The mouth of the righteous bringeth forth wisdom :
But the froward tongue shall be cut out.

32 The lips of the nghteous know what is acceptable :
But the mouth of the lawless speaketh frowardness.

The way and end of the two classes we have
noticed. Again we are instructed as to the dif-
ference in their speech, which but makes bare
the state of the heart. Wisdom and acceptable
words proceed from the lips of the righteous,
like limpid streams from a pure fountain. Fro-
wardness, like a filthy torrent, is poured forth
by the tongue of the wicked, soon to be silenced
in judgment. Jezebel is a solemn beacon, de-
claring the truth of this word in regard to the
wicked. Elijah, whom she hated, may be cited
as an instance on the other side.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

RIGHTEOUSNESS and lawlessness in con-

trast is the subject of this chapter, as of
the major part of the last. It is as though God
would, in the wonders of His grace, use every
opportunity to warn the young and inexperi-
enced of the dangers and sorrows to be encoun-
tered when the heart rebels against His Word ;
and to put before them the blessings and de-
lights, both temporal and spiritual, to be found
in subjection to wisdom and truth.

1 A false balance is abomination to Jehovah :
But a perfect weight is His delight.

The balances of earth our God would have
regulated by the balances of the sanctuary. Ab-
solute integrity is His delight. A deceitful bal-
ance indicates lack of uprightness in heart.
Man may never be cognizant of the error; but
where the fear of God is before the eyes, He will
be considered, and every transaction will be
conducted in His presence. It is a solemn thing
when Christians follow the world in the slip-
shod business methods of the day. How the
name of Christ is dishonored when shams and
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false weights are discovered in the case of such|
It is well to often call to mind what is written
in the law, “Thou shalt not have in thy bag di-
vers weights, a great and a small: thou shalt
not have in thy house divers measures, a great
and a small: but thou shalt have a perfect and
just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt
thou have: that thy days may be lengthened in
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee”
(Deut. 25: 13-15). Such was God’s standard
for an earthly people. How shameful when a
heavenly people fall below it! It may seem a
trifling thing that a yardstick is slightly short,
or a pound weight not up to the standard ; and
one may try to ease his conscience by saying
that it is customary, and that people know
what to expect; but these are the things that
indicate character, and tell of a good conscience

put away. A Zaccheus may well cause such to
blush (Luke 19: 8).

2 When pride cometh, then cometh shame:
But with the lowly is wisdom.

Nothing is more detestable in God’s sight
than pride on the part of creatures who have
absolutely nothing to be proud of. This was
the condemnation of the devil—self-exaltation.
In another, how hateful we instinctively see it
to be; but in ourselves, how readily and almost
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unconsciously is it tolerated! In any case, it
indicates a lack of brokenness and self-judgment
before God. Lowliness of mind is an indication
of true wisdom. It bespeaks the man who has
learned to judge himself aright in the presence
of God. In Nebuchadnezzar we have a striking
illustration of the two opposite states mani-
fested at different times in the same person
(Dan. 4).

3 The integrity of the upright shall guide them:

But the perverseness of the treacherous shall destroy
them.

When there is purpose of heart to walk in the
truth, the Spirit of God can be counted upon
for guidance and direction. When the heart is
treacherous, destruction will assuredly follow.
The principle here laid down 1s far-reaching and
of vast importance. It enters into every detail
and ramification of a believer’s path and serv-
ice. It is not so much intelligence that is
lacking among the mass of saints as real in-
tegrity of heart. There will often be found
true devotedness to Christ coupled with very
little knowledge of Scripture, and yet remark-
able ability to try the things that differ, and
to use what little one has for the glory of God.
On the other hand, great intelligence has fre-
quently been found coupled with gross careless-
ness and treacbery of heart, leading to a moral

Google



Chapter Eleven 113

and spiritual breakdown eventuaily. A tender
conscience, subject to the guidance of the Word
and Spirit of God, is the great desideratum.
Contrast Obadiah and Ahab (1 Kings 18: 3, 4;
21: 25).

4 Riches profit not in the day of wrath :
But righteousness delivereth from death.

How empty and vain the confidence of the
wealthy who trust in uncertain riches, in the
day of wrath; whether it be when God suffers
such a day to overtake men on earth, or wheth-
er we think of the full outpouring of His wrath
upon the wicked dead! See Rev. 6:12-17;
and 20: 12-15.

Righteousness alone delivereth from death:
righteousness of which man in his natural state
is bereft. Declared righteous by faith when
God’s testimony is believed, practical righteous-
ness flows from the impartation of the new na-
ture when born again. Noah, found righteous
when the rest of the world had lapsed into vio-
lence and corruption, is an apt illustration of
the truth here stated (Gen. 6).

5 The righteousness of the perfect shall make straight
his way:
But the lawless shall fall by his own lawlessness.
6 The righteousness of the upnght shall deliver them:
But transgressors shall be taken in their own naughti-
ness.
8
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7 When a'dllawless man dieth, his expectation shall
rish :
And Ptl:e hope of unjust men perisheth.
8 The nghteous is delivered out of trouble,
And the lawless cometh in his stead.

Retribution, a manifest law of God both for
this world and the next, is the great lesson of
these verses, which connect intimately with
verses 27 to 30 of the preceding chapter. ‘‘God
is not mocked: whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap’’; whether of the flesh unto
corruption, or of the Spirit unto life eternal.
“The Lord is a God of judgment, and by Him
actions are weighed.” Nothing escapes his no-
tice. All shall receive a just recompense of re-
ward. The path of righteousness leads to end-
less glory; that of lawlessness, to sorrow and
woe. He who seeks to ensnare the upright will
fall into the meshes of his own gin. No better
example is to be found of the instruction of this
section than the book of Esther in its entirety.*
Daniel’s experience with his accusers, as before
noticed, emphasizes the same principle. God’s
retributive justice is swift and sure. It is in
vain to seek to turn aside His holy and right-
eous governmental dealing.

*Those who have paid little attention to the moral instruc-
tion contained in the book referred $o, might find profit in con-
sulting ‘‘ Notes on the Book of Esther,” by the same Author.
To be had of the same Publishers,
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9 A hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbor:
But through knowledge shall the righteous be de-

livered.

The hypocrite has but one thought before his
mind—to cover his own baseness, whatever the
consequences to others: hence a readiness to
falsely accuse and destroy the peace of the in-
nocent in order to maintain the mask of right-
eousness for one’s self. But the upright can af-
ford to leave all in the hands of God, who in His
own way and time will vindicate His servant.
The case of Potiphar’s wife and Joseph might
have been in Solomon’s mind as he penned the
words (Gen. 39 et al.).

10 Whegl .it oeth well with the righteous, a city re-
joiceth:
And when the lawless perish there is shouting.
11 By the blessing of the upright, a city is exalted :
But it is overthrown by the mouth of the lawless.

Whatever may be the sins or evil propensities
of men individually, collectively they realize, in
some measure at least, the value of national
and municipal righteousness. Therefore they
hail with delight rulers who are wise and good ;
for through such, a city is lifted up; while evil
rulers are detested because of the manifest un-

happy results of their oppression. Thus men
rejoiced over the downfall of Abimelech (Judges
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9:53-57), and, in a later day, upon the exalta-
tion of David (2 Sam. 19: 14).

12 He that is void of heart, despiseth his neighbor;
But a man of understanding holdeth his peace.

When another would stir up strife, it is well if
he be met by one who has been instructed in the
school of Him ‘who, when He was reviled, re-
viled not again; when He suffered, He threat-
ened not, but committed Himself to Him that
judgeth righteously.” If railing and unkindness
be met with contempt or anger, however well
deserved, it is but adding fuel to the flame. To
go quietly on, as David when cursed by Shimei,
committing all to God, is the course of wisdom
and blessing. See notes on chap. 20: 22.

13 A talebearer goeth about revealing secrets:
But he that is of a faithful spinit concealeth a matter.

Talebearing, even though the tales be true, is
most mischievous. If there be a fault, to lov-
ingly admonish in private, and then conceal
from all others, is in accordance with the mind
of God.

There is an instructive word in this connec-
tion in the 37th of Exodus. Vers. 17 to 24, in-
clusive, relate to the making of the candlestick,
or lampstand, for the tabernacle. Among the
accessories to it, we read in ver. 23 that Moses
““made his seven lamps, and his snuffers, and
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ais snuff-dishes, of pure gold.” There is that
here that is intensely interesting, and unspeak-
ably precious.

No lamp will long burn well without occa-
sional snuffing. Hence God has made provis-
1on even for so apparently insignificant a mat-
ter as this. To the mind of man it might seem
of trifling importance as to how a light was
snuffed, and what was done with the black
snuff afterwards. In God’s eye, nothing is triv-
1al that concerns the glory of His Son, or the
welfare of His people.

The snuffers were made ‘ of pure gold "’—that
which symbolizes the divine glory, and speaks,
too, of perfect righteousness. It may often hap-
pen that some saint of God is losing his bright-
ness, and no longer shining for Him as he once
did. Itis the priest with the golden tongs to
whom is entrusted the delicate task of *snuff-
ing.” ‘Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a
fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in
the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest
thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). Thus will
the ‘“‘snuffing’ be accomplished according to
God, and the restored brother’s light burn all
the brighter for it.

But what then? Is the evil to be spread
abroad, and made a matter of common knowl-
edge? Ah, there were not only the snuffers, but
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the snuff-dishes; and they too were of pure
gold! The priest was to put carefully away, in
these golden receptacles, the black, dirty snuff
which he had removed from the wick. To have
gone about spreading the filth upon the spot-
less garments of other priests would have been
to defile them all. It must be hidden away in
the presence of God! Is not this where we often
fail ?

How much grief and sorrow might have been
prevented in many an assembly if the golden
snuff-dishes had been more often used! On ev-
ery hand we hear of strife and discord brought
about through evil speaking; and it is remark-
able how ready we are to listen to that which
we know can only defile. Oh that there might
be more ‘‘ angry countenances’’ among us when
the backbiter is out seeking to spot and blacken
the snowy garments of God’s holy priests| See
chap. 25: 23.

In the New Testament the divine way of deal-
ing with a brother’s fault is clearly defined:
“ Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and
him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast
gained thy brother” (Matt. 18:15). If breth-
ren would sternly refuse to listen to complaints
against others until this first condition has
been complied with, it would go far to do away
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with evil speaking. Many a brother would be
won if approached in priestly nearness to God
by one who carried with him the golden snuff-
ers and the snuff-dish.

But if he refuse to hear? Then ‘‘take with
thee one or two more;’’ and if stil} wilful, as a
last resource, ‘‘tell it unto the church.” But
this not till the other means have failed.

By thus acting in accordance with the word
of God, much shame and misery might be
spared innocent persons, and many wandering
ones recovered who, through backsliding, are
driven deeper into the mire. God, too, will be
glorified, and the Lord Jesus honored; for He
has said, ‘“If I then, your Lord and Master,
have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash
one another’s feet. . . . If ye know these things,
happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13: 14, 17).

14 Where no management 1s, the people fall:
But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.

To depend entirely upon one’s own judgment
is the height of folly. Even the wisest and god-
liest are often given to blunders and errors of
discernment; for infallibility is a dream in-
dulged in concerning one man alone. To weigh
a matter in the presence of God; to invite the
counsel of those whose experience and spiritual-
ity evidence ability to try the things that differ,
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is the course of wisdom. Rehoboam lost the

major part of his kingdom by neglect of this im-

portant truth; and many a one has suffered -

grievous loss for the same disdain of counsel

and help.

15 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it:
And he that hateth suretyship is sure.

These words were written centuries before the
Cross to warn men of what is still a very com-
mon ground for failure and ruin in business life.
To go surety for a stranger is a most danger-
ous thing, as thousands have learned to their

SOrrow.
But there was One who knew to the full what

all the consequences of His act would be, and
yet, in grace, deigned to become ‘‘Surety for a
stranger.” ‘Ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for
your sakes He became poor, that ye through
His poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). He
was the stranger’s Surety.

A surety is one who goes good for another.
Many a man will do this for a friend long
known and trusted; but no wise man will so
act for a stranger. But it was when we were
‘““strangers and foreigners,”’ ‘‘ enemies and alien-
ated in our minds by wicked works,” that Jesus
in grace became our Surety. He ‘“died, the Just
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.”
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All we owed was exacted from Him when He
suffered upon the tree for sins not His own. He
could then say, ‘I restored that which I took
not away ”’ (Psa.69:4). Bishop Lowth’s beau-
tiful rendering of Isa. 53 : 7 reads, ‘It was ex-
acted, and He became answerable.” This is the
very pith and marrow of the gospel.

How fully He proved the truth of the words
we are considering when He suffered on that
cross of shame! How He had to “smart for
it,”” when God’s awful judgment against sin fell
upon Him! But He wavered not. In love to
God and to the strangers whose Surety He had
become, ‘““He endured the cross, despising the
shame.”

His sorrows are now forever past. He has
paid the debt, met every claim in perfect right-
eousness. The believing sinner is cleared of
every charge, and God is fully glorified.

“ He bore on the tree the sentence for me;
And now both the Surety and sinner are free.”

None other could have met the claims of
God’s holiness against the sinner and have
come out triumphant at last. He alone could
atone for sin. Because He has settled every
claim God has raised Him from the dead, and
seated Him at His right hand in highest glory.

There He sits—the glorified One, administer-
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ing grace and blessing to all who see in Him
the stranger’s Surety, and trust Him for them-
selves.
16 A gracious woman retaineth honor:

And strong men retain riches.

As strength of body enables a man to retain
his wealth against those who would assail it,
50 strength of character is evidenced even in the
weaker vessel by the ability to yield, in grace,
rather than to stand for what might be
thought her rights; and thus she retains honor.
Many are fearful of forfeiting the admiration of
others by kindliness and humility, and so wrap
themselves in a haughty, chilling dignity which
after all makes them but the objects of scorn, if
not of disgust. Nothing is so truly lovely and
admirable as a gracious, conciliatory spirit,
whether in the home, the assembly, or in our
dealings with the world. How brightly does
this shine out in Abigail (1 Sam. 25)!

17 The merciful man doeth good to his own soul:
But the cruel troubleth his own flesh.

It is the same kindly, forgiving spirit that is
here lauded. Not only others, but one’s own
self, will be blessed and helped thereby; while
hardness and cruelty will inevitably come back
on the one who so acts. He cannot but be un-
happy in his own soul; and then, with what
measure he metes, it shall be measured to him
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again. Joab was a man of this stamp (1 Kings
2:5,6); in Isaac we see the opposite (Gen. 26).
18 The lawless worketh a deceitful work:
But to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure
reward.
19 As righteousness tendeth to life:
So he that pursueth evil [tendeth] to his own death.
20 They that are of a froward heart are abomination
to Jehovah:
But such as are upright in their way are His delight.
21 Though hand join in hand, the evil-doer shall not be
unpunished :
But the seed of the righteous shall be delivered.

Sin and righteousness are set in sharp con-
trast again. Deceit and lawlessness go togeth-
er. They shall be to the eternal undoing of
those who practice them, because all such are
an abomination to the Lord.

In the upright He delights, therefore their re-
ward is sure. Itis in vain for men to attempt
to ward off the certain judgment coming by
confederating together to defeat the justice of
the Almighty. Vengeance will inevitably follow
their iniquitous course; but deliverance shall
come in due time to the righteous. Sennacherib
and Hezekiah are the central figures in a solemn
scene that sets forth the great and important
principle of these verses (2 Chron. 32).

22 As a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout,
is a fair woman that 1s without discretion.
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Utter incongruity! Beauty allied to virtue is
incomparably lovely. Bereft of discretion, it is
sad indeed. See Jezebel’s melancholy history.

23 The desire of the righteous is only good:
But the expectation of the lawless is wrath.

“Thoughts of peace and not of evil” fill the
heart of the righteous. His desire shall be more
than met; for “all things work together for
good to them that love God, who are the called
according to His purpose.” The expectation of
the wicked is only judgment. He heaps up
wrath for himself against the day of wrath.
Note chap. 10: 28, and see Jeremiah and Zede-
kiah (Jer. 17:16; 34:1-3).

24 There is that scattereth and yet increaseth:
And there is that witholdeth more than is meet,
but it tendeth to poverty.
25 The liberal soul shall be made fat:
And he that watereth, shall be watered also himself.

Bunyan’s quaint rhyme, propounded as a rid-
dle by Old Honest, and explained by Gaius, is in
itself a suited commentary on these verses:

“ A man there was, though some did count him mad,
The more he cast away, the more he had.”

“ He that bestows his goods upon the poor
Shall have as much again, and ten times more.”

It is the divine plan for increase and enlarge-
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ment. Like the Egyptian farmer who scatters
his seed upon the retreating waters of the Nile,
to reap a rich harvest ‘‘ after many days,” so
the one who is in touch with the philanthropy
of the heart of God will find true increase later
by scattering now ; while he who greedily seeks
to keep all for himself will find his course has led
to utter ruin. In 2 Cor.9:6-10 the Holy Spirit
takes this up as a divine principle, and applies
it to the grand subject of Christian benevolence.
St. Paul there quotes the latter part of ver. 24
and the beginning of ver. 25. ‘‘But this I say,
He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully. Every man accord-
ing as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth
a cheerful giver.” And he goes on to assure
them that He who notes all done for His glory
will minister in abundance to them who thus
freely use the substance committed to them for
the blessing of others. The Philippian assem-
bly had tasted of the joy of thus ministering to
the Lord (Phil. 4: 10-19). In Nabal of old
we learn the folly of greed and self-occupation
(1 Sam. 25: 10, 11, 38).

26 He that withholdeth com, the people shall curse him
But bllet;:ing shall be upon the head of him that sel-
eth it.
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To hold in store that which would feed the
multitude while people are dying for need of it,
with a view to extortionate charges later, is
conduct that deserves the curses it draws forth.
The story of the medieval bishop of Rouen who
so acted has made his name for centuries to be
execrated and detested. We have just seen such
a case in Nabal, who, living in prosperity him-
self, refused to share with David and his follow-
ers when persecuted by Saul. In Joseph, the
husbander of Egypt’s resources for the good of
the famine-stricken world, we see behavior such
as is commended in the last clause.

If in this world the curses of the dying shall
fall upon the withholder of corn, what shall be
said of him, who, being in possession of the
bread of life, having the knowledge of the pre-
cious grace of God, is yet quite unconcerned as
to the need of the vast multitudes on every
hand who are going on to the second death, the
lake of fire? It is in vain to plead that they
know, and do not heed. The Christian is re-
sponsible to warn, to preach, to entreat the lost
to be reconciled to God. We are debtors to all
men because of the treasure committed to us.
Sad indeed will be the accounting for such as
live to themselves, withholding the corn which

alone can meet the dire need of the spiritually
famine-stricken. Blessings shall be on the head
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of those who are as earnest in offering to men
the free grace of God, as are the men of business
in seeking sales for their wares.

27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favor:
But he that seeketh mischief, it shall come upon him.

It is again the retributive justice of God that
is brought to our notice. The seeker after good
shall be rewarded according to his faithfulness
in endeavoring to bring joy and cheer to his fel-
lows. But the mischief-maker, who rejoices in
iniquity and desires the undoing of his neigh-
bor, shall be undone himself. The confession of
Adoni-bezek is a striking case in point (Judges
1:5-7). Caleb well illustrates the first clause
(Josh. 14.: 6-13).

28 He that trusteth in his niches shall fall:
But the righteous shall flounish as a branch.

Those who prosper in the world are very apt
to ‘“trust in uncertain riches;”’ hence the need
of being continually reminded of the evanescent
character of all that this scene affords. See the
rich fool of Luke 12: 16-21.

The genuine riches are moral—not material.
It is the righteous—not the moneyed man—who
is truly wealthy. See the blessed man of Psa. 1.

29 He tba.t (tiroubleth his own house shall inhent the
wind :
And the fool shall be servant to the wise in heart.
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To trouble one’s own house is, I take it, to so
walk as to leave an evil example for those com-
ing after to follow. Jehovah visits the iniqui-
ties of the fathers upon the children to the third
and fourth generation. Itis not merely physi-
cal ills handed down in judgment, as in the case
of the drunkard’s child being born with an inhe-
rent tendency to disease; but the father's ways
are copied by the children. This is what is so
prominent in the case of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, * which made Israel to sin.”

The fool, though superior in station, will be
the servant to the wise in heart. Itis not the
outward trappings and insignia of office that
make a man to be truly great. When Daniel
and Belshazzar met face to face, or when Paul
and Festus confronted each other, who were the
superior persons?

30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life;
And he that is wise winneth souls.

A tree of life to those who perish—such is the
fruit of the righteous. Refreshment and glad-
ness are shed forth, that those who languish
may enter into blessing. Thus,‘ he that is wise
winneth souls.” It is not merely, as in the
A.V., that “he that winneth souls is wise’’;
but all who are truly wise according to God
will be channels of blessing to others—winners
of souls. Searching is the truth here stated.
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Wisdom consists not in the knowledge of Scrip-
ture, or divine principles, precious as such are
and must be; but in the ability to walk in the
power of these things, and to so minister to
men and women, yea, and children too (preemi-
nently, one might say), that they shall be won
for Christ and His truth. Tested by this, how
few are the wise! Itis evident that soul-win-
ning is not the slipshod business many would
make it out to be—the mere hit-or-miss ministry
that is so common to-day. On the contrary, it
is a divine science, requiring much earnest prep-
aration of heart in the presence of God; careful
study of the need of the souls of men and of the
truth of the Scriptures as given to meet that
need. Paul is again, of all merely human soul-
winners, the great example here, ‘“made all
things to all men, if by any means he might
save some.” This is the wisdom so much
needed in turning men from the power of Satan
unto God (1 Cor. 9: 19-23).

