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WALTER MARTIN was fondly and respectfully known as "the father of Christian cult apologetics.”
Many current professional and academic cult apologists credit him with their introduction to the field. He
held four earned degrees, having received his Doctorate from California Coast University in the field of
Comparative Religions. Author of a dozen books, a half-dozen booklets, and many articles, he was
known nationwide as " The Bible Answer Man," host of one of the oldest and most popular nationally
syndicated call-in radio programs. He was founder and director of the Christian Research Institute,
located in Southern California, which continues to provide cult apol ogetics information and to sponsor
the ever-popular Bible Answer Man daily broadcast.
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Each of the contributors to this updated and expanded edition have years of experience understanding,
explaining, and defending the Christian faith, and each is thoroughly competent in the areas for which
they provided revising, updating, editing, and/or content for this edition. Richard Abanes, Alan Gomes,
Bill McKeever, Richard Mendoza, Bob Passantino, Gretchen Passantino, Cecil Price, and Kurt Van
Gorden have remained faithful to the vision of Walter Martin while bringing The Kingdom of the Cultsto
the cutting edge of cult apologetics and scholarship today. Most of the contributors regard the late Dr.

Martin as their mentor, and al look to his example as an able defender of the faith "once for al delivered
to the saints’ (Jude 3).
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PUBLISHER'SINTRODUCTION

While contemporary treatments of multiculturalism evoke images of atossed salad rather than a melting
pot, the proliferation of new religious movements with at least a veneer of Christianity was never greater.
From the iconoclastic Branch Davidians of Waco, Texas, to the quiet secrecy of the Soldiers of the
Cross, religious pluralism in competition with historic Christianity is at an all-time high. This thirtieth-
anniversary edition of The Kingdom of the Cults proves the aimost prophetic vision of the late Dr. Walter
Martin, who warned that the cults were "the great mission field on the Church’s doorstep.” Today, more
than ever, we need the insight of a mature Christian, master apologist, and comprehensive theologian to
guide usinto cult evangelism at the end of the century.

Dr. Walter Martin died in 1989, after aministry of amost forty yearsin cult apologetics. Holding four
earned degrees, Dr. Martin was recognised as the leading authority in America on American cults. He
was the author of a dozen books, many booklets, and uncounted articles. His Kingdom of the Cultsis the
standard reference work on American cults. He was founder and host of the internationally syndicated,
live call-in radio talk program The Bible Answer Man, and founder, director, and president of the
internationally recognised and acclaimed Christian Research Institute, which continues his vital work
today. Dr. Martin taught at various seminaries and Bible colleges through the years and mentored many
who have since become leaders in the counter-cult ministry field. He was deservedly called "the Father
of cult apologetics.”

This edition of The Kingdom of the Cults is both old and new. It epitomises the best in classic cult
apologetics pioneered and refined by Dr. Walter Martin. At the same time, it includes the best
contemporary information about the onslaught of the cultsin America and around the world today. Every
effort has been made to maintain the integrity of the original volume. The eternal verities of Scripture are
as central to this edition as in Walter Martin’s previous editions. The enduring heresies of the traditional
cults are reinforced in this edition with contemporary references and documentation. Current statistics,
practices, and beliefs are carefully explained and refuted from God’' s Word. New cults not addressed in
previous editions are fully examined and countered in this new edition. This volume reflects the godly
spirit and scholastic brilliance of the late Dr. Walter Martin. His clarion call of thirty years ago should
ring even louder today as the Christian church faces the new century with evangelistic urgency.
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GENERAL EDITOR

GENERAL EDITOR'SINTRODUCTION

The revised, updated, and expanded thirtieth anniversary edition of The Kingdom of the Cults could not
have been released at a more strategic time in church history. More than three decades ago, Walter
Martin warned that cultism would have a devastating impact on the culture. Today cultism is having an
equally devastating impact on the church. The line of demarcation

between the kingdom of the cults and the kingdom of Christ isnot only being blurred, it isbeing
obliterated.

Recently, abook entitled How Wide the Divide? was released by a mgjor evangelical publisher. This
book, coauthored by a professor of a major evangelical seminary, wistfully looks forward to the day
"when youth groups or adult Sunday school classes from Mormon and evangelical churchesin the same
neighborhoods would gather periodically to share their beliefs

with each other in love and for the sake of understanding not proselytizing."1 According to the authors,

Mormons and evangelicals agree that "the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one eternal God." 2
The truth of course isthat they do not! As James White, author of Isthe Mormon My Brother?, aptly
points out, "The only way to make such a statement isto so

redefine every word used as to make the entire effort meaningless." 3

In The Kingdom of the Cults Walter Martin prophetically warned that the day would come when
Christians would be unable and unwilling to "scale the language barrier." Today as never before cultists
of all stripes are using Christian terminology while pouring their own meanings into the words, in the
process sometimes fooling even conservative evangelical leaders. While

the authors of How Wide the Divide? suggest that we worship the same God, in reality the God of
historical biblical Christianity isvastly different from the God of Mormonism. According to

Mormonism, "Asman is, God once was; as God is, man may become." 4 Mormon founder Joseph Smith

goes so far asto say God was "once a man as we are now." 2 In stark contrast to the God of Mormonism,
the God of Christianity isinfinite and immutable. The distance between them is the distance of infinity.

In minimizing the "divide" between the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of the cults one can hope to
forge only superficial friendships with cultists. If we genuinely want to influence a cultist for Christ, itis
necessary, as Walter Martin did, to tell the truth about the vast chasm that separates us. Walter Martin’'s
witness and writings have been used by the Lord to move

multitudes out of cultism into Christianity.