31 Beholi,r:e righteous shall be recompensed in the

Much moré the lawless and the sinner,

This is the passage quoted by the apostle
Peter (though from the Septuagint version) in
the 4th chapter of his first epistle, where he
says, ‘ The time is come that judgment must be-

gin at the house of God: and if it first begin at
9
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us, what shall the end be of them that obey not
the gospel of God ? And if the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear?’” (vers. 17, 18). By comparing this
18th verse, in its transposed form, with the
proverb itself, much light is shed on the quo-
tation as used by Peter. The righteous being
scarcely, or with difficulty, saved, refers to their
salvation on earth, not their entrance into
heaven. Here, in this scene, righteous and wick-
ed are subjects of God’s government. If, then,
the godly shall be visited and recompensed here
for the evil they may do when the heart turns
away from the Lord, what of the wicked and
the openly profane? Dire indeed will be their
judgment. In a national way, we see this in
the case of Israel, the righteous nation, punished
in measure for their sins; so was Edom, the
proud, defiant persecutor, who had cast off all
fear of God. See the prophecy of Obadiah.

God never spares His children when they wil-
fully follow their own ways. ‘“ Whom the Lord
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom He receiveth.” How impious the
thought that the wicked can defy Him as they
please, and yet go unpunished at last! Judg-
ment may linger, but it is certain to be executed
eventually. ¢ They shall not escape.”
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CHAPTER TWELVE

| Whoso loveth instruction, loveth knowledge :
But he that hateth reproof is brutish.

HE man who loves instruction for its own
sake values true knowledge, let it come
through what channel it may. What he desires
is the truth, not the ability to display his ac-
quirements. The mere vain pedant hates re-
proof, and, like a brute beast, values not correc-
tion (chap. 10: 17). He prefers his own unbri-
dled will, however contrary his thoughts and
ways may be to sound instruction. This was
the great characteristic of the world before the
flood (Job 22:15,17). Josiah, the godly young
king of Judah, is a fine example of the opposite
(2 Chron. 34).

2 A good man obtaineth favor of Jehovah:

But a man of wicked devices will He condemn.
3 A man shall not be established by lawlessness:
But the root of the righteous shallynot be moved.

In the very nature of things, the face of the
Lord cannot but shine upon the good man.
His root shall be firmly established. *‘‘He shall
be holden up, for God is able to make him
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stand.” But that same divine character which
makes Him delight in uprightness necessitates
His condemnation of a man of wicked devices.
He shall never be established. ‘The ungodly
shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in
the congregation of the righteous.” See Hushai
and Ahithophel (2 Sam.15: 32; 16:15-23; 17,
et al.).

4 A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband :
But s{: that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his
nes.

It would be a grave mistake to limit the word
virtuous to the thought of chastity. The virtu-
ous woman is one in whom all noble qualities
shine, as set forth fully in the last chapter.
Such a woman is indeed a crown to her hus-
band. One who by folly and slothfulness makes
ashamed is like the sudden coming on of old
age. Contrast Sarah (Gen. 18: 12 and 1 Peter
3:1-6) with Job’s wife (Job 2: 9, 10).

5 The thoughts of the nghteous are just:
But the counsels of the lawless are deceit.

6 The words of the lawless are to lie in wait for blood:
But the mouth of the upright shall deliver them.

7 The lawless are overthrown, and are not:
But the house of the righteous shall stand.

P
Right thoughts result in right words and
right actions, and shall be rewarded by Him
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whose delight is in righteousness. But evil
thoughts have their fruitage likewise in evil
words and deeds, and they too shall receive a
just recompense of reward. The judgment of
God is according to truth, as every soul of man
shall own at last. Contrast Absalom and
David.

8A maél shall be commended according to his wis-
om:
But he that is of a perverse heart shall be exposed

to contempt.

Even among natural men wisdom is a com-
mendation, while a vain and foolish spirit but
exposes to contempt. The world can appreci-
ate sobriety and spiritual intelligence, though it
may refuse or even persecute it. But to pretend
to either, while bereft of both, is to draw forth
the disgust of all reasonable men. Note the dif-
ference in the estimation formed by their fellows
of Gideon and Abimelech (Judges 7 to 9).

9 He that is despised, and hath a servant,
Is betlt)er t‘limn e that honoreth himself and lacketh
read.

The Douay version renders the final line some-
what differently: ‘ Better is the poor that pro-
videth for himself.” The thought evidently is,
that the one who is looked down upon as
lowly, but whose needs are met, is far happier
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and more to be envied than he who delights in
making a pompous display while feeling the
pinch of hunger and distress. See Jacob and
Esau (Gen. 25 : 27-34).

10 A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast:
But the tender mercies of the lawless are cruel.

A truly righteous man cannot act inconsist-
ently with his character even in regard to a
dumb beast. The very dependence of the crea-
ture upon his consideration will but tend to stir
his compassions, so that he will treat it with
the kindliness proper to all noble souls. The
wicked, or lawless, on the other hand, becomes
only the more brutal as he recognizes his own
title to control the lower creation. Cruelty and
unrighteousness go hand in hand. Contrast
Jacob with Balaam. See Gen. 33:13, 14 and
Num. 22: 23-31.

11 He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread :
But he that followeth vain persons is void of heart.

The diligent husbandman is abundantly re-
warded for his toil, while the trifling, idling
companion of reckless coxcombs is but mani-
festing his lack of intelligence. This is a search-
ing word for young Christians. God’s word is
a field well worth our tilling. Those who obey
the apostolic injunction conscientiously, ¢ Study
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to show thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth,” are invariably re-
paid for every hour earnestly devoted to the
consideration of this precious field. Many, alas,
waste much time in idle folly, companying with
empty, frivolous worldlings, and neglecting
their Bibles, to the serious detriment of their
spiritual life. Such often wonder how it is that
other Christians can discover so much that is
new and edifying in the Scriptures. They see
no such lovely lessons and helpful suggestions.
No; because they do not really ¢ till the land.”
If they did, they too would be satisfied with
bread.

Incalculable is the loss those who so act must
suffer, both in time and eternity. This neglect
of the Bible is the root of much backsliding,
coldness of heart, and departure from God.
Where the believer makes it a daily practice to
“dig” into the Book for himself, and then seeks,
by the Spirit’s power, to walk in the truth
learned, growth in grace and in the knowl-
edge of the things of God soon becomes most
marked. Timothy is a fine pattern for all young
saints on this point (2 Tim. 3:14-17), while
the ungodly Jehoiakim is a warning beacon for
all in danger of taking the opposite course to
that we have been outlining (Jer. 36 : 22-32).
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12 The lawless desireth the fortress of evil :
But the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.

13 The evil is snared by the transgression of the lips:
But the just shall come out of trouble.

The wicked would surround his very soul
with evil, while hoping to escape in the day of
retribution; but he is snared with the words
of his mouth, and worse are the calamities to
which he is exposed than those which he sought
to ward off. Vide Gehazi (2 Kings 5:20-27).

The righteous, with holy confidence, places his
trust in God, and bears fruit to His glory. In
the day of his trouble he has a Deliverer near at
hand. See Elisha (2 Kings 6: 17).

14 A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of
his mouth:
And the recompense of a man's hands shall be ren-
dered unto him.

We have seen over and over again in this
book that it is a principle of the divine gov-
ernment, which no man may turn aside, that
‘‘whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also
reap.” To every man will recompense be made
according to his doings. The Christian is not
superior to this law of the kingdom of God. He
the rather bows his head and owns its justice.
See the parable of the unmerciful servant (Matt.
18: 24-35).
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15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes:
But he that harkeneth unto counsel is wise.

16 A fool’s wrath is presently known:
But a prudent man covereth shame.

Two things are here stated as being charac-
teristic of the man who is denominated a fool;
that is, one who lacks divine wisdom. He is
proud and self-confident, refusing to brook cor-
rection: on the other hand, he is intolerant of
others’ faults, manifesting his indignation read-
ily, and making worse the wound in place of
binding up. The wise and prudent man is in
every way the contrast to all this. He is hard-
est on himself; consequently readily accepts
counsel, willingly owning that others may be
wiser than he; and he is ever ready to cover the
shame of another, rather than to tell it abroad.
It is the same contrast that existed in the days
of Noah, when Ham unblushingly related the
tale of his father’s shame, as though himself su-
perior to his sire; while Shem and Japheth went
backwards to cover their dishonored parent
(Gen. 9).

17 He that speaketh truth showeth forth righteousness:

But a false witness, deceit.

18 There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword :
But the tongue of the wise is health.

19 The lip of truth shall be established forever:
But a lying tongue is but for a moment.
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20 Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil:
But to the counsellors of peace is joy.

21 There shall no evil happen to the just:
But the lawless shall be filled with mischief.

22 Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah:
But they that deal truly are His delight.

The six verses are all occupied with the same
general theme—lips of truth contrasted with a
lying tongue. The latter is an abomination
to Him who is Himself the Truth. The former
He delights in because in accord with His own
nature.

Honest speech manifests integrity of heart:
falsity declares unerringly the lack of truth in
the inward parts. The one who hesitates not
at deliberate lying scatters pain and sorrow on
every side; his venomed words piercing like a
sword the hearts of sensitive and gentle souls.
To these the tongue of the wise is health and up-
building. But the day of reckoning is coming,
when the lip of truth shall be established for-
ever, and the lying tongue go into oblivion.

It is well to remember that it is intentional
deceit that is here in question. One is often
pained to hear good men recklessly charge oth-
ers with lying because they have uttered an un-
truth in the innocency of their hearts. A state-
ment may be false as to fact, which is true as to
intent; just as a statement may be true as to
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fact, which was uttered with the intent to de
ceive. Itis the deceit in the heart that causes
the lips to utter a lie. Nomne should be so
charged unless the evidence makes it clear there
was intention to prevaricate.

The just shall be preserved from evil, even as
they have sought the good of their fellows: but
to the lawless, judgment without mercy shall be
meted out; for God cannot but make manifest
His hatred of that which is false, and His ap-
probation of truth and righteousness. Con-
trast Nehemiah and Sanballat (Neh. 6 : 5-9).

23 A prudent man concealeth knowledge :
But the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.

The man who has least worth saying is gen-
erally the man who says the most. The pru-
dent man is not forever airing his knowledge;
the fool loses no opportunity to proclaim his
empty folly. See Jeremiah and Hananiah (Jer.
28:1-11).

24 The hand of the diligent shall bear rule:
But the slothful shall be under tribute.

It is not ability only that causes one to suc-
ceed, and secures advancement. There must be
earnest endeavor, otherwise talent and bril-
hancy count for nothing. The slothful, how-
ever much he may have the advantage of an-
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other in natural gifts and intelligence, will in
the end be inferior to the patient plodder. This
18 what some one has called ‘‘the gospel of
work.” It is all-important, both in the natural
and the spiritual sphere. Contrast Gideon and
Barak (Judges 6: 11, 12; 4.: 4-9).

25 Heaviness in the heart of a man maketh it stoop:
But a good word maketh it glad.

““How forcible are right words,” bringing
comfort, cheer and encouragement to those in
grief of soul and bitterness of spirit]! See Nehe-
miah and Artaxerxes (Neh. 2: 2-8).

26 The righteous searcheth out his neighbor:
But the way of the lawless seduceth them.

The man whose own ways are clean, and
whose conscience is free, will be able to sound
and search his neighbor in a godly way to his
edification and restoration to God, if his steps
have gone astray. ‘‘He that is spiritual dis-
cerneth all things.” The insubject, lawless man
has not his brother’s good at heart, but rather
his undoing; hence his words are seductive and
ensnaring. Nathan is an illustration of the
first; the wise woman of Tekoa, of the second
(2 Sam. 12: 1-14; 14.: 1-20).

27 The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in
hunting :
But the substance of a diligent man is precious.
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Some men can bestir themselves for a time,
but soon fall back into their customary slothful
manner. Many are they who attend the minis-
try of the Word but fail afterwards to meditate
upon and make their own what they hear.
Their course is like one who goes forth to the
field or forest, and while the excitement of the
hunt is upon him spares no pains, but turns
his prey to no true account afterwards. The
way of the diligent is very different. He uses
what he has, and thus more is given, as in the
parable of the talents. Ruth, who gleaned all
day and at even ‘ beat out that which she had
gleaned,” is a striking illustration of this (2:
17). The servant who hid his pound in a nap-
kin pictures the contrary spirit.

28 In the way of righteousness there is life;
And in the pathway thereof there is no death.

The way of righteousness is that path of the
just that shineth more and more unto the per-
fect day. Passing through a scene of death, it
goes on to the land of life; and that eternal life
18 now the precious possession of all who, by
the straight gate, have entered upon it. What
men call death, real and true as it is to every
one who treads the path of sin, for the justis
but the end of the way opening into the glad-
ness and glory of the Father’s house. “This
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God is our God forever and forever. He will be
our guide even over (not, as in the A. V., unto)
death.” Happy the portion of all who tread
the way of holiness, through a world of sin, up
to the city of God |
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

N the first verse of this portion we are again

reminded that it is the wise who are grate-

ful for counsel and help; the foolish scorner
will not accept rebuke.

1 A wise son heareth his father's instruction :
But a scorner heareth not rebuke.

It is the part of true wisdom to own that the
more experienced may save me much by in-
structing me as a result of what has been
learned of a road already trodden, and which
to me is all new ground. The self-confident
scorner will pass on, indifferent to the words of
the wise, to learn for himself by bitter experi-
ence of the snares and pitfalls he might have
been saved from, had he been humble enough to
accept counsel from those competent to teach.
Contrast Isaac (Gen. 26) with Simeon and Levi
(Gen. 34.: 25-31).

2 A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth:
But the soul of the transgressors shall eat violence.

3 He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life :
But he that openeth wide his lips shall have de-
struction.
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The evil speaker is but laying up trouble and
sorrow for himself in the future; as the one into
whose lips grace is poured shall surely find
grace when in need himself. To control the lips
is to keep the life. The perfect man is the one
who has his tongue in subjection. He who
lacks wisdom 1n this respect will bring sure de-
struction upon himself. Of this Shimei is a sol-
emn warning (1 Kings 2: 8); while David,
when tempted greatly to speak for himself, illus-
trates the opposite (1 Sam. 17: 28, 29).

4 The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing :
But the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.

The New Testament reiterates the principle
here declared, that ‘‘if a man will not work, nei-
ther shall he eat.” Itis as true in the things of
the spiritual life as of the natural. The diligent
seeker after the precious truths laid up in the
word of God is the one who is made to rejoice
over that Word as one that findeth great spoil.
The sluggard’s portion is leanness of soul and
dissatisfaction continually. Contrast Ezra 7:
10 with the returned captives (Hag. 1: 2—6).

5 A righteous man hateth lying:
But a lawless man is loathsome, and cometh to shame.
6 Righteousness keepeth him that is.perfect in the way :
But lawlessness overthroweth the sinner.
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Truth in the inward parts is the secret of
practical righteousness. That which is false is
necessarily hateful to the one who is in the way
of holiness. He has judged iniquity, and his
coneern is to so walk in secret before God as to
glorify His name in this world, where it has
been so terribly dishonored. The insubject man
makes himself odious, and is overthrown by his
own sin, being put to shame even here, and
whose future portion is to be cast into outer
darkness for eternity. Contrast Jehoiada and
Athaliah (2 Kings 11).

7 There is that feigneth himself rich, yet hath nothing :

There is that feigneth himself poor, yet hath great
riches.

It is the nature of fallen man to act the hyp-
ocrite. The poverty-stricken will pretend to
wealth; the wealthy will feign poverty. He
who has nothing desires to be esteemed as one
who has much; and he who has great riches
ofttimes considers his safety to lie in being con-
sidered one who has little or nothing. The first
is proud and vain; the last, mean and miserly.
The one is the spirit of Laodicea (Rev. 3:17):
the other we see carried out by the wily Gibe-
onites, to deceive Joshua and the army of Israel
(Josh. 9). ‘

8 The ransom of a man’s life are his riches:
But the poor heareth not rebuke.
10
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The verse is confessedly ambiguous. Various
renderings give little help. The thought seems
to be that riches are the confidence of their pos-
sessor. He therefore can haughtily scorn the
one who would reprove him. But the indigent
is crushed by a rebuke, having no spirit left to
enable him to stand against it. Both are natu-
ral men, apparently.

9 The light of the righteous rejoiceth:
But the lamp of the lawless shall be put out.

Brightly burns the flame of testimony when
fed with the oil of grace, which the righteous
alone possess. The lamp of the lawless may
flare for a moment, but the true state of affairs
will soon be manifested. He lacks the oil, so
the light must fail. Compare the ten virgins
(Matt. 25).

10 Only by pride cometh contention .
But with the well-advised is wisdom.

What a commentary on the subtle pride in all
quarters are the many bitter contentions be-
tween individual saints and collective bodies
meeting in the name of Christ! Only by pride
cometh strife. It is well that this solemn word
be kept in mind. If pride were judged, and the
sin of it frankly owned before God, how soon
would much that has been contended for be
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seen in its true light, as contrary to the Scrip-
tures, and hence opposed to the spirit of Jesus
Christ! Itis an old saying, that “it takes two
to make a quarrel.” Where the effort to main-
tain a foolish dignity prevails, or covetousness
leads the heart to desire what belongs to an-
other, contention speedily is stirred. But if met
by lowliness and grace on the part of the of-
fended one, how soon must the strife ceasel
With the well-advised is that wisdom which en-
ables him to give the soft answer that turneth
away wrath. In the matter of the strife be-
tween the herdmen of Abram and Lot, we see
how pride was at the root. Most effectually
did Abram meet it, when he offered first choice
to the man who had no title whatever to the
land which Jehovah had given to the other
(Gen. 13).

11 Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished :
But he that gathereth by labor shall increase.

That which comes easily, easily slips away.
It is treasure for which one has toiled that he
really values, and is careful in the use of. The
principle abides when applied to the true riches,
the precious truth of God. Some, like a sponge,
readily absorb, but as readily give out under
pressure. That which is valued is what has
been won by labor. ‘‘ Studv to show thyself ap-
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proved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” Wealth such as this is surely worth
the self-sacrifice and devotion required to ob-
tain it; and when so obtained, it shall abide,
and increase. See Ziba (2 Sam. 16:4; 19: 29),
as contrasted with Caleb (Josh. 14.: 6-14).

12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick:
But the desire that cometh to pass is as a tree of life

The ever unsatisfied longing of a hungry soul
results in faintness of spirit and sickness of
heart. Such is the hopeless hope of the Christ-
less. How blessed the contrast in the case of
the Christian! He, too, at times is sick with
longing; longing to behold the Beloved of his
soul: but soon shall his desire be accomplished,
and precious as the tree of life shall be its fulfil-
ment. David once was sick with yearning de-
sire. He would taste the water of the well of
"his childhood. But when his desire was met
and the water was brought, it was too precious
for him to taste: he poured it out before the
Lord (1 Chron. 11:15-19).

13 Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed:
But he that feareth the commandment shall be re-
warded.
14 The law of the wise 1s a fountain of life,
To depart from the snares of death.
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15 Good understanding giveth favor:
But the way of transgressors is hard.

To despise the word of instruction, which is
the law of the wise (giving favor with God and
man, as so abundantly proven by both Joseph
and Daniel, and a host of others), is to expose
oneself to shame now, and eternal ignominy
hereafter. But he that feareth the command-
ment, recognizing in it a fountain of life, will be
preserved from the sorrows attendant upon the
way of the transgressor, and the dark outlook
beyond. Pharaoh despised the word, and fell
beneath the avenging hand of the Lord. Saul
despised the word, and was put to grief before
the Philistines. The last three kings of Judah
despised the word, and learned to the full, when
too late, the terrible mistake made. Would
that the solemn example of these, and many
more whose lives are recorded in both sacred
and secular history, would speak loudly to
those bent on taking their own way and ignor-
ing the commandment of the Lord, who has
said, “To this man will I look, even to him
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trem-
bleth at My word”’ (Isa. 66 : 2).

16 Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge :
But a fool layeth open his folly.

It is the part of ordinary prudence to lay to

Google



150 Notes on Proverbs

heart what we have been considering. Fools
alone will refuse it, and thereby manifest their
folly. Alas, that so large a number of those
who as to this world are wise, should be fools
as to the next! And yet, after all, true wisdom
for the life that now is, is manifested by subjec-
tion to God and dealing with the knowledge
His word imparts. It is the sinfully foolish one
who turns a deaf ear to the voice of truth.
Contrast Moses and Aaron with Korah and
his company (Num. 16).

17 A lawless messenger falleth into mischief:
But a faithful ambassador is healing.

The messenger who runs unsent, waiting not
for his commission from his master, will but fall
into and produce mischief. The one who faith-
fully goes forth as the ambassador of another
carries health and blessing. In the work of the
gospel this is all-important. We live in a day
of great restlessness and activity. But few are
the servants who wait to get the mind of the
Lord as revealed in His Word. The result is
much mischievous teaching and faulty instruc-
tion, that bewilders and perplexes the hearers.
Precious is the message of the faithful ambassa-

dor as he goes forth beseeching men to be rec-
onciled to God (2 Cor. 5: 20).

18 Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth in-

struction :
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But he that regardeth reproof shall be honored.

Men may foolishly consider it beneath them
to bow to instruction, and learn from those
competent to teach; but lasting honor comes
to the one who is humble enough to receive help
from whoever can impart true knowledge;
while ignominy and poverty shall be the por-
tion of the self-sufficient soul. See Johanan and
the captains (Jer. 42. Comp. chap. 12:1).

19 The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul :
But it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.

20 He that walketh with wise men shall be wise:
But a companion of fools shall be destroyed.

When the heart’s desire is attained, the soul
rejoices. But the only desire of the fool is the
gratification of his unbridled passions. He re-
fuses to entertain the thought that iniquity is
to be shunned. ‘‘Evil communications corrupt
good manners.” Association with the wise
tends to wisdom. Companionship with vain
persons is condueive to further vanity, and re-
sults in moral and spiritual ruin. Contrast Re-
hoboam with the young king Josiah (1 Kings
12: 8; 2 Kings 22).

21 Evil pursueth sinners :

But to the righteous good shall be repaid.
22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s
children:
And the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.
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Again and again throughout this book the
principle of retributive justice, even in this life,
is insisted on. The sinner pursues evil, but only
to find evil pursue him; while the righteous
man who extends his goodness to others is re-
paid in kind. And when at last called away
from this world, the good man, whether he
leaves a fortune in material things behind him
or not, yet bequeaths to his descendants an
honored name and a holy example—an inherit-
ance of incalculable value. That which the evil-
doer has laid up is soon dissipated, and passes
into hands better able to use it aright. Con-
trast Jonadab the Rechabite (Jer. 35: 6-11)
with Coniah (Jehoiachin, Jer. 22 : 24-30).

23 Much food is in the tillage of the poor:
But there is that is destroyed for want of judgment.

The poor husbandman will, if diligent, use
every corner of his little plot, producing an
amount and a variety of food that is often as-
tonishing to his wealthier neighbor, many of
whose broad acres are allowed to lie fallow,
and much of whose crop may, through careless-
ness, be permitted to run to waste and be de-
stroyed.

The man of small opportunities often makes
the most of what he has, while the one of large
privileges becomes slothful and neglectful.
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We may see a needed lesson here as to spirit-
ual things? Is it not frequently the case that a
brother or sister with much leisure for study
and prayer, boundless opportunities for the
enjoyment of ministry, oral and written, and
gifted in large measure, will be found to be ta-
king his or her ease in a careless, lethargic spirit,
gaining very little real food daily, and giving
out little to others? On the other hand, how
much more common a thing is it to find one
whose daily toil occupies most of his waking
hours, and whose talents and education are
alike of a mean order, yet devoting himself ear-
nestly to using what he has, letting scarcely
a moment slip by wasted, and so gathering reg-
ularly much food for his own soul, and con-
stantly imparting refreshment and blessing to
his brethren!

The lack of spirituality is not the result of a
lack of time to cultivate the things of God; but
it betrays failure to use the opportunities pre-
sented.

We have heard of a blacksmith blowing a bel-
lows, with a leaf of God’s word before him upon
the wall, that he might glean a little for his soul
as he attended to his forge; and of a cobbler
pegging shoes with his Testament in front of
him, from which ever and anon he snatched a
precious morsel for his spiritual upbuilding. It
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was the tillage of the poor; but life and conver-
sation proved there had been much food in it.

“No time for God’ generally means ‘No
heart for God,” if the full truth were told. The
diligent soul will make time, and often proves
that a small portion of Scripture, or a few min-
utes of prayer, bear rich fruit, when heart and
conscience are truly exercised. See the prayer
of Jabez (1 Chron. 4: 9, 10).

24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son:
But he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.

Family discipline should be patterned after
the divine discipline of Heb. 12. It is not love,
but the lack of it, that leaves a child to himself;
to develop, unchecked, tendencies and propensi-
ties which shall result in future sorrow. Ours
is a day of great laxity on this point. The com-
ing generation will reap the bitter fruit of the
absence of restraint and the evident aversion
to chastening, so manifest in the majority of
homes. A sickly sentimentality, supposedly wi-
ser and more compassionate than God Himself,
has made it fashionable to decry the use of the
rod, as a relic of a barbarous age; but the dif-
ference in the character of children and the home
is certainly in the favor of Scripture, as any one
may see who will.

It is even worse where, among Christians,
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government is ignored on the plea that graee is
reigning. Grace never sets aside government.
The two principles are not opposed, or antago-
nistic. In the divine ways, they go on side by
side, as they should in the home. Contrast Eli
(1 Sam.3:13,14) with Abraham (Gen.18:19).

25 The nghteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul:
But the belly of the lawless shall want.

The portion of the righteous may be small,
but enjoyment is with it, for heart and con-
science are at rest. But the lawless, though he
riot in pleasure and plenty for a time, finds no
real satisfaction; and his recklessness shall
bring him to want at last. How much happier
the portion of Lazarus at the gate of the rich
man, with Abraham’s bosom awaiting him,
than that of the lawless prodigal of the previ-
ous chapter (Luke 16 and 15).
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

THE wise and the foolish woman are brought
before us in vivid contrast in the opening
verse:

| Every wise woman buildeth her house :
But the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.

The wise woman, by counsel and example,
will lead her household in the right way, direct-
ing their steps in accordance with the word of
the Lord. Thus her house is established on an
immovable foundation of righteousness. The
foolish, through her evil behavior and unwor-
thy instruction, lays up sorrow for herself and
grief for her offspring by her unholy influence.
Contrast the mothers of Moses and of Ahaziah
(Ex. 2; 2Chron. 22: 2, 3).

2 He that walketh in his uprightness feareth Jehovah:
But he that is perverse in his ways despiseth Him.

It is the life that proves whether one is really
walking before God or not. The testimony of
the lips, if contradicted by the behavior, is of
little worth. The one who fears the Lord will
be characterized by godliness and faithfulness.
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‘“ He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself
also so to walk even as He walked.”

If the ways are perversc, and opposed to His
revealed will, it is proof that God is really de-
spised, and not feared: He wants reality. To
talk of reverence while obeying the dictates of a
selfish, carnal nature, is but hypocrisy. This
was Saul’s snare. Samuel declared the answer
to it all when he said, ‘‘ Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to harken than the fat of
rams” (1 Sam. 15: 22). The testimony of the
people themselves proves the prophet to have
walked before them in the fear of God (1 Sam.
12).

3 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride:
But the lips of the wise shall preserve them.

Out of his own mouth the fool, by his vain
boasting, condemns himself; but the words of
the wise declare the state of their hearts. Able
to give the soft answer that turneth away
wrath; slow to speak and swift to hear—their
conversation manifests the wisdom that is in
them. See Goliath and David (1 Sam. 17:
41-49).

4 Where no oxen are, the cnb is clean:

But much increase is by the strength of the ox.

It would be a drastic measure indeed to slay
the oxen in order to have a clean stable. The
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purpose would surely be attained, but at what
a cost|

The strength of the ox adds to the wealth of
the farm, and makes it well worth the use of a
little time spent regularly in cleansing the stall.
“Doth God take care for oxen, or saith He
it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes,
doubtless, it is written.” It is cause for lamen-
tation to notice the readiness with which as-
semblies sometimes resort to getting rid of
troublesome saints, thus cutting off much in-
crease and blessing which might have ensued
had patience and grace but been exercised. Too
often it is taken for granted that the great ob-
ject of discipline in the house of God is to get rid
of the offender; whereas the truth is just the
opposite. Earnest endeavor to recover the err-
ing one should be the first thing thought of.
Much crying to God, and identifying ourselves
with the sin of one who has misbehaved, will
accompany this, if we are before Him about it
as we should be. Finally, if all is in vain, and
the evil-doer persists in his sin, refusing to re-
pent, excision is.the last sad acknowledgment
that the case must be left in the hands of God.

To bring the matter before the saints, and
take summary action, before every available
means has been used with a view to his recov-
ery. wav indeed cleanse the assembly; but it
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will be to the loss of all. 'We need one another.
It is when we have the effectual working of
every part, by that which every joint supplieth,
that there is blessing and increase of the whole.
How much better is it to cleanse by leading an
erring brother to repentance, thus covering his
sin, than by excommunicating him before all
possible means have been exhausted in seeking
his restoration to God! See Judges 20: 35—43;
21:1-3). '
5 A faithful witness will not lie:
But a false witness will utter lies.

The faithful testimony-bearer gives forth
words of truth and soberness. A false witness
cannot be depended on, for he has committed
himself to the declaration of what he knows is
untrue. The Christian is called to be a follower
of Him who is preeminently * the faithful and
true witness.” Refusing to handle the word of
God deceitfully, he is to speak what he knows
on the authority of divine revelation. To give
out the vaporings of the human mind, with its
idle speculations, will be to utter lies instead of
truth. See Paul before Festus and Agrippa
(Acts 26 : 25); and note the sad contrast in the

case of Peter in the corridor of the council-room
(Luke 22 : 55-62).

6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not:
But knowledge is easy unto the intelligent.
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The scorner may inquire, but he sets not his
heart upon the answer. Therefore wisdom he
fails to find. But to the intelligent who are ac-
tuated by a sincere desire to know the truth,
even if it mean to be obliged to judge them-
selves and their ways thereby, knowledge is
easy.

It 18 so, preeminently, with the attainment
of the understanding of the Scriptures. The
mocker is continually finding cause for objec-
tions and foolish quibbles in the word of God.
The devout and upright soul sees onmly light
where the other sees darkness. If a man has
difficulty in accepting the truth of the Bible, it
will almost invariably be found that it is be-
cause he 18 clinging to and persisting in some
unholy course that the Word condemns. When
sin is judged, and iniquity repented of, all be-
comes clear. Pilate was one who asked, *“ What
is truth?’’ but was not concerned enough to
tarry for a reply, though Truth Incarnate stood
before him. Daniel, long before, had proven
that all is plain to the spiritually intelligent.

7 Go from the presence of a foolish man,
When thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowl-
edge.
8 The wisdom of the prudent is to understand hisway:
But the folly of fools is deceit.
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9 Fools make a mock at sin [or, at the trespass-offering]:
But among the righteous there is acceptance.

When it becomes evident that a man is bent
on folly, with no concern about righteousness,
it 18 best to leave him to himself. To argue or
reason with such a one is useless. It is defiling
to the wise, and but gratifying to the pride of
the fool. ‘From such turn away.”

The prudent has wisdom given him to guide
him aright. For this the fool has no desire.
His heart is utterly false, and deceit is on his
lips. At sin, and the offering for it, he mocks.
He has never realized the heinousness of the one,
nor the need of the other. Consequently it is in
vain to try to turn him from his lawless course.
The righteous find acceptance because they have
judged themselves, and bowed to God’s just and
holy sentence. Owning their true estate, they
find a better one. Walking in obedience to God,
they are acceptable to Him.

Let none gather from this that Scripture
teaches that acceptance, in the sense of salva-
tion, is on the ground of legal works. Far from
it. Not until a man is justified by faith, as
Abraham, does he do the works of righteous-
ness. Good deeds are not the procuring cause
of justification and new birth, but the result of

these great and important blessings.
n
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For an example of the fools who make a mock
at sin, and refuse instruction, see Jer.44.: 15-19,
where the remnant in Egypt defy the word of
the Lord spoken through His prophet.

10 The heart knoweth its own bitterness;
And a stranger doth not intermeddle with its joy.

Every heart has its secret of joy or sorrow
that no other ever shares. Hidden deep down
from the sight of the nearest and the dearest
are, often, griefs too deep for utterance, or joys
too great for words. How truly was this the
case with our blessed Lord Himself] Who ever
sounded the depths of the anguish of His soul,
or who can estimate aright His joys?

To such a High Priest we can go with our
own heaviest sorrows, and with Him we can
share our inmost thoughts of exultation and
delight.

11 The house of the lawless shall be overthrown:
But the tent of the upnight shall flourish.

12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man,
But the end thereof are the ways of death.

13 Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful ;
And the end of that mirth is heaviness.

If the “young man” who gives his attention
to the wisdom of Solomon perish at last, as a
result of missing the path of life, it will not be
for lack of warning. and a paucity of instruc.
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tion. Clearly and unmistakably, the two classes
are again contrasted.

We read first of the house of the lawless and
the tent of the righteous. The house might
seem by far the more stable, but it shall be over-
thrown; for its foundations shall be destroyed
because built upon sinking sand. The pilgrim’s
tent wherein the upright tabernacles as he jour-
neys through a foreign scene,—foreign to the
new nature within him,—will abide and flourish
till tenting days are over.

Man naturally chooses his own way—a way
that seemeth right unto himself. But it ends in
death, for it is opposed to the truth of God.
““The labor of the foolish wearieth every one of
them, because he knoweth not how to go to the
city ”’ (Ecc. 10: 15).

There is a city which the most sinful and vile, if
believing in a future state at all, cannot but long
to enter—that city discerned afar off by Abra-
ham, and described by John as the New and
Holy Jerusalem, of which the Lamb who died is
the Centre and Lamp from whom shines all the
glory of God. He Himself said, while on earth,
“I am the Way.” By His name alone is salva-
tion proclaimed to sinners lost and guilty.
There is none other name, and no other way,
that will lead to the city of light.

A way there is—yes, many such; but none can
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rightly be designated the way save Jesus only.
The end of a way that seemeth right is death—
death moral, death spiritual, death eternal, yet
death conscious forever|

Those who refuse the Way, to tread a way of
their own choosing, find no true joy or confi-
dence. ‘They, being ignorant of God’s right-
eousness, and going about to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted them-
selves unto the righteousness of God’ (Rom.
10: 3). Ience their way is one of doubt and
uncertainty. Though they laugh, the heart is
not at rest, and their mirth is destined to end in
madness. See Micah in Judges 17 and 18 : 14—

26.*
Happy those who refuse every way of man’s

devising, and turn to Him who is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life!

14 The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own
ways :
And a good man shall be satisfied from himself.

The word *backslider’ occurs in this verse
only. Elsewhere in the Bible it is never used.
‘“ Backsliding ”’ is found a number of times in our
English version, fifteen in all (generally as an

¥ A gospel address on this solemn passage can be found in
the Author’s ‘‘Only Two Religions’’; to be had of the same
Publishers.
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adjective, though also as a participle, and sev-
eral times as a noun), but only in the books of
Jeremiah and Hosea. It is well to notice that
neither form of the word occurs in the New Tes-
tament.

A backslider is one who has given up ground
once taken for God. Many a soul gives up in
heart long before it is manifested in the life.
The conscience becomes defiled ; and if self-judg-
ment does not follow, the truth begins to lose
its power over the heart. The sad result of a
broken-down testimony soon follows, till he is
filled with his own ways. Itis important,how-
ever, to carefully distinguish between backslid-
ing and apostasy. The backslider is one who
fails in practically carrying out the truth. The
apostate, on the other hand, gives up the truth
entirely, even denying the Lord that bought
him; thus proving his unreality, whatever his
previous profession may have been. It is to
such that John refers in his first epistle, chap. 2:
19, as also Paul in Heb. 6 and 10. Needless to
say, no true believer ever becomes an apostate.

The good man—that is, the man who is real
for God—shall be filled from what is in himself.
The testimony of the Lord controls the reins of
his being. His life will be in accord therewith.

Peter was a backslider in heart long before he
fell; so, we may rest assured. was David. In
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the faithful stand of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, we see men whose hearts were under
the sway of divine principles when in seclusion,
and who therefore overcame in public (Dan. 3).

15 The simple believeth every word:
But the prudent man looketh well to his going.
16 A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil:
But the fool rusheth on, and is confident.
17 He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly:
And a man of wicked devices is hated.
18 The simple inherit folly:

But the prudent are crowned with knowledge.
19 The evnlpbow before the good;

And the lawless at the gates of the righteous.

Wise and simple are relative terms, referring
not so much to mental condition as to the fear
of the Lord on the one hand, and indifferent self-
sufficiency on the other.

The simple are ready with amazing incredu-
lity to believe anything given forth by men as
foolish as themselves, while stumbling over the
clearest truths of revelation. No one has such
strong faith in the greatest absurdities as the
very man who quibbles over the truth of God.
The unbeliever can believe unhesitatingly that
he is the descendant of a long line of lower ani-
mals ranging all the way from protoplasm to
ape, while he sneers at the Christian who re-
ceives by faith the divine record that ‘“God
hath made man upright, but they have sought
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out many inventions.” The prudent man mis-
trusts himself, and trusts the word of the living
God. Ordering his steps in that Word, he looks
well to his going.

Fearing the Lord, the wise man departs from
evil. The fool, heeding no one, led by his lustful
desires, rushes on in vainglorious self-confidence
to his own destruction. If opposed in his fol-
lies, he rages in anger, but finds himself the ob-
ject of the hatred of his fellows, because of his
wicked devices. In searching for lawless pleas-
ures he shall inherit folly, and at the end, when
his wild race is run and his years of recklessness
are past,in his decrepitude and poverty he shall
bow at the gates of the righteous, forced at last
to own that they had chosen the better part.
Having devoted themselves to the acquisition
of wisdom, the good are crowned with knowl-
edge, and honored, when the simple are de-
spised. Contrast Saul and David.

20 The poor is hated even of his own neighbor:
But :E:o rich hath many friends.
21 He that despiseth his neighbor sinneth:
But he that is gracious to the afflicted, happy is he.
22 Do they not err that devise evil?
But loving kindness and truth shall be to them that

devise good.

In a world like this, where covetousness rules,
the rich will always have many to land and ad-
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mire them; while the poor will be despised and
oppressed. To so act is to greatly err, for hath
not God chosen ofttimes the poor of earth to be
rich in faith? The eye of God is beholding all,
and He will reward those who are gracious and
kindly in their dealings with the lowly. He will
see that loving-kindness and truth are meted
out to them in return. Contrast the princes
of Judah with Ebed-melech (Jer. 38: 1-13; 39:
15-18).

23 In all labor there is Eroﬁt:
But the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury,

Labor is profitable, both because of what is
produced, and in that it fills the hands and occu-
pies the mind, thus greatly lessening the danger
of giving way to a corrupt nature. But mere
talk, empty boasting, and foolish vaunting of
oneself, results in material and spiritual pov-
erty. How suited the prayer for fallen crea-
tures, “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth:
keep the door of my lips” (Psa. 141:3)! See
the parable of the two sons, one of whom la-
bored to profit; the other said, and went not:
it was the talk of the lips alone (Matt. 21:
28-31).

24 The crown of the wise is their riches:
But the foolishness of fools is folly.

Whether poor or wealthy in this world’s

Google



Chapter Fourteen 169

goods, the wise are always rich, because pos-
sessing treasure that can never fade away. The
fool, whatever his possessions, is but filled with
folly, and nothing shall profit him eventually.
Of Nabal, Abigail had to say, ‘“Nabal (a fool)
is his name, and folly is with him.” And the
words are true of all his class. Amnonis a fit
illustration of this unhappy company (2 Sam.
13:13). For the lasting portion of the wise,
see Dan. 12: 3.

25 A true witness delivereth souls:

But a deceitful witness speaketh lies.

In verse 5 we had a faithful witness; here, a
true witness. Such a one will deliver souls.
Our Lord presents Himself in the double charac-
ter of the ‘ Faithful and True Witness” to Lao-
dicea. Heitis, in a day of lukewarmness and
laxity, who abides the Faithful Testimony-
bearer, maintaining the truth; and the True
Witness, delivering all who bow in repentance.
A deceitful witness is in every way the contrary
of this—playing fast and loose with the teach-
ing of the Scriptures, to the eternal loss of those
who credulously accept his unholy speculations.
“If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into
the ditch.” Contrast Moses with Jannes and
Jambres (2 Tim. 3: 8).

26 In the fear of Jehovah is strong confidence:
And His sons have a place of refuge.
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27 The fear of Jehovah is a fountain of life,
To depart from the snares of death.

To teach the fear of Jehovah was the object
of the Holy Spirit in inspiring Solomon to pen
the Proverbs. He who has learned it finds
strong confidence and a place of refuge. It is
not the slavish fear of an abject bondman, but
that filial reverence which all His children love
to render Him. Such rejoice to have found a
fountain of life, and instruction as to their path
on earth, so that they may avoid the snares of
death. ‘““Soms,” or “children” (A.V.), is used
here in a moral sense. Relationship to God, as
we now know it, was not revealed before the
coming of the Son of God into the world to
make known the Father. But those who truly
feared the Lord were manifested as His children
though they had not received the Spirit of adop-
tion, enabling them to cry, ‘“Abba, Father.”
See Cornelius (Acts 10).

28 In the multitude of people is the king's honor:
But in the want of people is the jestmction of a
prince.

Rank and title avail nothing if there be not
those who own the authority of a monarch.
When the Lord Jesus “in His own times shall
show, who is the blessed and only Potentate,
King of kings, and Lord of lords,” all redeemed
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creation shall own His benign sway. David
and Ish-bosheth illustrate the verse (2 Sam. 3
and 4).

29 He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding:
But he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.

The man of God will have the ability to rule
his spirit. Controlling himself, he manifests
great understanding; for he who lacks self-con-
trolis little able to profit others. A hasty spirit
but exalts folly and hinders the reception of
what may be set forth, even though it be right
and true. Bad temper is always a sign of weak-
ness. The man who knows he has the mind of
God can afford to quietly wait on Him. See
Micaiah and Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
(1 Kings 22 : 24, 25).

30 A sound heart is the life of the flesh:
But envy the rottenness of the bones.

A sound heart is the heart of one who is bro-
ken before the Lord, and has learned not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to
think. Envy manifests at once the lack of self-
judgment, and, on the part of a Christian, be-
speaks a coming breakdown of his discipleship,
if he fails to humble himself in secret. This was
the hidden cause of Asaph’s unhappiness, ¢ un-
til he went into the sanctuary of the Lord’
(Psa. 73).
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31 He tnat oppresseth the poor, reproacheth his Maker:
But he that honoreth Him, is gracious to the needy.

To deal hardly with those in poverty is to re-
proach God who made both rich and poor, and
whose inscrutable wisdom permits some to be
in affliction, while others have more than heart
can wish. He who honors God will view the
needy as left to test the hearts of those in more
comfortable circumstances, and will value the
privilege of ministering to them as far as able,
thus showing them the kindness of God. See
the case of Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 9).

32 The lawless is driven away by his evnl-domg
But the righteous is oonﬁ!ent. even in his deal

The deaths of lawless and righteous stand
out, like their lives, in vivid contrast. The
wicked is taken away in and by his iniquities,
and goes out into a hopeless eternity to face his
guilty record at the bar of Omnipotent Justice.
The upright in heart, who in life has faced his
sins in the presence of the Holy One, dreads no
judgment after death, so falls on sleep with
trustful hope of coming joy and bliss. Balaam
wished for such a death, but found the opposite
(Num. 23:10; 31: 8). Stephen knew the confi-
dence referred to, and could kneel down and die
with a prayer for the forgiveness of his murder-
ers on his lips (Acts 7 : 59, 60).
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33 Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath under-
standing :
But that which 1s in the foolish is made known.

The intelligence and sagacity of the man of
understanding make known the wisdom that is
in his heart; while the senseless behavior of
fools tells all too plainly what is within. See
note on verse 24.

34 Righteousness exalteth a nation:
But sin is a reproach to any people.

History is but the perpetual illustration of
what is here declared. Nations, like individu-
als, are judged according to their ways. No
country has prospered long that forsook the
path of national righteousness. When pride
and vanity, coupled with greed and cruelty,
have been in the ascendant, the hour of hum-
bling was not far away. Israel will ever be the
great object-lesson for all people. When the
word of God was esteemed, and His will hon-
ored, they prospered. When sin and neglect of
God triumphed, they became a reproach. He
was right who said, ‘Israel is the pillar of salt
to the nations, crying to all people, ‘Remem-

ber!’”

35 The king’s favoris toward a wise servant:

But his wrath is against him that causeth shame.
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Nothing causes one in authority to set value
upon the services of a minister of state so much
as the display of wisdom and discretion; but let
his counsel prove disastrous, and evil result
from accepting his advice, the king’s indigna-
tion will know no bounds. May those who
seek to serve a greater King be characterized
by that wisdom which shall make them of real
value in the work He has committed to them.
See Darius and Daniel, in contrast with Ahasu-
erus and Haman (Dan. 6: 3; Esth. 7: 7-9).
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

IT is impossible for man to estimate aright

the power for good or evil that lies in the
tongue. A kindly, gracious word will often dis-
arm a most ill-tempered and wrathful man;
while a sharp, cutting remark has frequently
separated friends dear to each other for years,
until some trivial circumstance arose which
might have been turned to an occasion for grace
and forbearance on the part of each had love
been ruling.

1 A soft answer turneth away wrath:
But grievous words stir up anger.

2 The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright:
But the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.

It is considered unmanly by many not to re-
sent an insult, and to allow wrathful words to
pass unchallenged; but it takes far more true
character to meet an angry man in quietness of
spirit, and to return cool, calm words for heat-
ed, hasty ones, than it does to give railing for
railing, or malice for malice. The latter be-
speaks a man who does not yet know how to
rule his spirit; the former, one who has his per-
sonal feelings in subjection. Grievous words

Google



176 Notes on Proverbs

but add fuel to the flame, while a gracious de.
meanor will go far towards cooling the angry
passions of another.

The wise man knows how to use knowledge
so that it shall be for profit; knows, too, when
to speak and when to be silent. The fool is al-
ways ready with a retort, whether it be fitting
or not.

In Gideon’s answer to the men of Ephraim we
have a precious example of the soft answer that
turneth away wrath, and the wisdom that uses
knowledge aright.

In Jephthah'’s reply to the same people we are
given to see a sad illustration of the folly of
using in such a case the grievous words that
stir up anger (Judges 8:1-3; 12: 1-6).

3 The eyes of Jehovah are in every place,
Beholding the evil and the good.

How comforting is this truth to the weary
heart, who, like poor Hagar in the desert, feels
abandoned by all save One, but can say with
assurance, ‘ Thou, God, seest me”’! To know
that His eyes are on all our ways is sweet in-
deed when there 1s confidence and hope in Him.
But for the wicked to know that he can never
hide from those all-seeing eyes is perhaps the
most terrible thing he has to face. Nor need it
be wondered at, when it is remembered that He
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who beholds all is the Holy and the True! It
is sin unrepented of that makes it so dreadful a
thing to be under the eye of God. He who ac-
knowledges his guilt, and bows in repentance
before Him, need no longer fear, for sin con-
fessed is sin removed, through the atonement of
our Lord Jesus Christ. David’s musings in Psa.
139 form a precious commentary on this verse.

4 A healing tongue is a tree of life:
But perverseness therein is a breach in the spinit.

How much more common is the tongue of
perversity than the healing tonguel The one
separates brother from brother, and makes
breach upon breach; the other binds together,
giving cheer and gladness, and is as a tree of
life to those who meditate upon its utterances.
The healing tongue is the tongue of the peace-
maker. The perverse tongue belongs to him
who sows discord among brethren. May it be
ours to covet the former and flee the latter.

Abraham possessed the tongue of healing
when he said, ‘“Let there be no strife, for we be
brethren” (Gen. 13:8). Sheba the son of Bichri
by his hasty tongue caused division and dissen-
sion in Israel and brought judgment on his own
head (2 Sam. 20).

5 A fool despiseth his father’s instruction:
But he that regardeth reproof is prudent.
12
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The young man is very apt to consider his
knowledge superior to that of his father, forget-
ting that you cannot leap over many years’ ex-
perience. It is the part of folly not to learn
from one who has been over the path before
you. To regard reproof and thankfully accept
correction is an evidence of true wisdom. Con-
trast Manasseh with his father Hezekiah (2
Kings 18 to 21).

6 In the house of the righteous is much treasure:
But in the revenues of the lawless is trouble.

See note on chap. 14.: 24. The true riches are
found in the house of the righteous. Whatever
other revenue may accrue to the evil-doer, he
shall have trouble and sorrow in large measure.
See Achan (Josh. 7: 19-26).

7 The lips of the wise disperse knowledge::
But the heart of the foolish doeth not so. .

In place of idle jests and unkind speeches, the
lips of the wise spread abroad what is for profit
and blessing—the true knowledge that edifies
the hearer. The foolish can only utter what
is in his heart and benefits no one, but really
harms. Paul and Elymas at Paphos fitly illus-
trate both sides (Acts 13: 6-12).

8 The sacrifice of the lawless is an abomination to
Jehovah :
But the prayer of the upright is His delight.
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9 The way of the lawless is an abomination to Jehovah:

But He loveth him that followeth after righteousness.

‘““They that are in the flesh cannot please
God.” The sacrifice of the wicked, together
with all their ways, is but evil in His sight.
Before He can accept aught from the sinner,
there must be repentance—a bowing of soul be-
fore Him—seeking His face in sincerity. When
there is integrity and uprightness of heart He
will manifest His favor, for He delights in those
who follow righteousness.

It is of all importance that the sinner be
brought to realize that, having gone out of the
way, he has become altogether unprofitable.
The Lord asks nothing from him, can accept
nothing from him, till he first receives the gift
offered him from heaven—the Lord Jesus Christ.
When He has been received by faith the whole
life will be changed, and loving service to God
will be most acceptable and very precious in|
His sight. But it will be the fruit of the new
life, not the labor of one toiling for that life.

It will be seen at once, in the light of the
verses before us, how contrary to Scripture it is
to ask unconverted men to give of their means
to support the work of the Lord, or to make
sacrifices for Christ’s sake. All they can do or
give will be stained with sin and unfit for His
holy presence. See Psa. 66: 18.
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10 Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way:
And he that hateth reproof shall die.

11 Sheol and destruction are before Jehovah:
How much more then the hearts of the sons of men?

12 A scomer loveth not one that reproveth him:
Neither will he go unto the wise.

‘“All things are naked and open before the
eyes of Him with whom we have to do,’” and
‘““He is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart.” The unseen world, which to man
is dark and hidden, is all open before Him. He
alone searches the hearts of men, and tries the
reins. When they refuse correction His eye is
observing their perversity, and He will see that
they are judged according to their works. Itis
only the scorner who resents correction and re-
proof, and hence avoids the wise, lest his evil
ways be called in question. But One he cannot
avoid. With Him he must have to do whether
he will or no. Solemn indeed will be the ac-
counting for opportunities refused, instruction
neglected, and grace despised. See the wise and
foolish builders of Matt. 7: 24—27.

13 A glad heart maketh a cheerful countenance :
But by sorrow of heart the spint is broken.

The happy man is the one who has a heart at
rest, and who can therefore rejoice at all times.
Such a one is the soul who has found in Christ
not only a Saviour, but a daily portion. He
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who casts all his cares upon Him, who has
learned to commit all his affairs into His hand,
will ever have a glad heart and a cheerful coun-
tenance. A burdened heart is the portion of the
one who tries to carry his own sorrows and
daily cares, and fails to turn all over to Him
who so delights to bear them for us. Nothing
breaks the spirit like hidden grief; but such need
not be the portion of any saint who will allow
the Lord Jesus to be not only his Sin-bearer,
but his Burden-bearer too. See Paul in Phil. 4.

14 The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh
knowledge:
But the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.

Our food has much to do with making us
what we are. The same is true of us morally.
We become like that on which we feed; and we
feed on what our hearts crave. The man of
understanding values knowledge, and devotes
himself to its pursuit. The fool cares not for
that which would build true character and
draw him from his evil ways, but feeds on folly
and vanity, thus becoming all the time more
empty and foolish than before.

Let the young Christian ponder this well.
Have you learned to know Christ? Then leave
behind forever the flesh-pots of Egypt. Do not
attempt to feed the new life on the world’s
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trashy literature and its sinful pleasures. If
you do, there will be no real growth, and a
moral and spiritual breakdown is sure to fol-
low. But if you set the Lord before you, and
find your food in His Word and what is for edi-
fication, you shall grow in grace and in the
knowledge of the truth. Imitate David (Psa.
119: 103, 104), Jeremiah (Jer.15: 16), and Job
(chap. 23:12). Do not allow yourself to fall
into the ways of the mixed multitude (Num. 11:
4-9), who lost their appetite for angels’ food
by lusting after Egyptian dainties.

15 All the days of the depressed are evil:
But he that is of a cheerful heart hath a continual

feast.

This connects intimately with the thirteenth
verse. One who is depressed and gloomy him-
self sees every day full of causes for grief and
dismal foreboding. It is a wretched way to
live, and indicates lack of confidence in God.
When the heart is cheerful, all days are bright,
and the soul has a continual feast. This is not
frivolity, but that holy joy which results from
tracing everything that is permitted to come
upon me back to God. Habakkuk entered into
it in large measure (Hab. 3: 17, 18).

16 Better is little with the fear of Jehovah,
Than great treasure and trouble therewith.
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17 Better is a dinner of herbs where love is,

Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.

The one who has found his joy in the Lord
can well understand the dear old saint who
spread upon his humble board a bit of bread,
an onion, and a glass of water, and then joy-
fully thanked God for ‘“all this and Jesus”|
Better, far better, is it to have little on earth,
and to know Him and abide in His fear, than
to have great treasures and varied luxuries,
coupled with trouble and hatred. So thought
Daniel and his companions when they refused
to defile themselves with the king’s meat
(Dan. 1).

18 A wrathful man stireth up contention,
But he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.

Of this the first verse of our chapter has al-
ready reminded us; but we may well have it
brought before us again, for we take so long tc
learn. A wrathful man is of necessity a proud
man; otherwise he would not be so easily
stirred by what touches himself. A lowly man
will be slow to anger, for he has learned not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to
think, and therefore will not readily resent in-
sults and offences. Contrast the spirit dis-
played by Saul and David (1 Sam. 20: 30-34;
24: 8-22).
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19 The way of the sluggard is as a hedge of thorns :
But the path of the upright shall be made plain,

Difficulties abound in the mind of the slothful
man. His way seems hedged up by thorns, and
he has all manner of excuses for not acting at
once according to what he knows is right and
suited. The upright, learning his duty, presses
on, and finds his way made plain before him as
he takes one step after another.

If God commands, I have simply to obey. He
makes Himself responsible to clear the obstacles
from my path, or to give me the ability to over-
come them. Hear David’s notes of triumph in
Psa.18: 29 and 2 Sam. 22: 30. How unhappy
the contrast in the case of the ten spies! (Num.
13.)

20 A wise son maketh a glad father:
But a foolish man despiseth his mother.

Compare with chap. 10: 1. A wise son glad-
dens the heart of his father by heeding instruc-
tion and practicing virtue. A foolish man con-
siders himself superior to his mother, and ig-
nores her loving advice and helpful counsel. See
chap. 30; 17.

21 Folly is joy to him that is destitute of heart:
But a man of understanding walketh uprightly.

Delighting in iniquity, determined to have his
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own way despite every warning and entreaty,
the fool plunges on, rejoicing in his folly. The
man of integrity, subjecting himself to the fear
of God, walks in uprightness, refusing to be
decoyed by sinful pleasures and fascinations.
See notes on vers. 16 and 18 in the previous
chapter.

22 Without counsel purposes are disappointed :
But in ?l;l:glumde of counsellors tr;y shall be es-
ta

See the note on chap. 11: 14, and compare
24.: 6.

He is a wise man indeed who cannot well af-
ford to counsel with men of intelligence and ex-
perience concerning matters of moment, partic-
ularly where others are likely to be widely con-
cerned. See Paul and Barnabas in Acts 15.

23 A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth :
And a word spoken in season, how good is it!

The answer that leaves no regrets will be a
word spoken in its season. True words are not
necessarily seasonable ones. Many a sorrow
and heartache has been caused, both to the
speaker and others, by repeating what in itself
was true enough, but which should never have
been passed on to a third party. But a word
in season is precious and helpful, refreshing to
the hearer, and giving joy to the one who utters
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it. After the idle speculations of the three
friends of Job, how seasonable was the answer
of Elihu!

24 The way of life is above to the understanding,
That he may depart from Sheol beneath.

Sheol is the world of spirits—the unseen. It
refers not to the place of future punishment
only, but to what was, even to the children of
God, before the Cross, a land of darkness be-
yond the grave. And, inasmuch as long life
was a blessing promised to the faithful He-
brew, an early cutting off from this present life
was a calamity to be dreaded. Hence the way
of life could be said to lead away from Sheol be-
neath. Those who trod it would be preserved
to an honored old age in the land given by God
to His earthly people. Hezekiah’s case aptly
illustrates the state of mind in regard to death
which was common among truly pious persons
in the past dispensation. See Isaiah 38 and
2 Kings 20.

25 Jehovah will destroy the house of the proud:
But He will establish the landmark of the widow.

“Though the Lord be high, yet hath He re-
spect unto the lowly: but the proud He know-
eth afar off”’ (Psa. 138: 6). His face is ever set
against those who exalt themselves; but from
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of old He has been the support of the fatherless
and the widow who confided in His love and
care. He would have His needy people trust
His grace more implicitly, assured that His
heart is ever towards them. But the haughty
and self-inflated have no title to His considera-
tion and loving-kindness. Their house shall fall,
and their pride be withered up. Contrast the
judgment on Coniah’s house (Jer. 22 : 30) with
the Lord’s care of the widow of Zarephath
(1 Kings 17: 10-16).

26 The thoughts of the evil are an abomination to Je-
hovah :
But the words of the pure are pleasant sayings.

Already we have considered the Lord’s esti-
mate of the sacrifice and way of the lawless.
We now learn that the very thoughts of the
evil-doer are also an abomination to Him “ who
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity.” But
the conversation of the pure is pleasant in His
sight, as being the outflow of a heart exercised
unto godliness. We see both classes in John 6:
68-71.

27 He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house :
But he that hateth gifts shall live.

Bribe-taking has been a snare to which those
whose place it is to sit on the judicial bench,
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and those called as witnesses, have ever been
exposed. Greed and covetousness have proven
the undoing of many such, to the ruin of them-
selves and the shame of all who bear their
name. The hater of gifts—that is, the one who
resolutely refuses to be bought (for in such a
case the ‘“gift "’ is really his price)—shall live.

The soldiers who guarded the tomb of our
Lord were silenced by bribes, to their eternal
dishonor (Matt. 28 : 11-15). Samuel could
challenge Israel to testify to his integrity on
this very line (1 Sam. 12: 3, 4). See chap.
29: 4.

28 The heart of the righteous studieth to answer:
But the mouth of the lawless poureth out evil things.

The man who walks in the fear of God will
weigh his words, lest by a hasty utterance he
dishonor his Lord and hinder where he desires
to help. The wicked has no such consideration,
and speaks whatever comes to his lips, let it do
what harm it may. People often actually pride
themselves on being, as they suppose, frank
and outspoken, when in reality they are simply
manifesting the unexercised state of their con-
sciences: for, if truly aroused to the value of
words, they would weigh them well ere giving
them out, and thus save much mischief and sor-
row. Because a thing is true, it is not necessa-
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rily a fit subject to be discussed, and passed on
from one to another. The righteous will con-
sider carefully its bearing for good or ill before
uttering what can never be fully recalled. Con-
trast Elisha with the sons of the prophets at
Jericho (2 Kings 2 : 15-18).

29 Jehovah is far from the lawless:

But He heareth the prayer of the righteous.

The lawless have no title to expect anything
from Jehovah; He makes no pledge to heed
their cry. When the day of their distress comes
they find none on whom to call. Of old, when
idolatrous Israel turned to Him in their trou-
bles, He refused to be entreated of them and
referred them to the gods they had served, in
order that they might realize what it meant to
have turned the back upon Him.

But He has pledged Himself to hear the prayer
of the righteous; and with Him to ‘“‘hear” 1s to
answer. The man who delights himself in God
when all is bright will ind Him a Friend nigh
at hand when darkness enshrouds the soul.
But let him not forget that it is written, “If ye
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you.” (John 15: 7). See Joshua at Gibeon
(Josh. 10: 12-14,).

30 The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart:
And a good report maketh the bones fat.
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The gospel of the glory of the blessed God is
such a “ good report.” ‘Faith cometh by hear-
ing (by, a report), and hearing (or, the report)
by the word of God” (Rom. 10: 17). Precious
as light to the eye when one has been groping
in darkness, is this grand report to a soul that
has been longing for deliverance from a bur-
dened conscience.

The good report sent from heaven to men in
their sins, is concerning God’s Son, Jesus Christ,
‘“who was delivered for our offences, and raised
again for our justification.” It is a Person who
is presented to man in the gospel. When He is
trusted, and His work apprehended, it does in-
deed rejoice the heart, ‘‘making the bones fat.”
See the jailer of Philippi (Acts 16: 29-34).

31 The ear that heareth the reproof of life
Abideth among the wise.
32 He that refuseth admonition despiseth his own soul:

But he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.
33 The fear of Jehovah 1s the admonition of wisdom;
And before honor is humility.

See note on verse 10. He who is humble
enough to be thankful for correction when go-
ing astray, shall remain among those whom
Jehovah esteems as wise.

The instructed of earth are often too proud to
receive an admonition. Fancying themselves
superior to him who would, in the fear of God,
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reprove them when in error, they disdainfully
turn away ; but in so doing show that they des-
pise their own souls.

It is only those who hear reproof who get un-
derstanding. Abiding in the fear of the Lord
they own it is the part of wisdom to acknow-
ledge their mistakes and faults, and so to re-
ceive admonition as coming from Himself, for
‘“ before honor is humility.” He who takes the
lowly self-forgetful place will be lifted up in due
time. See Joseph’s remarkable history (Gen.

37-50).
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

THE human proverb, ‘ Man proposes, but
God disposes,” finds its far earlier counter-
part in the first verse.

| The purposes of the heart are of man:
But from Jehovah is the answer of the tongue.

“Jt is not in man that liveth to direct his
way.” He may plan and arrange, but when
the time arrives to speak or act it is from
Jehovah the answer comes. See Balaam (Num.
23 and 24).

2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes:

But Jehovah weigheth the spirits.

Ever since the Fall it has been second nature
with man to justify himself. Till brought into
the light of God’s holiness there is nothing of
which he is generally so certain as the defensi-
bleness of his own conduct. His ways are clean
in his own eyes, but he is not to be trusted in his
own judgment, for the heart is deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked. Jehovah
weigheth the spirits. His balances are exact.
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His judgment is unerring; and He it is who so-

lemnly declares, ‘ Thou art weighed in the bal-
ances, and art found wanting|”’

Thus man is shut up to the salvation provided
through the finished work of the Son of God on
Calvary’s cross. Otherwise condemnation alone
can be his portion. See Belshazzar (Dan. 5:
25-30).

3 Commit thy works unto Jehovah,
And thy thoughts shall be established.

The word ‘‘ commit ”’ might be rendered “roll.”
He who rolls his affairs over upon the Lord,
will ind Him ever ready to take charge of them
all, and to carry them on to a proper comple-
tion and establishment. But it must be borne
in mind that if I thus commit all to Him, I no
longer choose for myself as to what the out-
come should be, but say with confidence, ‘“ Thy
will be done.” He would have every desire told

out in His ear, and then left in faith that He
may act according to His love and unerring

wisdom. See Hannah (1 Sam. 1: 9-20).

4 Jehovah hath made all things for himself :

Yea, even the lawless for the day of evil.

5 Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination
to Jehovah:
Though hand join in hand, he shall not be acquitted.

13
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All things shall redound at last to the glory
of God. Earth’s long tale of sin and sorrow
will only result in magnifying His love and His
holiness eventually. Those saved by His grace
will be to His praise forever; but the wicked
will also own His justice in the day of their con-
demnation. He detests pride; and all who
walk therein (let them endeavor by confedera-
tion to resist His power as they may) shall be
broken before Him and brought in guilty when
He sits on the throne of judgment. How much
better now to bow in repentance, while He is
on a throne of gracel See His word as to Sod-
om and Gomorrah (Jude 7; 2 Pet. 2: 6).

6 By loving-kindness and truth iniquity is purged ;
And by the fear of Jehovah men depart from evil.

Atonement is made for iniquity by loving-
kindness and truth—so far as putting things
right with man is concerned. Itis not a ques-
tion here of expiating sin before God. No
amount of kindly deeds and truthful words can
purge the conscience of guilt and give accept-
ance with Him. But if man has been sinned
against, the manifestation of repentance lead-
ing to putting right what was wrong as far as
possible, and consideration and thoughtful care
in the future, will go far towards clearing his
mind of the past evil. Itis the fear of Jehovab
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that leads to departure from what is unholy

and contrary to sound doctrine. So when one
is 1n the fear of God he will endeavor to have a
conscience void of offence both towards Him

and towards his fellow-men. See the apostle
Paul (Acts 24:: 16).

7 When a man’s waﬁ please Jehovah,

He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with
him.

This is a far-reaching statement, which is
much less pondered over than it should be. It
allows of no exceptions. If a man’s ways are
pleasing to the Lord, his enemies will be unable
to say one word against his character. They
may hate him, but they are compelled to own
that God is with him.

If therefore my enemies are not at peace with
me, is it not time I was asking myself, ‘Do
my ways really please Him?” Doubtless I
shall soon be reminded of something needing to
be judged in His presence.

One thing that is very conducive to closing
the mouths of enemies is, just going on quietly
“through evil report and good report,” bent on
pleasing One alone, wasting no time in self-vin-
dication, but committing all to Him who judges
righteously. A holy, humble walk must silence
even my worst foes. See Daniel (Dan. 6: 4, 5).
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8 Better is a little with righteousness
Than great revenues without right.

Integrity of heart is better than thousands of
silver and gold. How poor and mean is the
man who piles up his millions, but sacrifices his
conscience to do it! A bare living, with the
mind and heart at rest, and a walk in accord-
ance with righteous principles, is infinitely to be
preferred to a large income coupled with covet-
ousness and unholy practices. See Naboth and
Ahab (1 Kings 21).

9 A man’s heart deviseth his way :
But Jehovah directeth his steps.

Compare with verse 1. See note. People fre-
quently think they are having their own way,
when in reality the Lord is leading them with
“bit and bridle,” through strange paths, for
their discipline and blessing at last. See Naomi
(Ruth 1: 21).

10 A sure decision is in the lips of the king:
His mouth transgresseth not in judgment.
11 A just weight and balance are Jehovah’s :
All the weights of the bag are His work.
12 It is an abomination to kings to commit lawlessness :
For the throne is established by righteousness.
13 Righteous lips are the delight of kings;
And they love him that speaketh right.
14 The wrath of a king is as messengers of death;

But a wise man will pacify it.
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15 In the light of the king’s countenance is life ;
And his favor is as a cloud of the latter rain.

It is the ideal king that is contemplated. Oc-
casionally have earthly monarchs been raised
up who hated iniquity and loved righteousness,
but this world still groans for the coming and
reign of the true King, who shall judge the na-
tions with equity, and in whose mouth the vile
person shall be contemned.

It is God’s Anointed alone whose throne will
be established by righteousness, and to whom
lawlessness of every kind is an abomination.
In His lips is there a sure decision, for His
mouth transgresseth not in judgment.

For all human rulers He is the grand pattern.
In the measure that they are imitators of Him
do they properly maintain the kingly glory.

Whatever is right and true among men is
from God. All baseness and dishonest trickery
are detestable in His eyes. So we have the
weights and balances introduced in the midst
of this section, relating to kingly dignity. For
it is the same integrity that directs the decision
of the upright king and the measures of the
poorest of his subjects.

The king delights in lips of truth, and loves
sound speech. His anger is as a death-sentence,
but wisdom will pacify it. In his favor is life
and refreshing. If of the light of a man’s coun-
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tenance this can be said, how much more of the
King of kings! ‘In Thy presence is fulness of

joy."
See David (2 Sam. 3: 36).

16 How much better is it to get wisdom than gold!
And t(i get understanding rather to be chosen than
silver!
17 The highway of the upright is to depart from evil :
He that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.

Compare chap. 2: 1-9, and see notes.

The man of wisdom and understanding has
his fortune made for both worlds. But it is
easy to be deceived by a counterfeit wisdom
which descendeth not from above, being earth-
ly, sensual, devilish. That which does not be-
gin with the fear of the Lord, and keep from the
highway of iniquity, is but Satan’s counter-
feit, let it be vaunted as it may by wiseacres
who know not to depart from evil. See Daniel
(Dan. 5:11).

18 Pride goeth before destruction,
And a haughty spirit before a fall.

19 Better is it to be of a humble spint with the lowly,
Than Yo divide the spoil with the proud.

Pride was an archangel’s ruin, as it has been
the destruction of untold myriads of men and
women on earth. Itis the sure precursor of a

fall, for the High and Lofty One who inhabits
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eternity cannot permit self-exaltation, on the
part of a creature, to go unchecked.

Far better is it to be little in one’s own eyes,
and to find happy fellowship with the lowly,
than to share the pursuits and treasures of the
proud in spirit.

It is when one sees pride in another that its
hideousness is clearly revealed. How often we
will complacently tolerate in ourselves what,
when we behold it in some one else, fills us with
disgust. But God takes note of the least begin-
ning of unjudged haughtiness in each heart.
What mind can conceive how hateful it must all
be to Him| May writer and reader look to it
that this baneful sin be checked in His presence,
ere it master us to our lasting sorrow! See
Haman (Esth. 5 to 7).

20 He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good :
And whoso trusteth in Jehovah, happy is he.
21 The wise in heart shall be called prudent:
And the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning.
22 Understanding is a well-spring of life to him that
hath it:
But the instruction of fools is folly.
23 The heart of the wise maketh wise his mouth,
And addeth learning to his lips.
24 Pleasant words are as a honeycomb,
Sweet to the soul, and healing to the bones.

The five verses form a series of epigrams on
the value of applied wisdom in the various
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affairs of life. To proceed wisely in a case pre-
senting difficulties not readily overcome, is an
earnest of coming good. Only those do so, in
the full sense, who confide in Jehovah, and find
their happiness in His fear.

When wisdom possesses the reins the beha-
vior will be discreet, and kindly lips will mani-
fest a lowly heart and willingness to be in-
structed. This is true understanding; which,
like a spring of living water, dwells in the pos-
sessor of it, and flows forth to bless others.
Of fools the opposite is true. Their folly is
manifested to any person of discernment.

It is the condition of the heart that is of prime
importance. If all be right there, the words of
the lips will accord therewith; so that in place
of the speculative vaporings of the worldly ped-
ant there will be the counsel of the wise, who
kno'ws how to give forth what is profitable as
well as pleasant and cheering. Note the char-
acteristics of the wisdom that is from above in
James 3 : 17, and see the confession of the queen
of Sheba (1 Kings 10 : 6-9).

25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man,
But the end thereof are the ways of death.

This verse repeats the statement of chap. 14:
12, as though to emphasize the danger of refu-
sing the path of wisdom for self-chosen ways
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which can only end in death. See note on that
verse,

26 The soul of him that laboreth, laboreth for himself;
For his mouth urgeth him on.

It is because of his desire to be satisfied with
the fruits of his toil that the laborer pursues his
occupation. His appetite craves it of him, and
so he presses on in his service. This is as God
ordained when the fall had shut man out of the
garden of delight, and in the sweat of his face
he was commanded to eat his bread. Wealth
gotten without labor is generally a very dan-
gerous acquisition. He who knows the weari-
ness of honest toil will be careful how he uses
that which results therefrom. Ponder the cases
of Ruth (Ruth 2) and of Gideon (Judges 6: 11,
12).

27 An ung«l:dly man [or, a man of Belial] diggeth up
evil:
And in his lips there is as a burning fire.

28 A froward man soweth strife :

And a whisperer separateth chief friends.

See notes on chapter 11:13,and 17: 9. It
would be well if every one addicted to the sin-
fully cruel habit of talebearing would ponder
carefully these words. It is an ungodly man
who digs up evil, whose lips seem to be set on
fire of hell. Such a one will go about scatter-
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ing the seeds of strife as one might sow thistle-
down, or the pods of other noxious weeds, to
result in a harvest of grief and anguish to many
a soul.

There i8 no question that whispering and
backbiting is one of the greatest curses among
Christians. By means of this detestable vice
the dearest friends are alienated, misunder-
standings of all kinds are created, and many
are defiled by the recital of tales which a godly
person would seek to cover and forbear ever to
repeat. See what mischief was brought about
by the talebearing of Doeg the Edomite, and
see that you follow not in the steps of so unsa-
vory a wretch (1 Sam. 22: 9-19).

29 A violent man enticeth his neighbor,
And leadeth him into the way that is not good.
30 He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things :
Moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass.

Many an otherwise kindly and gracious soul
has been misled by the energy and apparent
earnestness of a violent man, and led on to join
him in things that were quite opposed to his
own more mature judgment, had he not al-
lowed his eyes to be blinded. But the other’s
fair speech, coupled with what men call a mag-
netic presence, have often won the day, and led
one, who would never have gone if left to him-
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self, into a way that was not good. Itis well
not to be too easily persuaded. Before making
a decision, take time to get the mind of God,
that thus you be not partaker of other men’s
sins. Neglect of this led Jehoshaphat, a most
amiable man, into many a snare (2 Chron. 18:
1, and 20: 35-37).

31 The hoary head is a crown of glory,
[If] it be found in the way of nghteousness.

Probably the last line should read simply, “It
shall be found in the way of righteousness.” The
verse does not say the hoary head will never be
found in the paths of wickedness; for, alas,
often white hairs crown the sinner’s head. But
it is characteristic of the way of righteousness;
and when found there, it is indeed a diadem of
honor. Riotous living in youth generally means
decrepitude in middle age, and premature death.
Temperance and righteousness tend to strength
of body and length of days. Hear the testi-
mony of Caleb, who wholly followed the Lord
(Josh. 14:: 11); and note what is written of
Moses (Deut. 34: 7).

32 He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty;
And he that ruleth his spinit than he that taketh a

city.
Self-mastery is the greatest of all victories.
Men have subdued kingdoms who were defeated
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in the effort to control themselves. A bad tem-
per is often excused on the ground of natural
infirmity, but it is rather the evidence of un-
judged pride and impatience. ‘Learn of Me,”
said Jesus, “for I am meek and lowly in heart.”
The meek man is not a spiritless man, but he is
slow to anger. He can be righteously stirred
when occasion requires, but not when it is his
own dignity that is in question. ‘‘Add to pa-
tience self-control” is a word for us all. It is
generally a sign of weakness when one allows
himself to become angry and excited in the face
of opposition. Note the calmness of spirit and
dependence on God manifested by Nehemiah,
throughout the book that bears his name, when
meeting the irritating sneers and downright
opposition of the enemies of Jerusalem.

33 The lot is cast into the lap;
But the whole disposing g-ereof is of Jehovah.

There is no such thing as chance, though it
seems so to the man who looks only ‘‘ under the
sun” (Eccl. 9:11). But a supreme Intelligence
is over all things, controlling even when unseen
and unrecognized.

Casting lots was a method frequently resort-
ed to among the ancients for determining vexed
questions. By this means Canaan was divided
among the tribes, and it was used on many oc-
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casions to detect guilty persons. The last men-
tion of its use in Scripture is in connection with
the election of Matthias to the vacant apostle-
ship of Judas. It would seem that, as of old,
God gave judgment, and so the company of the
twelve was kept complete. Paul evidently was
never numbered with them. He was the mes-
senger of the glory of Christ to the nations,
while the twelve were connected primarily with
the Jewish testimony.

For instances of God’s giving judgment by
the lot, see the cases of the two goats of Lev.
16: 8; the land (Num. 26: 55, and Josh. 18:
10); Achan (Josh. 7:16-18); Jonathan (1 Sam.
14.: 41); and Matthias (Acts 1: 26). In the
book of Esther we find the lot (called Pur) used
by Haman to determine a fortunate day for the
destruction of the Jews.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

E are carried back to verses 16 and 17 of
chapter 15, as we take up the first of the
wise snyings in the present section:

| Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith,
Than a house full of sacnfices with stnfe.

It will be remembered that portions of the
peace offerings were eaten by the offerer and his
friends. These are the sacrifices referred to.
Such a feast would be supposed to indicate
great piety on the part of the host and his inti-
mate associates; but if marred by discord and
contention, it lost all its precious character. A
dry morsel with peace and quietness was much
to be preferred to such an unbecoming celebra-
tion.

In some such manner had the Corinthians
misused the Lord’s Supper, making it an occa-
sion for a common feast, where strife and party
spirit raged. The apostle, rebuking them, bids
them eat their own meals in quietness at home,
that they come not together to condemnetion
(1 Cor. 11: 17-22).
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2 A wise servant shall have rule over a son that caus-

eth shame,
And shall have part of the inheritance among the

brethren.

A dependable servant is better than a misbe-
having son. The latter can only rightly blame
himself if his wronged father give him but an
insignificant allowance, or cut him off alto-
gether; while the servant who has been faithful
in the performance of his duties is remembered
as one of the household. But after all no hired
servant can give the joy to the heart of a father
that is afforded by an obedient son. See Eliezer
(Gen. 15: 2, 3).

3 The fining pot is for silver,

And the fumnace for gold :
But Jehovah trieth the hearts.

Trials and afflictions are, for the saints of
God, what the fining pot and furnace are in
the purifying of precious metals. ‘ Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temp-
tations: that the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at the appear-
ing of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1: 6, 7).

The refiner of silver and the purifier of gold
know just what heat is necessary to purge
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away all dross, and will take care that just the
right amount be permitted. So with our God
and Father. He desires to free us from the base
things of earth, and He allows us to pass
through the fires of affliction for that end. But
it is precious indeed to know that He sits by
the fining pot, waiting till His own image be
reflected in the soul; and He walks in the fur-
nace with His persecuted children. See the sons
of Levi and the three Hebrew children (Mal. 3:
3; Dan. 3: 19-26).

4 A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips;
And a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue.

When the heart hides iniquity, the ear readily
gives heed to lying lips and an evil tongue. The
upright in heart learn to know the voice of the
deceiver, and to refuse his words; but the unjust
and false soul readily falls in with those who
are like himself. See the people of Judah and
the lying priests and prophets (Jer. 5: 30, 31).

5 Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker:
And he that is glad at calamities shall not be held -

innocent.

Compare with chap. 14: 21. The Lord has
left the poor always with us that we might be
stirred thereby to kindness and consideration
for those in less agreeable circumstances than
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our own. To mock and lightly esteem them be-
cause of their poverty is to reproach Him who
has permitted our circumstances to be so di-
verse.

When calamity comes upon another, if, in
place of loving sympathy, we cherish gladness
in our hearts because of their griefs, an impar-
tial Judge is looking on who will see that we
are visited in our turn. God’s complaint as to
Edom was his rejoicing over Israel’s punish-
ment. As a result, he too was to be dealt with
in judgment. See Obad. 12-16.

6 Children’s children are the crown of old men:
And the glory of children are their fathers.

God sets the solitary in families. The aged
find their youth renewed in their children’s chil-
dren; while the young revere their fathers, and
honor them by obedience to their instructions.
This is the ideal household, where government
is administered according to God, and love rule-
all hearts. Happy the home where the divine
pattern is exemplified. See Jacob and the sons
of Joseph (Gen. 48 : 8-22).

7 Excellent speech becometh not a fool :
Much less do lying lips a noble.

Good words from the mouth of an evil man

are distasteful and out of place, for the life fails
14
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to back them up. There is a sense of dissimula-
tion about them that is very repugnant to an
upright soul. On the other hand, noblesse
oblige (rank imposes obligation). Falsehood
coming from one who is looked up to as a
leader of the people is even more to be decried.
Men feel instinctively that he who leads others
should be real himself. They will overlook lack
of ability, an absence of bnilliancy, or of natural
or acquired talent; but unreality they will
never forgive. It was this sense of the fitness
of things that made men ask in derision, “Is
Saul also among the prophets?’’ when his lips
uttered ‘‘ excellent things”’ (1 Sam. 10: 10-12).
The same feeling has caused the unconverted to
remember with scorn Abraham’s denial of his
wife. The very fact of his exalted position
causes his sin to be the more marked (Gen. 20:
1-13).

8A giflt itsh a stone of grace in the eyes of him that
ath it:
Whithersoever it tumeth, it prospereth.

A gift presented as a token of pure affection
and esteem will be highly valued by its pos-
sessor, and will pave the way for much that is
of value. He who would find love, should be a
giver—not a mere receiver. But see verse 23.
Jonathan’s gifts to David cemented their friend-
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ship by expressing the love that was in his
heart (1 Sam. 18: 3, 4).

Spiritually, we are reminded that Christ has
ascended on high and given gifts unto men—
not to be used for self-aggrandizement, but to
be of service to the Church. Rightly employed,
however, the gift truly will be a store of grace,
giving acceptance to him who has it, among
those who value what is of God.

9 He that covereth a transgression seeketh love ;

But he that repeateth a matter separateth very
friends.

See remarks on chapters 10:12; 11:13; and
25:23. He who covers transgression is an im-
itator of God, and will be loved by all. He who
repeats a matter to the detriment of another,
takes for his pattern that evil spirit who is
called * the accuser of our brethren.”

To cover a transgression, however, does not
mean to make light of sin and allow iniquity to
go unrebuked in another. It is, on the con-
trary, to go to the erring one personally in ten-
derness and brotherly kindness; to seek to exer-
cise his conscience as to that in his course which
18 bringing dishonor upon his Lord. If such a
mission is successful, the sin should never again
be mentioned. It is covered, and none other
need know of it.
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Alas that this is so seldom carried out among
us! Evil is spread abroad; backbiting goes on
in secret ; and thus many are defiled, love wanes,
and fellowship is destroyed.

The one who goes about repeating things for
which there is no real necessity,is in a wretched
business indeed. He separates true friends by his
detestable practices, and casts reproach upon
the name of the Lord. It is a pity the people of
God are not more awake to the evil character
of the talebearer. He should be shunned as a
polluted leper who will defile all who listen to
him,

God alone can safely hear the sad story of a
brother’s shame. Into His ear it can all be
poured, coupled with earnest prayer for the res-
toration of the one who has gone astray. To
persist in retailing accounts of evil-doing to fel-
low-saints is but to distress and injure those
who are persuaded to listen. Few indeed are
the men who can eat the sin offering in the holy
place, and who, hearing of a brother’s wrong-
doing, will take it to heart, and make it an oc-
casion for self-judgment and confession on their
own part to the Lord.

Some one has said, that, if tempted to relate
unsavory things of an absent person, it is well
to ask mentally three questions: Isit true? Is
it kind? Is it necessary? To these a fourth
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might well be added: Have I told him about
it personally ? We fancy the effect of this would
be to shut off an immense amount of sinful gos-
siping.

Nathan was one who could reprove in the fear
of God, and cover when repentance was mani-
fest (2 Sam. 12). In Sanballat we see the typi-
cal whisperer endeavoring to separate Nehe-
miah and his brethren by shaking their confi-
dence in his integrity (Neh. 6).

10 A reproof entereth more into a wise man
Than a hundred stripes into a fool.

Chastise the fool severely, and he maintains
his %omplacency still; but gently reprove a
wise man, and he will take it to heart. The one
is so thoroughly enamored of his own poor
judgment that he can conceive of none more ca-
pable than himself. The other realizes his own
limitations, in measure at least, and is thankful
for advice and correction. Contrast Abimelech
and Herod (Gen. 21: 25, 26; Luke 3:19).

11 An evil man seeketh only rebellion:
Therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against

him

12 Let a be;r robbed of her whelps meet a man,
Rather than a fool in his folly.

13 Whoso rewardeth evil for good,
Evil shall not depart from his house.
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Nothing galls a haughty, insubject man more
than to be held in restraint by lawful author-
ity. He breathes the air of treason and rebel-
lion; therefore he must be dealt with in sever-
ity. To contend with him is like battling with
an enraged beast that has been robbed of its
offspring. He will repay good with evil; there-
fore evil shall not depart from his house. ‘“He
that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong
which he hath done: and there is no respect of
persons.”’

Note the ways and doom of Joab when he
became lifted up in his own eyes (1 Kings 2:
28-34).

14 The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out
water:
Therefore leave off contention before it becometh
vehement.

A leak in a dike that could be stopped with a
pebble, if noticed at the beginning, will, if neg-
lected, grow greater and greater until, at last,
the inrushing waters will carry all before them.
So it is with strife. How many a lifelong con-
tention has begun with a few hasty words,
which, if repented of and apologized for at once,
would have been healed immediately, and years
of sorrow averted. The Spirit of God has said,
‘““Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go
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down upon your wrath’ (Eph. 4: 26). If this
simple rule were literally obeyed, what untold
heartaches would be avoided! Happy the man
who lays his head upon his pillow nightly with
the knowledge that there are no hasty actions
or angry words unrepented of and unconfessed
to any who have been offended, and who might
have been alienated forever if the breach had
not been made up at once in the fear of God.
When days and weeks of charges and counter-
charges are succeeded by months of crimination
and recrimination, reconciliation is a hard and
difficult matter to bring about. Far better is
it to humble oneself and take wrong, if need be,
at the beginning, than to grieve the Holy Spirit
of God and lacerate the hearts of beloved saints
by a long period of un-Christlike wrangling
which will leave wounds that never can be
healed; or, if healed, scars that never can be
effaced. See Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:
35—40).

15 He that justifieth the lawless,
And he that condemneth the just,
Even they both are abomination to Jehovah.

To justify the wicked and to condemn the
righteous_is to call evil good, and good evil
(Isa. 5: 20). Jehovah would have judgment
according to truth. What is opposed to this is
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an abomination. Observe that to justify neces-
sarily means to clear, or to declare righteous;
not, as some theologians would have it, to
make righteous. God justifies the ungodly on
the basis of Christ’s finished work ; that is, He
clears guilty sinners of every charge when they
trust His Son, turning to Him in repentance.
Making such to be practically upright in their
lives is a different thing. It results from justifi-
cation, but it is not that in itself. This is a dis-
tinction of vast importance if we would under-
stand aright the Christian doctrines of grace as
set forth in the letters to the Romans and the
Galatians.

Here, to justify the lawless is to wink at sin
and to pass by iniquity without a suited atone-
ment; while to condemn the just is to impute
evil where it is not found. To so do is intoler-
able in the sight of Him who is the righteous
Judge. This was Pilate’s dreadful sin, when, in
order to please the people, he released Barabhas
and condemned Jesus, albeit declaring His inno-
cence a few moments before (Matt. 27: 24—26).

16 Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to

get wisdom,
Seeing he hath no sense (lit., heart)?

It is useless for one who does not set his heart
upon the acquisition of wisdom to endeavor to
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learn it by rote. No price can purchase it, if the
senses be not exercised to discern between good
and evil. A fool may grasp certain forms of
knowledge, by dint of study and intellectual ap-
plication ; but this is a very different thing from
having the reins of the being possessed by un-
derstanding. We only know truth as we walk
in it. See Simon Magus (Acts 8: 18, 19).

17 A friend loveth at all times,
~ And a brother is born for adversity.

Involuntarily the Christian’s heart turns from
any human example, however true and devoted,
and calls up one Friend whose love the many
waters of judgment could not quench, neither
could the floods of wrath drown it. Our Lord
Jesus Christ is that Friend, whose love changes
not, and who is preeminently a Brother born
for adversity.

In thus writing of Him, one would not for a
moment countenance the mawkish sentimental-
ity which so forgets the dignity of His person
as to call Him our ‘“Elder Brother," and apply
to Him similar unscriptural titles. But as a
devoted brother can be depended on in the day
of adversity, so can He be ever counted upon in
the hour of need and trial. ‘ Having loved His
own which were in the world, He loved them
unto the end” (John 13: 1).
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“ His is an unchanging love,
Higher than the heights above ;
Deeper than the depths beneath,
True and faithful, strong as death.”

It is unspeakably precious for the soul to
abide in His love. If one doubt come in to ob-
scure the full splendor of His undying affection,
joy and peace will give place to gloom and fore-
boding. But when nothing is permitted to hin-
der the enjoyment of that perfect love that cast-
eth out fear, life is sweet indeed, and communion
with Him dearer far than any human friend-
ship can afford.

There is no question but that many saints
have trusted Him as their Saviour, who do not
really know Him as a living, loving Friend—One
who enters into all their griefs and would share
all their joys. Itis when He is known in this
character that the difficulties of the pilgrim
path can be faced with equanimity, and the
heart can confide in Him in every hour of trial.
See chap. 18: 24.

18 A man bereft of heart stnketh hands,
And becometh surety for his friend.

See notes on chaps. 6:1-5; 11:15. Itis the
lack of sound judgment that leads ome to go
surety for another in the light of the repeated
warnings of the word of God ; unless, indeed, he
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i8 quite prepared to lose, and can well afford it.
‘““Heart” is used throughout this portion of the
Scriptures very much as, in every-day language,
we speak of common sense. It must be so un-
derstood here. (See verse 16, above.) Paul
went surety for Onesimus, as Judah did for Ben-
jamin; but each had counted the cost, and was
ready to pay the uttermost farthing (Phile. 18,
19; Gen. 42: 37; 44: 32).

19 He loveth transgression that loveth a quarrel :
And he that exalteth his entrance seeketh destruc-

ton.

20 He that hath a froward heart findeth no good:

-~ And he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mis-
chief.

There are those who delight in contention,
and who thereby manifest their love for their
own ways, being impatient of restraint. In
their haughtiness, they make high their gates,
thus inviting destruction; for, exalting them-
selves, they are near to a fall. Having a fro-
ward heart, they find only evil, their perverse
tongues continually stirring up mischief. Ha-
nun, proud and defiant, had to prove this to
the full, as narrated in 2 Sam. 10.

21 He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his somow :
And the father of a fool hath no joy.

Such a verse requires no comment. It is an
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unhappy fact; so patent, that all may realize
it. David’s grief over Absalom is proof of its
truthfulness (2 Sam. 18: 33). See also ver. 25.

22 A menry heart doeth good like a medicine :
But a broken spirit dneth the bones.

See chap. 15:13, 15. Nothing breaks the
system like gloom and melancholy. When the
heart is filled with joy, the whole being is re-
freshed thereby. The merriment of the Chris-
tian is far more real than the mere frivolity of
the worldling. He is able in all circumstances
to rejoice in the Lord, and thus be lifted above
what would depress and weigh down the soul.
Then, in place of manifesting his happiness in
the empty ways of the world, he can sing and
make melody in his heart unto the source and
object of his gladness. ‘‘Is any merry? let him
sing psalms” (James 5:13). The man of the
world has to resort to various expedients to re-
lieve his uneasiness and rouse his spirits. Hence
his eager participation in all kinds of diver-
sions; the object of which is to enable him, for
the time being, to forget. On the contrary, it is
when the child of God remembers his place and
portion in Christ that his joy overflows. Con-
trast the different states of the unknown writer
of psalm 116 when occupied with himself, and
when faith soared up to God.
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23 A lawless man taketh a bribe out of the bosom,
To pervert the ways of judgment.

Secretly the lawbreaker, conscious of his evil-
doing, would endeavor, by a gift, to bribe those
who are called to sit in judgment on his crimes.
Such a course is a tacit acknowledgment of
guilt. It is hard indeed to deal faithfully with
a man to whom one is indebted for a favor.
Therefore the need of sternly refusing ought
from those who are bent upon a sinful course.
It was when the king of Babylon sent letters
and a present to Hezekiah that even so godly a
king as he was taken off his guard, and acted
without seeking counsel of Jehovah, as he had
so readily done when it was a letter of blasphe-
my he had received (Isa. 39:1, and contrast
chap. 37: 14).

24 Wisdom is before him that hath understanding :
But the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.

Concentration of mind upon the one great ob-
ject of gaining the knowledge of the Lord, and
walking with Him;—this is the wisdom that
absorbs the man of understanding. The fool,
with no settled purpose, wanders aimlessly here
and there, tasting of various theories, getting a
smattering of everything, but all to no purpose.
Of such are those against whom Paul warned
Timothy, men who ‘“heap to themselves teach-
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ers, having itching ears,” but who, after all,
have no heart for the truth of God (which alone
is wisdom), so are turned unto fables, ““ever
learning, and never able to come to the knowl-
edge of the truth.” The very opposite was that
which characterized the great apostle himself,
who could say, “One thing I do!” (See Phil.
3:13.)

25 A foolish son is a grief to his father,
And bitterness to her that bare him.

See chap. 10: 1, and notice verse 21, above.
The young man is not the only, nor by any
means the greatest, sufferer, when he throws
discretion to the winds, and plunges into folly
and vice.

The poignant grief of his father’s heart, and
the bitter disappointment of his mother, are
sorrows too deep for words to express. To
have brought into the world one who despises
their love, and overleaps all restraint, is terri-
ble indeed. Alas, that it so little affects the
haughty, stubborn heart of the wayward youth
who plunges recklessly on, adding grief to grief,
and woe to woel See the stubborn and rebel-
lious son of Deut. 21 : 18-20.

26 Also to punish the just is not good,
Nor to strike nobles because of uprightness.
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The perversion of justice on the part of the
prince who punishes the good man, or on the
part of the subject who strikes the noble be-
cause of his uprightness, are alike evil. Neither
is rare in this world, for it has been a common
thing to take vengeance on innocent men in or-
der to shield guilty ones, and to revolt against
God-fearing princes because their peaceable
ways were opposed to the lawless, restless
spirit of the age. See the account of Ishmael’s
assassination of the upright prince, Gedaliah,
and then his massacre of the fourscore men from
Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria. lest they make
his crime known (Jer. 41 : 1-7).

27 He that hath knowledge spareth his words:

And a man of understanding is of a quiet spinit.

28 Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted

wise :
And he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of
understanding.

See notes on chaps. 12:23 and 15:2. Itis
the simpleton who is always babbling. The
man who has knowledge will not be continually
airing his acquirements. He is of a quiet spirit,
and can bide his time. A man who must al-
ways be talking is generally one whose grasp
of things in general is very slight; and, among
Christians, an ever-running tongue certainly is
no commendation to the discerning. He whose
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knowledge is limited is esteemed wise when his
words are few. One who lives in the fear of
God sets a value upon words that the careless
soul cannot understand ; for he remembers that
“for every idle word that men shall speak they
shall give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment.” Even that which he has experienced of
God’s love and favor is not always to be told
lightly to others. Paul seems to have kept for
fourteen years the secret of his having been
caught up to the third heaven, till a seasonable
time came to relate it (2Cor.12: 1-7). Note the
self-control of Elisha in this respect when going
out after Eljjah (2 Kings 2: 3).
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN.

NOTHING is more clearly taught in the
Scriptures than the need of a separation
between the clean and the unclean, between
those who love the truth and those who walk
contrary to it. Separation from evil is impera-
tive, and he who would honor God must bow
to it, whether it be to separate from evil friends,
from ecclesiastical evil, or from evil in a business
way. The word is plain: “Come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you” (2 Cor.6:17). To walk apart
from all that is unholy, and to refuse fellowship
to those who by their endorsement are parta-
kers of the sins of others, is the only proper
course for a Christian who desires the Lord’s
approbation above all else.
But there is a separation that is very different
from this, and which the same Scriptures un-
qualifiedly condemn. Of this we now learn.

| A man having separated himself for his own pleas-

ure,

Rageth against all sound wisdom.
16
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There is a vast difference between one who in
lowliness and subjection to God separates him-
self from evil, and another who, through pride
and self-importance, separates himself from
those who refuse evil, in order to do his own
pleasure. This is the heretic of whom we read
in Jude’s epistle: ‘“ These be they who separate
themselves, sensual, not having the Spirit”’ (ver.
19). Men of this stamp are ‘ murmurers, com-
plainers, walking after their own lusts; and
their mouth speaketh great swelling words,
having men’s persons in admiration because of
advantage” (Jude 16). Itis most unhappy in-
deed when, as is sometimes the case, real Chris-
tians fall into the same ways as these false pro-
fessors.

How often do we find men who are no doubt
born of God, and unquestionably gifted by Him,
but in whom nature is strong, who are unbro-
ken and wilfull Men like these go on with their
brethren as long as their mandates are bowed
to and their authority owned. But let there be
an unwillingness to follow their advice implic-
itly, and their pride will brook no refusal. Ei-
ther they must have their way, or they will
leave the assembly and begin something more
to their own taste. These are the class who
separate, not for the Lord’s glory, but for their
own pleasure; and having so done, storm and
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rage against all wisdom, railing against those
who will not have their dictum to be supreme.

To separate from apostasy is right and Scrip-
tural. To separate from what is of God is
schism and heresy. It is the human will setting
itself up to choose—and ignoring the authority
of the word and Spirit of God.

Even where there are unhappy things among
those who seek to be guided by Scripture—things
which are hard to get at,—and which make cau-
tious, godly men move slowly, to turn the back
on what God has formed is very wrong. Itis
an egregious blunder to excommunicate myself
because I fancy another should be disciplined.
Where one is of a lowly spirit, such occasions
will but furnish opportunities for waiting pa-
tiently upon God and seeking to exercise the
- consciences of fellow-saints. It is only the
headstrong and wilful who will take matters
into their own hands, and, if unable to override
tender consciences, will separate themselves and
rage against their brethren. Alexander the cop-
persmith was evidently a man of this stamp,
if, as seems likely, he is the companion of Hy-
menzus mentioned in 1 Tim. 1:20. Having
given up the truth, he became the bitter oppo-
nent of those who stood for it (2 Tim. 4 : 14,15).

2 A fool hath no delight in understanding,
But that his heart may discover itself.
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See note on chap. 15:14. Nothing is more
characteristic of the fool than his contempt for
instruction and his lack of concern about intel-
ligence. He discovers to the most casual ob-
server the folly that is in his heart by the tri-
fling words that trip lightly from his lips. Con-
sider our Lord’s rebuke to the Pharisees who
had no delight in understanding (Matt. 23:
17-19).

3 When the lawless cometh, there cometh also con-

tempt,
And with ignominy reproach.

The casting off of restraint and acting in self-
will results in shame and reproach. He who
would have the confidence of his brethren, and
be esteemed by his friends, must manifest a
spirit of subjection, on his own part, that be-
speaks a sober-minded, thoughtful man, and
one who values integrity. The opposite spirit
results in ignominy at last, however high the
head may be carried for a time. See Pashur
(Jer. 20: 1-6).

4 The words of a man’s mouth are as deep waters,
And the well-spring of wisdom as a flowing brook.

The heart is the well, or fountain, whence
these waters flow forth. In our Christian dis-
pensation the Holy Spirit dwells in every be-
liever, and forms a more wondrous well-spring
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of wisdom than the wisest could have in the
past age. He it is of whom our Lord spake
when He said, ‘ If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me, and drink. He that believeth on Me,
as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water” (John 7: 37, 38).
Commentators have searched in vain for the
scripture referred to; but may it not be that
the very passage which we are considering was
(perhaps with others) in the Lord’s thoughts
when He spoke? The thirsty soul finds in Christ
the Wisdom of God, and, trusting in Him, re-
ceives that Divine indwelling which causes wis-
dom, as a flowing brook of living water, to go
out from his being for the refreshment and joy
of other needy ones.

It was the general testimony of the Scriptures
to which Jesus called attention; but in this
proverb we find the very same figure used that
He took up to picture the truth He was declar-
ing. See Stephen (Acts 6: 8, 10).

5 It is not nf;rood to accept the person of the lawless,

To overthrow the righteous in judgment.

How constantly the righteous Judge insists
on impartial justice on the part of those set to
represent Him in the tribunals of men!l And if
He so plainly declare His abhorrence of false
and biased decisions in the courts of the world,

Google



230 Notes on Proverbs

how doubly jealous must He be concerning the
judgments of His saints! See His word through
Moses, and the later revelations through Paul
(Deut. 1:16,17; 16:18-20; 1 Cor. 6: 1-7).

6 A fool’s lips enter into contention,

And his mouth calleth for strokes.

7 A fool's mouth is his destruction,
And his lips are the snare of his soul.

8 The words of a whisperer are as dainty morsels,
And they go down into the depths of the soul.

See chap. 26 : 20-22. The fool is ever ready
for strife, and his mouth utters hasty and bitter
words on the slightest pretext. His conten-
tious lips call for severe rebuke, and shall be his
own destruction, if he be not brought to repent-
ance. In slander and scandal he delights, roll-
ing evil tales as choice dainties under his tongue,
and filling his heart with what is unholy and
perverse. To the whisperer he readily gives ear,
and as readily imitates his ways. Of this spirit
were Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Num. 16).

9 He also that is slothful in his work,
Is brother to him that is a great waster.

The latter wastes his goods, the former wastes
his time. Both come to poverty, as did the
prodigal of Luke 15; and the disobedient son of
Matt. 21: 30 was clearly on the same road.
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10 The name of Jehovah is a strong tower:
The righteous runneth into it, and is safe.

The name of Jehovah stands for the Lord
Himself. To runinto it, as into a strong tower,
is therefore to confide in Him in the time of
trouble. Such is the blessed privilege of every
true saint. ‘‘Be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep (i.e., garrison)
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus”
(Phil.4:6,7). All that perplexes and oppresses
the spirit can be poured into His ear. Then the
soul can leave it all with Him, and can confide
in His love. Thus the heart shall be at peace,
protected as in a garrisoned tower, let the ene-
my rage as he may. See a lovely picture of this
in the tower of Thebez (Judges 9 : 50-57).

11 The rich man’s wealth is his strong city ;
And as a high wall in his own conceit.

How different from what we have just been
considering is the fortress of the man who,
knowing not the name of the Lord, trusts in his
wealth, fondly fancying, in his conceit, that he
is forever secure. Riches soon vanish away,
and leave him, who had made them his confi-
dence, desolate and forsaken. How often did
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the Saviour, when on earth, have to rebuke
those who trusted in uncertain riches! See espe-
cially Luke 6 : 24 and Mark 10: 24.

12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty;
And before honor is humility.

See note on chap. 16: 18. It is needful that
creatures so given to pride be again and again
veminded of its dire result. Itis a sure precur-
sor of destruction. Humility, on the other
hand, is the forerunner of honor. God delights -
to exalt the lowly.

The Hindu word for humility is said to be
‘““the dust”; for it is a proverb among them
that “you can walk on the dust forever and it
never answers back.” Humility is self-forgetful-
ness—the spirit of meekness, that, in the sight of
God, is of great price. Weigh well His word to
Barak (Jer. 45: 5), and notice how the first
clause of the verse before us is exemplified in Uz-
ziah (2 Chron. 26 : 16), and the latter in his son
Jotham (2 Chron. 27 : 6).

13 He that answereth a matter before he heareth it,
It is folly and a shame unto him.

Rash judgments, founded on ome-sided evi-
dence, or formed by jumping at conclusions, ex-
pose the unwise one to shame when the case is
thoroughly investigated, and he is found to
have spoken without proper proof. Such judg-
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ments have not been uncommon, even among
Christians, who may well learn from this verse.
But it is perhaps the young man who is espe-
cially exposed to this snare, particularly where
there is boundless self-confidence. See David’s
erroneous judgment as to Ziba and Mephibo-
sheth, already referred to (2 Sam. 16:1—4; 19:
24-30).

14 The spint of a man will sustain his infirmity ;
But a broken spirit who can bear?

It was when Jehoshaphat put the singers in
the forefront of the army that victory hovered
over his host. When the spirit of praise fills the
soul, one 1s enabled to rise above the infirmities
of the body and the trials of the way. But let
the joy be lost and the spirit be broken, then
defeat is certain. The saint can rejoice in the
Lord, whatever his circumstances, if the line of
communication is unbroken, and the conscience
is free. This will make a victor of the feeblest.
See Nehemiah’s word to the returned remnant
(Neh. 8: 10).

15 The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge ;
And the ear of the wise man seeketh knowledge.

Emphasize the ‘“‘ getteth” and the ‘ seeketh.”
It is because he seeks for knowledge, that the
wise and prudent man getsit. It is no haphaz-
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ard accumulation of varied lore, but an earnest,
daily search for true science—that is, absolute
truth, as revealed in the word of God—that re-
sults in the enlightenment of the man of godly
probity. See Ezra (Ezra 7: 10).

16 A man’s gift maketh room for him,
And bringeth him before great men.

Contrast chap. 25:14. We may consider this
verse from two standpoints: the natural, and
the spiritual. Looked at from that of the first,
its meaning is plain. A man, by bestowing fa-
vors upon subordinates, easily works his way
into the presence of their master. This is a
common method of procedure on the part of
those who desire audiences where they are
themselves unwanted. We need not dwell
on it.

If, however, we think of gift in the way it is

. used in the epistles, as that which the ascended
Christ bestows upon His servants for the edify-
ing of His mystical body, it brings before us an
important lesson. A gifted man needs not to
force himself forward. His gift will make room
for him as truly as in the world of nature and
in the case of a material gift. In other words,
the man who has had a ministry committed to
him by the Lord Himself need never be a time-
serving truckler to the present age: let him go
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on quietly in faithfulness, and the Master he
serves will bring him to the front in due time if
He would have him there at all. Self-assertive-
ness is the last thing that should be found in a
servant of Christ. Lowly obedience to his Lord,
coupled with the loving desire to serve in His
name, and for His sake, should distinguish the
gifted man above all else. See the prophet
Amos (Amos 7: 14, 15).

17 He that is first in his own cause seemeth just ;
But his neighbor cometh and searcheth him.

See verse 13, above. It is most unwise to
hear but one side of a story (particularly when
it is a matter that is troubling the saints of
God), and give judgment upon what has been
presented. Even with the most conscientious
there is always the likelihood of but a partial
account having been told. Therefore the wis-
dom of hearing, not only both parties, but, if
possible, of having them face to face. Most men
can make out a good case for themselves, if left
alone; because it has been natural for fallen
man to justify himself since the day that Adam
sought to throw the blame of his sin back upon
God. Therefore, to decide a case on one-sided
testimony is almost certain to result in a mis
carriage of justice. See Saul and Samuel (1 Sam.
15:13. 14).
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18 The lot causeth contentions to cease,
And parteth between the mighty.

See note on chap. 16: 33. When argument
was in vain, and differences seemed irreconcila-
ble, the lot was resorted to as a final settlement.
This was in a time when the written word of
God was not completed, nor the Holy Spirit
abiding in His children. It is that word, minis-
tered in the power of the Spirit, that is given us
for a court of final resort in this dispensation of
grace. Because of her sin Jerusalem was left
with none to cast a lot to determine matters of
controversy. Justice had been trampled on,
and would no more be found (Micah 2: 5).
There is a warning for us in this, lest, if our
ways be unrighteous, we turn to the word of
God in vain for guidance. ‘' The meek will He
guide in judgment; the meek will He teach His
way.”

19 A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong
And ththr contentions are like the bars of a castle.

See note on chap. 17:14. No tangles are so
hard to straighten out as those in which breth-
ren are concerned who once were knit heart to
heart in true affection. To win back a brother
who has been offended is more difficult than to
subdue a walled city. Each is likely to view all
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that the other does with suspicion and mis-
trust, once a lack of confidence possesses the
soul. Entrenched behind the bars of wounded
pride, and unwilling to view the matter in re-
lation to God, it will be impossible for either
party to be overcome by grace and lowliness.

How much easier is it to humble oneself at
first than after months or years of strifel There
are few quarrels that could not be settled in a
very short time, were both parties ready to
meet quietly before the Lord to look into their
differences ; but the opportune hour, passed
by, may not recur for a long season. Remem-
ber, when tempted to perpetuate strife, the dis-
honor that must thereby accrue to the name of
the Lord, and be warned by the unbrotherly ex-
ample of contention between the men of Judah
and of Israel, with its sad consequences (2 Sam.
19:41-43).

20 Man’s being shall be satisfied with the fruit of his
mouth;

And with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.
21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue :
And they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

He who sows with his lips shall reap an abun-
dant harvest, whether of sin unto death, or of
righteousness unto life. Words seldom fall idly
to the ground. Uttered often in thoughtless-
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ness, they take root in congenial soil and come
to fruition most unexpectedly. Often has a
chance word, dropped casually to a stranger,
been the means of untold blessing, rejoicing the
soul of the one who uttered it, when at last he
is apprised of its blessed result. The man of
God may well be encouraged to steadily pursue
his way, sowing beside all waters the precious
gospel of God, assured that ‘ with the increase
of his lips shall he be filled.”’

But if the words be evil, the harvest is just as
certain; and it is well known that weeds and
noxious plants will flourish where nourishing
fruits and grains cannot come to perfection.
The man of unholy lips shall find abundant re-
sult from his reckless words, and shall as truly
as the other “eat the fruit thercof.”

Contrast the false teachers of 2 Peter 2 with
the ambassadors for Christ of 2 Cor. 5. Both
shall yet be rewarded according to their sow-

ing.

22 Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing,
And obtaineth favor from Jehovai.

- It is not blind chance that unites congenial
partners in the bonds of holy matrimony. A
wife (not merely a woman) is from the Lord,
and is an expression of His loving favor. This
being so, it 18 of gravest moment that the young
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man, ere he permits his affections to go out to
a maiden, should seek to be guided, as to the
proper object of his attention, by the Lord Him-
self. There would be fewer incompatible mar-
riages if His mind was more often sought, and
mere fancy less frequently allowed to direct.
Let the young Christian consider well whether
such a marriage as he is contemplating is likely
to prove an unequal yoke, or a hindrance to
soul-progress in place of a help. See Boaz and
Ruth (Ruth 4: 9-12). Note chap. 19: 14 (last
clause). |

23 The poor useth entreaties ;
But the rich answereth roughly.

There is an evil genius in connection with
great wealth that, if it be not closely watched
against, dries up the milk of human kindness
and hardens the heart against the needy. Let
those whose temporal riches place them in the
position to succor the poor, remember that the
ear of God notes every unheeded cry of the pov-
erty-stricken, and His eye beholds every ungra-
cious action on the part of those who could re-
lieve, but do it not. See the parable of the im-
placable servant (Matt. 18 : 23-35).

24 A man that hath friends must show himself friendly:
And bthet;le is a friend that sticketh closer than a
rother.
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None complain so loudly of the lack of love
and friendliness on the part of others as those
who manifest very little of either themselves.
He who busies himself to show love will receive
it back again. He who is himself a friend will
find friends to reciprocate his kindness. But
the true Friend, as we saw in chap. 17:17, is
ever such. His heart is unchanged by the slights
of the objects of his devotion. *There is a
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”
He always manifested love and grace in a world
where all by nature were estranged from Him.

Let those who complain of lack of love on the
part of fellow-saints imitate His holy example.
Be concerned, not about receiving kindness,
but about manifesting it, and ‘‘ good measure,
pressed down, shall men repay into your bo-
som.” See the good Samaritan (Luke 10:
29-37).
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CHAPTER NINETEEN

THE first three proverbs are intimately con-
nected, and we therefore consider them
together.

| Better is the poor that walketh in his integnity,
Than he that is perverse in his lips, and 1s a fool.
2 Also, :;ho‘;it the soul be without knowledge, is not
And he that hasteth with his feet sinneth [or, ma-
keth false steps].
3 The foolishness of man perverteth his way:

And his heart fretteth against Jehovah.

It is the contrast between the path of truth
and the way of self-will and ignorance. Far
better is it to be poor and unknown, and yet
walk before God in uprightness and integrity
of heart, than to be loud in speech but given to
folly and perverseness.

Ignorance is not to be admired. The worldly
axiom, ‘* Where ignorance is bliss, 'tis folly to
be wise,” 1s false and foolish. To be bereft of
knowledge is undesirable. Mere zeal will not
suffice to keep one right. One may be in ear-

nest, but earnestly wrong, as was Saul of Tar-
16
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sus before his conversion (Acts 26: 9). He who
runs on without learning the will of God, adds
sin to sin. His foolishness leads him astray,
and his deceitful heart is irritated against the
Lord. He is bent on his own way, and can

brook no correction. Compare Jonah when
acting in self-will (Jonah 1: 3; 4: 8, 9).

4 Wealth maketh many friends;
But the poor is separated from his neighbor.

The well-to-do will always have many to
claim friendship with him; while the indigent
will often find his poverty a means of separa-
ting his neighbors from him; for, though a
glamour may be thrown about it by the easily-
satisfied optimist, this i1s a cold, feelingless
world after all.

But there is a legitimate sense in which friends
may be made by means of wealth. Our Lord
has bidden His disciples ‘“make to yourselves
friends by the mammon of unrighteousness, that
when ye fail they may receive you into everlast-
ing habitations.” Riches, if used for the allevi-
ation of misery and in reference to the coming
age, may be the means of much blessing. When
at last the one who has so used them passes
away, he will find a host of friends, who have
been the objects of his Christlike benefactions
on earth, waiting to welcome him into the ever-
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lasting home of the redeemed. Notice verses 6,
7,and 17. The just man will not regard the
rich more than the poor. See Job 34:19, and
James 2:1-9.

5 A false witness shall not be acquitted;
And he that breatheth out lies shall not escape.

The judgment of God is according to truth.
He will see that every transgression and diso-
bedience shall receive a just recompence of re-
ward. A lie may seem to triumph for the time
being, but the truth shall be eventually supreme.
See the witnesses against Naboth (1 Kings 21:
8-13). Note verse 9.

6 Many will entreat the favor of a prince :

And every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts.
7 All the brethren of the poor do hate him:

How much more do his friends go far from him ?

He pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting
to him

See note on verse 4, above. There are always
multitudes to wait upon a noble, and to play
the part of friends to one who can be their bene-
factor. How different the spirit of Him who
was charged with receiving sinners, and eating
with them; who sought not the smiles of the
great, nor feared their frowns! By His Spirit
He has bidden those who would follow in His
steps to be characterized bv ‘ minding not high
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things, but going along with the lowly” (Rom.
12:16).

It is like the world to prefer the rich and great
to the destitute and outwardly ignoble; but let
the Christian remember that his Lord appeared
on earth as one of the poor whom His brethren
despised, and whose friends went far from Him,
though He pursued them with tender entreaties.
Surely those who are now, by grace, linked up
with Him in blessing must ever cherish a loving
concern for the needy.

8 He that getteth heart loveth his own soul :
He that keepeth understanding shall find good.

The A. V. reads ‘“ wisdom” where we have
used the literal rendering, ‘“‘heart.” The word
so used i8 a Hebraism, standing for sound judg-
ment, or common sense. See chap. 15: 21.

To follow after moral probity, and to cleave

to understanding, bring true peace and lasting
happiness. See Timotheus (2 Tim. 3: 14, 15).

9 A false witness shall not be acquitted ;
And he that breatheth out lies shall perish.

The passage is not exactly a repetition of
verse 5. There, we are reminded that the liar
shall not escape. Here, we are told what his
doom shall be. He shall perish. He shall be de-
stroyed. That is, his hopes shall be cut off, and
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he shall go out into the darkness; broken be-
neath the judgment of God, to endure the un-

speakable woes of the liar's eternity (Rev.
21:8).

10 Luxury is not seemly for a fool;
Much less for a servant to have rule over princes.

Both are out of place. The servant ruling
over princes, and the fool nursed in the lap ot
luxury, bespeak conditions that are opposed
to what is right and orderly. Circumstances
may arise in which a prince is helpless, and
obliged to rely upon the judgment of one of
lesser place; but the wise servant will use his
powers with discretion, and keep the subject-
place, though all be under his hand. See Joseph
(Gen. 47 : 14—20).

11 The discretion of a man deferreth his anger;
And it is his glory to pass over a transgression.

See note on chap. 14: 29. An uncontrolled
temper, manifested in hasty anger unjudged, be-
speaks a man who has never learned, in the
school of God, the great lesson of self-govern-
ment. Itis the pompous, conceited pedant who
cannot overlook an injury done to him, but must
vent his wrath upon the offender whenever an
occasion presents itself. A man of sound judg-
ment and discretion has learned to pass lightly
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over offences and seeming insults which would
goad the one who is bereft of wisdom to intense
indignation. In this, whatever his failings oth-
erwise, even Esau approves himself when he
greets his brother Jacob (concerning whose
transgression there could be no question) with
such grace and magnanimity (Gen. 33: 4-9).
12 The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion ;
But his favor is as dew upon the grass.

Because ‘‘in the word of a king there is pow-
er,’”’ his wrath is to be dreaded, and his gracious
favor eagerly sought. How much more fully
may the words be applied to the coming King,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah! When the great
day of His wrath has come, how wretched will
be the estate of all who know not His grace,
which to the repentant soul is indeed like dew
upon the grass| Both aspects are illustrated
in Pharaoh’s dealing with his chief butler and
his chief baker (Gen. 40).

13 A foolish son is the calamity of his father:
And the contentions of a wife are a continual drop-

ping.

The first line connects with chap. 17: 25.
How unhappy the home where both a foolish
son and a contentious wife are found! They are
very likely to be together; for where the wife
disputes her husband’s authority, and takes
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sides with the children, in opposition to his
proper discipline, the effect upon them will be
anything but good.

It is a very common thing to see parents dis-
puting and wrangling before their household,
with the baneful result that the sons and
daughters learn to despise the father’s author-
ity and to defy the mother’s correction, when
she does attempt it; thus growing up in a law-
less, insubject spirit, bent upon having their
own way and persisting in their refusal to sub-
mit to proper discipline. Christian parents
may well ponder the instructions given to each
in Eph. 5, Col. 3, and 1 Peter 3. The conten-
tious wife has her unhappy illustration in Mi-
chal, the daughter of Saul (2 Sam. 6: 16-23,
and 1 Chron. 15: 29).

14 House and nches are an inhentance from fathers :

But a prudent wife is from Jehovah.

See chap. 18: 22. One may inherit house and
wealth, but none can give a prudent wife but
the Lord. It is God who joins together, and
therefore forbids man to put asunder. He who
said at the beginning, ‘It is not good for man
to be alone; I will make him a help meet for
him,” is still concerned about His people’s hap-
piness. Therefore the man of faith can safely
trust Him to give a suited life-partner. It is
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when, unwilling to wait on God, one chooses
for himself, relying alone on his poor human
judgment, that bitter mistakes are made, which
are often irremediable. To marry in Christ is
not necessarily to marry in the Lord. Any mar-
riage between Christians would be in Christ.
Only when the will is subject, and the mind of
God has been learned, will marriage be in the
Lord. See Rebekah’s case, and note how mark-
edly Jehovah ordered all (Gen. 24.).
15 Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep;

And an idle soul shall suffer hunger.

See notes on chaps. 12: 24,and 13: 4. Many
of us fail to realize that idleness is sin. Time
wasted is time to be accounted for at the judg-
ment-seat of Christ. Needed rest is, of course,
very right and proper. Jesus Himself had to
say to His disciples, ‘‘ Come ye yourselves apart,
and rest awhile.” But idleness is quite differ-
ent. Slothfulness is trifling away opportunities
that will never return. It is failing to appreci-
ate the value of time. In a natural sense, the
sluggard is made to feel the pinch of want; and
spiritually, the same is also true. He who, for
lack of godly energy, does not bestir himself to
procure suited sustenance for his soul, will come
to want, and know the pangs of famine. See
Paul’s words to both the Ephesian and Colos-
sian saints (Eph. 5: 16; Col. 4: 5).
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16 He that %eepeth the commandment keepeth his own
soul;

But he that despiseth His ways shall die.

This is a truth frequently presented in Scrip-
ture. It is, so to speak, a kindness to oneself to
obey the commandment of the Lord. The word
is a word of life. To forsake it is to die. There-
fore he is short-sighted indeed who despises the
ways of God and chooses for himself. He is but
sealing his own destruction, and bringing down
well-merited wrath upon his own head. See
Shimei (1 Kings 2 : 36—46).

17 He d‘:a;;‘ hath pity upon the poor lendeth to Jeho-
And tha; which he hath given will He pay him

It is truly precious to contemplate Jehovah as
the patron of the poor. He has left such in the
world to test the hearts of those who are better
provided for, and He accepts what is done with
compassion, to relieve the needy, as so much
done for Himself. Money and goods bestowed
with loving pity on those in distress are not
gone forever. He takes note of every mite, and
makes Himself responsible to see that all shall
be repaid ; and we may be sure the interest will
be greater far than could be realized in any
other way. Genuine philanthropy is the result
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of true love to God. When His love is shed
abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, there
will be a corresponding concern for all men. To
do good and to communicate is well-pleasing to
the Lord, and shall in no wise lose its reward,
even though it be the giving of but a cup of cold
water in His name. The widow of Zarephath
was none the poorer for ministering to Elijah
in his distress, but found instead an unfailing
cruse of oil and an unending supply of meal
(1 Kings 17: 10-16).

18 Chasten thy son while there is hope,
But set not thy soul upon slaying him.

Discipline, firm but gracious, should charac-
terize the home. Brutal punishments, even to
endangering the life of the one chastised, are
very wrong, and opposed to the Spirit of God.
Conduct such as this can only harden, in place
of recovering, a wayward son. ‘‘Ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath,” is a need-
ed admonition in many families. Unreasonable
demands, and punishments all out of propor-
tion to the offence committed, should be sedu-
lously avoided. Many a child who might have
been saved by careful, godly training in his ear-
liest years, has been left to grow up in untram-
meled freedom until the father, at last, thought
he was old enough for chastisement, when he
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has become the subject of severe treatment that
has filled his heart with anger and alienated
him for life from his well-meaning but exceed-
ingly unwise parent. ‘The iron hand in the
velvet glove’’ has long been the symbol of strict
discipline administered in grace. To leave a

 child to himself is to manifest a cruel indiffer-

ence to the fate of one committed to our care.
To be heartless and unnecessarily severe in cor-
recting him is to err on the other side. The
happy medium is what the word of God teaches,
and brings the desired results. It is well if the
child is made to realize that it is his good which
is sought, not the venting of an irate father’s
spleen, which has caused many a one to lose the
respect of an observing youth. See Saul’s un-
wise treatment of Jonathan, thereby alienating
his heart, in place of winning his confidence
(1 Sam. 20: 30).

19 A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment:
For if thou deliver him, yet thou must de it again.

It is useless to shield a man given to uncon-
trolled anger; for though by the intercessions
of his friends he may be again and again deliv-
ered from the unhappy consequences which
would naturally have followed his ebullitions
of temper, he is likely at any time to be as bad
as ever, and to draw down righteous retribu-
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tion on his own head, and involve those who
undertake to defend him in common trouble and
perhaps ruin. See chap. 22:24. Such a man
is manifestly unbroken, and lacking in the grace
of self-judgment. He should be left to himself
till he learns by punishment what he would not
receive otherwise. Samuel found it hard to bow
to this lesson, and only gave Saul up at last
when the Lord distinctly called upon him to
separate himself from him (1 Sam. 16: 1).

20 Hear counsel, and receive instruction,
That thou mayest be wise in thy latter end.

21 There are many devices in a man’s heart;

Nevertheless the counsel of Jehovah, that shall
stand.

To despise counsel is to play the part of the
fool. He who is wise values instruction, espe-
cially when it is of an authoritative character.
He knows that whatever man may plan, and
however wisely he may scheme, the counsel of
the Lord is certain, and shall be duly carried
out. God has said, ‘“ My counsel shall stand; I
will do all My pleasure.” How vain the man
who would dare to set himself in opposition to
it! Happy is he who, waiting on God for in-
struction, obeys implicitly His counsel, and
therefore works for and with Him. See Josh-
ua’s commission (Josh. 1: 5-9).
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22 The cham of a man is his kindness:
And a poor man is better than a liar.

A kindly, benevolent spirit appeals to all men,
and charms by its unselfishness and thoughtful-
ness for others. But to promise large things
while unable to perform them is reprehensible.
It is far better to be poor and frankly admit
one’s inability to do what the heart might de-
sire,than to promise largely and be atlast proven
untrustworthy. To be what you are, and not
to pretend to be what you are not, is a sound
principle, the carrying out of which gains the
esteem of any whose good opinion is worth
seeking. See Peter and the lame man (Acts
3:6).

23 The fear of Jehovah tendeth to life:
And he that hath it shall rest satisfied ;
He shall not be visited with evil.

It is a synoptic statement of the precious
truth unfolded in the 91st psalm—the portion
of the man who dwells in the secret place of the
Most High, abiding under the shadow of the
Almighty. Resting in the enjoyment of His om-
nipotent power and unchanging love, he who
fears the Lord has no anxious concern as to his
affairs. He can rest satisfied, knowing that he
cannot be visited with evil, for all things must
work together for the good of one in such a
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case. What seems to be evil will become but a
means of blessing, by causing the heart to cleave
more truly to the God of all grace. See Paul’s
song of triumph in Rom. 8 : 28-39.

24 A slothful man burieth his hand in the dish,
And will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.

Having the very means of sustenance before
him, the sluggard is too lethargic to avail him-
self thereof. The figure used may seem almost
absurdly hyperbolic, but it is meant to picture
a most extreme case; where, though seated at
the table with nourishing food in his hand, the
eater is overcome by drowsiness, and prefers to
abandon himself to ease and sleep rather than
bestir himself to take his meal. The word of
God is such a dish; but, alas, many are the slug-
gards who, with abundant opportunity to feed
upon its precious things, are too indifferent to
search and find its treasures for themselves.
Eglon, king of Moab, appears to have been
largely a man of the stamp described (Judges
3:17-25).

25 Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware:
And reprove one that hath understanding, and he
will understand knowledge.

To allow the scorner to go unrebuked would
often be to put a snare before the feet of the sim-
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ple, who might conclude that the gainsaying
was irresistible because unanswered. Itis there-
fore right and proper to punish him who op-
poses the truth by exposing before all the falla-
cies of his position. If a wise man, it will be no
hardship to be reproved; for the truth itself is
of greater value in the eyes of him who has un-
derstanding than his own dignity. See Paul’s
word to Timothy regarding those who are per-
verted (1 Tim. 5: 20).

26 He that ruineth his father, and chaseth away his
mother,
Is a son that causeth shame and bringeth reproach.

See verse 13 above. Bitter indeed are the sor-
rows brought upon his parents by a rebellious
son. Such a one 18 a very incarnation of selfish-
ness. He will ruin his father, spending all his
substance for self-gratification; and will in his
stubbornness even drive his mother from him,
refusing all correction. Ignominy and obloquy
are thereby brought upon their name; but to
all this he is supremely indifferent. Determined
to be free from all restraint, he recklessly plunges
on to his doom. Itis a sad, sad picture, often
duplicated in this unhappy scene, and is espe-
cially characteristic of the last days, in which
we now live (2 Tim. 3: 2).

27 Cease, my son, to hear the instruction
That causeth to err from the words of knowledge.
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This is a far-reaching command, of vast im-
portance. Itis an evidence of youthful pride for
one to suppose he can listen to all kinds of the-
ories, good and evil, but be defiled by none.
Spiritual eclecticism may seem to savor of
breadth of mind and liberality ; but it generally
ends in making shipwreck of the faith. You can
only recognize and avoid error when the truth
of God is known and delighted in. Therefore
the need of earnest, diligent study of the Scrip-
tures. When another gives out what is con-
trary to God’s revealed word, it is time to re-
fuse him and his teaching. You cannot afford
to trifle with unholy doctrine.

Remember that what is opposed to the teach-
ing of the unerring word of the Lord is directly
from Satan. To dabble with it is to expose
yourself to its powerful influence. Therefore re-
fuse to hear it.

One simple question is all that needs to be
propounded to any one taking the place of an
instructor in divine things, in order to detect
the bias of his doctrine. It is this: ‘“What
think ye of Christ?” He who is unsound here
is wrong throughout. If the true deity, or di-
vinity, of the Lord Jesus be denied; if the aton-
ing efficacy of His blood be explained away; if
the sinlessness of His spotless humanity be in
any way clouded, the system is wrong at the
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foundation, and it will prove to be unsound in
. all else.
“¢What think ye of Christ?’ is the test
To try both your state and your scheme.

You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of Him.”—(J. NEwTON.)

For a Christian to continue to hear, or to sup-
port, a man who blasphemes his Lord, is trea-
son of the darkest hue. If any bring not the
doctrine of Christ, he 1s to pe refused, and no
fellowship shown him, because he abides in the
darkness; and ‘‘ what fellowship hath light with
darkness?” See the Spiritualists of Isaiah’s
day (Isa.8:19,20), and the Judaizers and Gnos-
tics of the apostolic period (Titus1:10,11; Col.
2:8; 2John 9, 10). All these classes are to be
found in our times, multiplied a thousandfold.
“ From such turn away.”

28 A witness of Belial scometh judgment:
And the mouth of the lawless devoureth iniquity.
29 Judgments are prepared for scomers,

And stripes for the back of fools.

Belial seems in a veiled way to stand for Sa-
tan. It really means that which is worthless,
but is generally used as that which is opposed
to God. So that a witness of Belial would be
one who is ungodly, and who therefore scorns
judgment and correction. His mouth devours
iniquity. It is his food; he lives upon it.

17
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But a solemn accounting is before him. Inde-
pendent though he may be now, he will at last
have to learn that judgments have been by God
prepared for such as he, and stripes for his back.
Deceit and transgression may seem to go un-
checked for a time, but the blow will soon fall
that shall give the worthless witness to realize
that God cannot be trifled with forever. See An-
anias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1-11).
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CHAPTER TWENTY

WHO can tell the woes, the broken hearts,

the blasted lives, the lost souls, that have
been the result of failure to heed the warning of
the verse with which this chapter opens?

| Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging:
And whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.

No other vice has so cursed the world, and
caused such awful misery and suffering, as
intemperance. Those who sneer at the Ilrrid
tales of a Gough or a Murphy have only to go
about after nightfall through the, dark courts
of our large cities to find the most dreadful
pictures human eloquence have painted many
times outdone. The wretched victims of the
wine-cup have been numbered in hundreds of
millions, and yvet Satan has no difficulty in
persuading thousands of reckless youths to
daily start upon the same fearful road that has
lured these untold hosts to ruin.

Like every other creature of God, wine has its
place. Scripture recognizes its medicinal virtue,
and a lawful use of it also when needed (1 Tim.
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5: 23). But how easily it becomes a snare that.
destroys the will and wrecks the life.

“ Wine is a mocker,” tempting the youth to
his undoing, and deceiving him who with rash-
ness supposes he can indulge as he pleases, and
then, when he desires, set it aside. Even godly
men have been deluded thereby to their shame
and grief. See Noah, and Lot (Gen. 9: 20, 21;
19:30-36). Consult notes on chap. 23: 29-35.

2 The fear of a king is as the roaring of a young lion:
Whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth against his
own soul.

See note on chap. 19:12. *The powers that
be are ordained of God.” Hence the necessity
of recognizing their authority and submitting
to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake.
To resist the power is to resist Him who ap-
pointed it, and is to provoke the king to anger,
and thus to sin against one’s own soul; for his
wrath will be poured out upon the rebellious.

We may apply the words to the King of whom
every other should be a type. Who can meas-
ure the power of His wrath when all His grace
has been despised and He sits on His royal
throne to execute judgment ?

Hanun had to prove ‘the wrath of a king”
when he refused his kindness (2 Sam. 10).

3 It is an honor for a man to cease from strife:

But every fool will be meddling.
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See note on chap. 17: 14. How strange the
pride that makes a man dread to own he has
been wrong, or unwilling to back down gra-
ciously for the sake of peace, even though he
may feel he is in the right—providing no divine
principle is at stake. ‘‘Let your yieldingness
be known unto all men” (Phil.4:5) is a needed
word. A man of God will be ready to give up
his fancied rights rather than to prolong strife;
but a fool will persist in contention and meddle
with matters in which he should have no part.
Even so devoted a man as Josiah failed for lack
of having learned this lesson (2 Chron. 35 : 20—
24).

4 The sluggard will not plow by reason of the winter;
Therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing.

Ready upon any pretext to abandon his labor,
the sluggard neglects the cultivation of his fields
when others are at work. Therefore when har-
vest-time arrives, his fields are bare, and he is
found begging of (as he would put it) his more
fortunate neighbors. The fact is, fortune has
nothing to do with it. Their diligence has
brought its own reward, and his slothfulness
its natural consequence. Compare chap. 19:
15, 24.

5 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water;
But a man of understanding will draw it out.
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See note on chap. 18:4. We have already
been reminded more than once that it is only
the fool who blatantly pours forth a stream of
words upon every occasion (see chap. 17: 27,
28 and 18:7). With the prudent man it is quite
otherwise. His words are few, unless there be
occasion for them; and this not because of his
lack of sound knowledge and the ability to in-
struct; but he prefers to bide his time. Deep in
his heart, as in a well, he hides counsel and wis-
dom. Because of his sobriety, the simple may
think him inferior to themselves; but a man of
understanding will be able to draw forth what
shall be for profit, at the suited period. See Jo-
seph and Pharaoh (Gen. 41).

6 Most men will proclaim every one his own good-

ness:

But a faithful man who can find?

7 The just man walketh in his integnty;
His children are blessed after him.

8 A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment
Scattereth away all evil with his eyes.
9 Who can say, | have made my heart clean,
I am pure from my sin?
10 Divers weights, and divers measures,

Both of them are alike abomination to Jehovah.

11 Even a child is known by his doings,
Whether his work be pure, and whether it be right.

12 The hearing ear, and the seeing eye,
Jehovah hath made both of them.
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There is evidently a moral connection between
each proverb in this section, all being more or
less occupied with the question and the test of
purity. Most men are ready to declare their
own uprightness and kindness, as was Job be-
fore he saw the Lord. But faithful men, who
will justify God though all others be found liars,
are few indeed. In Elihu we see such a one as he
speaks on God’s behalf. See Job 29-31 for his
defence of himself. In chaps.32-37 we get Elihu
justifying God.

The man who is really just (made such by
grace) manifests it by his walk ; not by the dec-
larations of his lips. The children of such a
man are blessed after him. Abraham is a shin-
ing example of this (Gen. 17 : 1-9).

If any are righteous, it should surely be the
king who sits on the throne of judgment, and
scatters away evil with his eyes. But even
among such (or among men at large), who is
there who will dare to say, ‘I have made my
heart clean. I am pure from my sin’’?

Unequal measures testify to the lack of integ-
rity on the part of many. All such are evil in
the eyes of the Lord (see chap.16: 11, and note
verse 23 below).

Even in the case of a child, his ways and do-
ings declare what he is, as in the instance of
little Samuel in the tabernacle (1 Sam. 3: 18-~
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21). What shall be said of those older in years,
with added responsibilities ?

Manifestly, then, no man is pure in himself.
But Jehovah gives to those who wait upon Him
the seeing eye and the hearing ear, that they
may behold and do His will, and hear His voice.
When all pretense to purity in oneself is given
up, it is found in Christ, for those who receive
Him.

13 Love not sleep, lest thou come to pov ‘:
Open thine eyes, and thou shalt be e::ytisﬁed with

bread.

See verse 4 above, and note chaps. 6: 9-11;
24.: 33,34. Abundant are the warnings against
slothfulness and self-indulgence. ‘Drowsiness
shall clothe a man with rags.” It is the active
and diligent who are rewarded for their toil.
‘““Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from
among the dead, and Christ shall shine upon
thee.”” Such are the stirring words addressed
by the Holy Ghost to Christians who are sleep-
ing in a world where all should be aroused to a
sense of the value of time, so rapidly passing
away. ‘‘See then that ye walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time,
because the days are evil” (Eph. 5: 15, 16).

It was by taking his ease that David fell into
his grievous sin (2 Sam. 11: 1, last clause).
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14 Bad! bad! saith the buyer;
But when he is gone his way, then be boasteth.

" How common is the deceit here mentioned!
It is the characteristic falsehood of the bar-
gainer. Depreciating the article his heart de-
sires, in order to procure favorable terms, when
at last his price is acceded to, he goes his way,
rejoicing in his shrewdness, and boasting of his
ability to purchase at low rates. But a holier
eye than that of man was looking on, noting
every action, word, and thought; and the day of
accounting draws rapidly nearer. See Ephraim
(Hosea 12: 7, 8).

15 There is gold, and a multitude of rubies:
But the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

Gold and gems are of no value as compared
with the lips that keep knowledge. No price
can be set upon the precious truth of God, the
wisdom that cometh from above. See chap. 2:
1-5, and consider Psa. 119: 72.

16 Take his garment that is surety for a stranger:
And take a pledge of him for a strange woman.

See notes on chaps.6:1-5; 11:15. Ruin and
disaster dog the steps of him who unwisely goes
surety for another, or who has any traffic with
a strange woman. To keep clear of both is the
only path of safety. To temporize is generally
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to invite defeat. The man who can say “No,”
and stand by it, when tempted to one side or
the other, alone is secure. He who will not heed
must learn for himself in bitterness of soul. See
Judah (Gen. 38).

17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man;

But afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel.

It is only for the passing moment that deceit
seems to prosper and to promise well. The full
result is far otherwise. In place of a sweet and
delectable dainty, the mouth will be filled with
gravel, hard and disappointing. Compare chap.
9:17, 18,and see Matt.26: 14—16 and 27: 3-5.

18 Every purpose is established by counsel :
And with good advice make war.

Rashness and unthinking precipitation are to
be deplored. Before beginning what may not
readily be ended, it is well to count the cost, and
to counsel with some who are known to be wise
and prudent. Our Lord expands and amplifies
this proverb when He says, *“ What king, going
to make war against another king, sitteth
not down first, and consulteth whether he be
able with ten thousand to meet him that com-
eth against him with twenty thousand? Or
else, while the other is yet a great way off,
he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth condi-
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tions of peace” (Luke 14: 31, 32). See Reho-
boam and Shemaiah (2 Chron. 11: 1-4).

19 He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth se-
crets:
Therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with
his lips.

See notes on chaps. 11:13; 18: 8, and 25: 23.
He who flatters to the face will as readily scan-
dalize behind the back. By soft, sinuous words
and ways he will gain the confidence of his vic-
tim, appealing to his pride and love of approba-
tion, and thus loosening his tongue, till he re-
lates things far better left unsaid. When he has
thus lured him on to unbaring his heart, he will
g0 to others, and pour into their ears what he
has just learned, flattering them in the same
way, and giving them to suppose that they
alone are the recipients of his favor. No charac-
ter is more detestable. Utterly lacking in moral
principle, and destitute of godliness, when such
a person gets in among a Christian assembly,
he can do untold mischief. The safe plan is to
refuse altogether to listen to “ him that flatter-
eth with his lips.” By so doing, much sorrow
may be averted. The one who praises his lis-
tener while he backbites another, deserves to be
treated in the spirit that David manifested to-
ward the Amalekite who brought him news of
Saul’s death (2 Sam. 1: 1-16).
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20 Whoso revileth his father or his mother,
His lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness.

See note on chap.19: 26. No parents are per-
fect in all their ways, but, like civil authorities,
they are to be honored because of their position.
They stand to children in God’s stead. To
honor the father and mother is to honor Him
who has created us and established the home,
setting the solitary in families. Therefore he
who reviles his parents shall find his light put
out, and be left in the darkness. Even though
a father or mother fail grievously, a son whose
spirit is as it should be will seek to cover and
hide their shame. Only an ungrateful and fool-
ish child will spread it abroad. This was the
error of Ham (Gen. 9: 22).

21 An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the begin-
ning ;
But the end thereof shall not be blessed.

See chaps. 21: 6 and 28:20. Treasure rap-
idly accumulated at the expense of conscience
and honor will yield little comfort; for ‘the
blessing of the Lord that maketh rich and add-
eth no sorrow with it ”’ cannot be upon it. “As
the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth
them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by

right, shall leave them in the midst of his days,
and at his end shall be a fool” (Jer.17:11).
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They who set out with the determination to
gather wealth at all cost will learn in bitter-
ness of soul that they have missed the true and
lasting treasure which would have given heart-
satisfaction and joy in its possession. See God’s
word to the rich who have gained their fortunes
by oppression of the poor (James 5: 1-6).

22 Say not thou, I will recompense evil;

But wait on Jehovah, and He shall save thee.

No lesson is harder for some of us to learn
than that of confiding all our affairs to the
hands of the Lord, especially when we feel we
have been wronged and ill-treated. Yet it is
plain from Scripture that the samt can make
no greater mistake than to take charge of his
own affairs in such a case. Nothing could be
clearer than the injunction, ‘ Recompense to no
man evil for evil. . . . Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is Mine; I
will repay, saith the Lord” (Rom. 12: 17-19).
To set about meting out evil for evil in the face
of words like these is to act in direct disobedi-
ence to God, and we need not wonder if we
make a terrible botch of it all. He who, owning
that all has been allowed by the Lord for his
good, bows his head and bends before the blast,
will find God ever ready to interfere at the
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needed moment. Tolook away from the human
instrument of our grief, however vindictive he
may be, and to see, behind it all, the purposes
of our Father working out, gives rest and com-
fort to the sorely-tried soul. It was this that
sustained David when Shimei cursed and stoned
him. The whole passage is so tender and strik-
ing, I cannot forbear quoting it in full: “ And
when king David came to Bahurim, behold,
thence came out a man of the family of the
house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son
of Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he
came. And he cast stones at David, and at all
the servants of king David: and all the people
and all the mighty men were on his right hand
and on his left. And thus said Shimei when he
cursed, Come out, come out, thou bloody man,
and thou man of Belial: the Lord hath returned
upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in
whose stead thou hast reigned; and the Lord
hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Ab-
salom thy son: and, behold, thou art taken in
thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man.
Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto the
king, Why should this dead dog curse my lord
the king? let me go over, I pray thee, and take
off his head. And the king said, What have I to
do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him
curse, because the Lord hath said unto him,
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Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore
hast thou done so? And David said to Abishaj,
and to all his servants, Behold, my son, which
came forth of my bowels, seeketh my life: how
much more now may this Benjamite do it? Let
him alone, and let him curse; for the Lord hath
bidden him. It may be that the Lord will look on
my affliction, and that the Lord will requite me
good for his cursing this day’’ (2Sam.16: 5-12).

It is doubtful if, in all David’s spiritual his-
tory, he ever reached a higher height of holy con-
fidence in God than at this time of deep, deep
trial. Shimei’s spiteful cursing in so public a
manner, and at so sorrowful a time, must have
deeply lacerated his already wounded spirit.
But he bows his head in submission; and in-
stead of executing vengeance on Shimei, and
seeking self-vindication from the charges made,
“through evil report and good report” he
holds on his way, in submissive confidence, say-
ing, “Let him curse,” and taking all from the
Lord Himself.

Shimei was but an instrument, inspired by
Satan, yet really permitted of the Lord, for Da-
vid’s chastening and discipline. As such he
views him, and looks not at second causes, but
at the great First Cause Himself. This is most
blessed! Would that every tried saint could fol-
low his example|
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The day came that Shimei was a cringing sup-
pliant at the feet of the man he had cursed ; pub-
licly owning that he had acted perversely, and
confessing ‘‘ thy servant doth know that I have
sinned” (2 Sam. 19: 16-23). David’s royal
clemency was extended in forgiveness—a far
greater victory than vengeance would have
been. Afterwards, in God’s righteous govern-
ment, he was put to death for the treachery
that ever characterized him, in the reign of Sol-
omon. ‘‘He that doeth wrong shall receive for
the wrong which he hath done: and there is no
respect of persons” (Col. 3:25). With judg-
ment I have not to interfere. Be it mine to bow
in submission to all God’s ways, owning His
hand in everything that would otherwise dis-
quiet me.

23 Divers weights are an abomination to Jehovah;
And a false balance is not good.

See verse 10 above. Divers weights are differ-
ent tests for different things, according as they
relate to oneself or not. One standard of right-
eousness, a true balance, with honest weights,
should characterize the Christian. Frequently
one finds these various weights applied in esti-
mating the conduct of certain persons. We ex-
cuse in one, particularly in ourselves, what calls
for severe judgment in the case of another. But
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in the scales of the sanctuary both are tested
by the same weights. God would have our bal-
ances patterned after His, and the opposite is
an abomination in His sight. See the half
shekel (Ex. 30: 15).

24 Man’s goings are of Jehovah;
How can a man then understand his own way?

The prophet Jeremiah attests the same sol-
emn truth. ‘O Lord,” he says, “I know that
the way of man is not in himself: it is not in
man that walketh to direct his steps.” So he
adds, “O Lord, correct me, but with judgment;
not in Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to noth-
ing” (Jer. 10: 23, 24). Concerning every one
of us, it can be said, *‘ Ye have not passed this
way heretofore.” This is true every step of our
journey through this world. Each day we enter
upon new scenes and new experiences; therefore
the folly of depending on our poor, finite wis-
dom in order to understand our way. One
alone knows the end from the beginning. With
Him, all is one eternal Now. Who else but He
can direct our steps? Happy the soul who can
commit all his ways unto Him, and sing with
confidence and holy restfulness, “ My times are
in Thy hand.” To such He has said, “I will
instruct thee and teach thee in the way which

thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye "
18
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(Psa. 32:8). But this daily guidance is only

the portion of the subject, obedient believer.

Others must know the bit-and-bridle direction

of circumstances and tribulations. See Israel at

the Jordan (Josh. 3: 4).

25 It is a snare to a man rashly to say, It is hallowed;
And after vows, to make inquiry.

Two things, yet very closely connected, seem
to be here referred to, with a keen, underlying
touch of irony that is meant to go home to the
conscience. To say rashly of anything that it
is holy, before one has investigated, or to make
a vow concerning some matter which has to be
inquired into later; these are foolish and dan-
gerous things, and may result in much sorrow
and trouble. Elsewhere Solomon speaks of the
same blunder. ‘ When thou vowest a vow unto
God, defer not to pay it; for He hath no pleas-
ure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.
Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than
that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer
not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither
say thou before the angel, that it was an error:
wherefore should God be angry at thy voice,
and destroy the work of thy hands?” (Ecc. 5:
4-T). The practice of making vows seems to
be clearly contrary to the spirit of the Christian
dispensation, in which grace is reigning. Under
law, when God was asking something of man,
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it was quite in keeping to make such particular
pledges. The vow of Paul was evidently that
of a Nazarite, taken prior to his conversion
(Acts 18:18). It would therefore be of all-im-
portance to make sure that such a promise was
according to the mind of God before making it.
See Jephthah’s rash vow, and its terrible conse-
quences (Judges 11 : 30—40).

26 A wise king scattereth the lawless,
And bringeth the wheel over them.

No throne is established in peace when lawless-
ness and violence are rampant among the peo-
ple. It is necessary, for the preservation of
society, the peace of the righteous, as well as the
stability of government, that those who op-
pose it be destroyed. So, ere the millennial
kingdom shall be set up, the wicked will be
rooted out of the earth. See Isa.63 and Rev.19.

27 The spint of man is the lamp of Jehovah,
Searching all the depths of the soul.

The spirit of man is not mere breath, or some
impersonal idea. God ‘‘formeth the spirit of
man within him” (Zech.12:1). It is by the
spirit he is enabled to think and plan, to weigh
evidences, and to understand things both mate-
rial, moral, and spiritual. ‘“What man know-
eth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him ?*’ (1 Cor. 2:11.) Here itis evis
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dent that the spirit is the seat of intelligence.
How would it sound to substitute * breath’’ for
“spirit” in either of these scriptures, making
them declare God formed man’s breath as an
entity within him, and that by his breath he ap-
prehended the things that concerned him? Spite
of all that casuists and sophists may allege to
the contrary, the Bible clearly teaches the true
individuality of the spirit.*

It is here called the lamp of Jehovah. Notice,
it is not the light of Jehovah. The lamp is the
vessel that holds the light, which itself is divine,
proceeding from God. But man’s spirit can be
a light-receiver and light-retainer, illuminating
every part of his moral being. This it is that
gives him preeminence over all the lower crea-
tion. What an immeasurable gulf there is be-
tween the lowest type of man, with all his capa-
bilities of divine enlightenment, and the highest
type of brute, who must be forever insensible
to spiritual instruction|t

* For an exhaustive treatment of the Scripture doctrine as to
the spirit and sonl, I know nothing better than the erudite and
painstaking work of the late F. W. Grant, ' Facts and Theories
as to a Future State.”’” To be had of the same Publishers.

11In so writing I do not forget the Scripture declaration that
‘“there is none that seeketh after God.”” The savage gropes
after Him, because of his fear, and desires to propitiate His
supposed anger and hatred. He has no desire to love and serve
Him because of what He has done and is.
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The most degraded savage gropes after God,
for his spirit is the lamp of Jehovah, dimly
though the light may shine. But take the
beast, and train him to the highest point of
brute-intelligence, he manifests no recognition
of responsibility to a Creator, no sense of spirit-
ual conceptions. This fact alone is enough to
forever destroy the agnostic theory of evolution
as taught by Darwin and Huxley, and eagerly
received by so many who are ever ready to run
after what seems to be new and novel, particu-
larly if it appears to eliminate God from His
own universe.

Through the spirit God has to say to man.
Thereby He pours His light into every chamber
of his being. This it is that produces a sense of
need, a yearning after Himself. For in his nat-
ural state ‘“there is none that seeketh after
God.” When His testimony is received, and the
soul i8 bowed before Him in repentance, His
Holy Spirit, through the Scriptures of truth,
witnesses with our spirits that we are His
children. See Elijah and the still small voice
(1 Kings 19: 11-13).

28 Loving-kindness and truth preserve the king:
And his throne is upheld by loving-kindness.

In verse 26 we saw that it was the king’s wis-
dom to execute judgment upon his foes. Here
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we are reminded of the other side of his charac-
ter. His throne rests on righteousness, but it is
upheld by loving-kindness. The two are essen-
tial—loving-kindness and truth. * Grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.”” When He reigns,
both shall be displayed in perfection (Isa. 32).

29 The glory of young men is their strength:
And the beauty of old men is the gray head.

See note on chap. 16: 31. In the economy of
nature, as of grace, there is « time and season
for all things. Youth delights in deeds of prow-
ess, and glories in physical strength. Age is the
time for meditation and sobriety, and of this
the gray head is a reminder, beautiful indeed in
its place. In his first epistle, the apostle John
takes up the same thoughts in a spiritual sense.
The young men are those who are strong in the
faith, in whom the word of God abides, and
who have overcome the wicked one. To the
fathers, he simply writes, ‘ Ye have known Him
that is from the beginning.” Itis that experi-
mental knowledge of Christ which is enlarged
and deepened by the passing of the years (1 John
2:13, 14).

30 The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil:

So do stripes the depths of the soul.

Added suffering is often required to purge the
system of poisonous matter; therefore the skill-
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ful surgeon is not always concerned to immedi-
ately heal a wound. There is often a probing,
and consequent inflammation, that is very pain-
ful, but good in result. So it is with God’s deal-
ings when unholiness has been tolerated by His
children. Stripes and sorrows may be laid upon
them, but only that the inner parts of the being
may be purged of all hidden evil by self-judg-
ment and full confession in His presence. The
unnamed author of the psalm of the laver is not
the only one who could say, ‘ Before I was af-
flicted I went astray: but now have I kept Thy
word” (Psa. 119: 67). As he would be an un-
wise patient who objected to the pain caused
by the surgeon while he endeavored to free the
wound from impurities that might effectually
hinder healing, and which, if unremoved, might
poison the whole system, so is the saint foolish
indeed who repines under a Father’s chastening
hand, and seeks to free himself from the stripes
rather than to ‘“hear the rod, and Him who
hath appointed it.”
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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

HE great truth that the prophet Daniel
sought to bring to bear upon the con-
science of the impious Belshazzar on the last
night of his reign at Babylon is that which the
opening verse presents, .u a slightly different
way. Daniel endeavored to impress the Chal-
dean king with his duty to acknowledge *the
God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose
are all thy ways;"” but he would not be hum-
bled. Here we are told that

| The king’s heart is in the hand of Jehovah, as the
nvulets of water:

He turneth it whithersoever He will.

See chap. 20:24. There is no monarch so
great that he can act in independence of God.
Whether he owns it or not, Jehovah is controll-
ing him as He controls the flow of the water-
brooks. He who ‘“hath His way in the whirl-
wind and the storm ”’ can make the wrath of

man to praise Him, and restrain the remainder
thereof. As already noted,* the book of Esther

* See remarks on chap. 11: 8.
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is the fitting illustration of this, especially chap.
6:1-10. Jehovah’s word to Cyrus, written
long ere that ruler was born, is another striking
case in point. See Isa. 45:1-7.

2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes:

But Jehovah pondereth the hearts.

See chap. 20: 6. Self-righteousness 1s perhaps
the most human of all sins. Men will excuse
and explain away in themselves what in others
would be censured with severity. The Lord be-
holds the heart, and takes notice of the pride
gnawing like a worm at the root. Not he who
commends himself, but he who is commended
by God, is approved. See Paul (1 Cor. 4: 4).

3 To do righteousness and judgment
Is more acceptable to Jehovah than sacrifice.

It was a common thing for men to forget that
sacrifices and offerings were not pleasing to the
Lord when uprightness was lacking. He ever
placed righteousness and equity above ceremo-
nial observances, as, we may rest assured, He
does to-day. The Lord witheringly rebuked the
Pharisees, when He was on earth, for their at-
tention to ritualistic details while justice and
integrity were lacking. “I will have mercy,
and not sacrifice” was His word. Isaiah sets
forth the same truth, of the supreme importance
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of the execution of righteousness, when con-
trasting the ceremonial fasts with what Jeho-
vah really delighted in (Isa. 58: 5-14). See
Samuel’s word to Saul (1 Sam. 15 : 22).

4 A high look, and a roudbeart,
And the tillage of llll’e lawless, is sin.

As long as man persists in rebellion against
God, he can do nothing that will be acceptable
in His sight. Not only are lofty eyes and a
proud heart evil, but even what might other-
wise be meritorious is sin while man refuses to
bow in repentance before Him.

Let a province rebel against its lawful ruler,
the inhabitants may carry on many useful occu-
pations and labor diligently in them, but all are
tainted with sedition, so cannot be considered
profitable or right. When they ground their
arms at the feet of the king, and own his sway,
these same occupations become pleasing and
proper in his sight. So it is with man away
from God, and with those who turn to Him in
contrition of heart. See the Holy Spirit’s esti-
mate of Israel while God’s Anointed is rejected
(Rom. 10: 1-3).
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