While Walter Martin has gone on to be with his Lord, it is my prayer that The Kingdom of the Cults, his
magnum opus, will equip yet another generation of cult apologists. Asyou read on, you will be prepared
to reach out to the mission field on your own doorstep as well as mission fieldsin distant lands. More
than that you will be inspired to be atool in the hands of

amighty God in the process of changing lives for time and for eternity.

http://67.15.42.48/~bible/cults/koc/general.htm (1 of 3) [02/06/2004 11:20:14 p.m.]



GENERAL EDITOR

Not only can the lives of individuals be transformed but entire unbiblical movements can be transformed
aswell. Consider the Worldwide Church of God. In previous editions of The Kingdom of the Cults, this
movement was listed as a non-Christian cult. This edition, however, notes their journey since then from
cultism to the Cross. Joseph Tkach Jr., pastor-general of the

Worldwide Church of God, best summarized this transformation when he wrote, "Gone are our
obsessions with alegalistic interpretation of the Old Testament, our belief in British Israelism, and our
insistence on our fellowship’s exclusive relationship with God. Gone are our condemnations of medical
science, the use of cosmetics, and traditional Christian celebrations

such as Easter and Christmas. Gone is our long-held view of God as a‘family’ of multiple ‘ spirit beings
into which humans may be born, replaced by a biblically accurate view of one God who exists eternally
in three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We have embraced and now champion the New
Testament’ s central theme: the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus saving work on behalf
of humanity is now the focus of our flagship magazine, The Plain Truth, rather than end-time prophectic
speculation. We proclaim the sufficiency of our Lord’s substitutionary sacrifice to save us from the

penalty for sin. We teach salvation by grace, based on faith alone, without resort to works of any kind." 6

This thirtieth anniversary edition of The Kingdom of the Cults not only maintains the integrity of Dr.
Martin's profoundly original work but adds current, up-to-date information and in-depth analysisin user
friendly fashion. As General Editor, | have preserved Walter Martin’s original thoughts while updating
and extending them through those who have effectively

mastered the spirit of hiswork. Several completely new chapters, reflecting significant changesin the
field of cult apologetics have also been added. These changes are noted in footnotes at the head of
chapters.

| would like to express my appreciation to Gretchen Passantino who, as Managing Editor, did thelion’s
share of the work on this project. | am also deeply grateful for the contributions of the team of
contributors she assembled. With the diversity of theological perspectives represented, disagreements on
secondary issues are inevitable. Walter Martin and I, for that

matter, hold differing views on a variety of issues, such as eschatology. We are al, however, firmly
united around the maxim, "In essentials unity, in nonessentials liberty, in al things charity."

Thus with the deepest of gratitude to our Lord Jesus Christ for raising up the ministry of Dr. Walter
Martin, we submit to His purposes this new edition of The Kingdom of the Cullts.

How wide the Divide? (Downer's Grove, Illin VP, 1997) 191

Ibid., 195

James White: s the Mormon My Brother? (Minneapolis. Bethnay House Publishing, 1997) 213
Prophet Lorenzo Snow, quoted in Milton R. Hunter The Gospel through the Ages, 105-106
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 345

Christian Research Journal (Rancho Santa Margarita, California. Christian Research Institute,

NG NCINS:
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Winter 1996) 53
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CHAPTER 1 The Kingdom of the Cults

CHAPTER 1
The Kingdom of the Cults

It has been said of the United Statesthat it is "the great melting pot" for the people of the world. And the
contents of that pot would not be complete unlessit also included the religions of those masses that now
make up the populace of America. Thiswriter has spent over thirty years of hislife in research and
fieldwork among the religions of America, and this volume, limited asit is by the vastness and
complexity of the problem itself, constitutes his evaluation of that vibrant brand of religion that has come
to be recognised by many as the "Kingdom of the Cults."

In his study of modern American cults and minority religious movements as found in his text These Also
Believe, Dr. Charles Braden, emeritus professor at North-western University (1954) [and co-author, John
C. Schaffer, lecturer (1955) and visiting professor at Scripps College (1954 to 1956)], made a number of
observations with which this writer agrees. In regard to the term "cult,” for instance, Dr. Braden says the
following:

By the term cult | mean nothing derogatory to
any group so classified. A cult, as| defineit, is
any religious group which differs significantly
In one or more respects as to belief or practice
from those religious groups which are regarded
as the normative expressions of religion in our
total culture (Preface, xii).

| may add to this that a cult might also be defined as a group of people gathered about a specific person
or person’s misinterpretation of the Bible. For example, Jehovah's Witnesses are, for the most part,
followers of the interpretations of Charles T. Russell and J. F. Rutherford.

Although founder Russell and his successor Rutherford are long since dead, Jehovah's Witnesses today
still look to the Watchtower organisation and its Governing Body to understand the Bible. In fact,
Jehovah' s Witnesses are taught that they cannot understand the Bible without the organisation explaining
it to them.

The Christian Scientist of today is adisciple of Mary Baker Eddy and her interpretations of Scripture.
The Mormons, by their own admission, adhere to those interpretations found in the writings of Joseph
Smith and Brigham Y oung and continued by their current president, called the Prophet, Seer, and
Revelator. From atheological viewpoint, the cults contain many major deviations from historical
Christianity. Yet, paradoxically, they continue to insist that they are entitled to be classified as Christians.

Note, for example, that Jehovah’s Witnesses call themselves "Jehovah's Christian Witnesses," and the
Mormons are officially the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,” etc.
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CHAPTER 1 The Kingdom of the Cults

It ismy conviction that the reader is entitled to know the theological position from which thisvolumeis
written so that there will be no misconceptions as to the ground for my evaluation. | am a Baptist
minister, an evangelical holding to the inerrancy of Scripture, and teach in the fields of Biblical
Theology, Comparative Religion, and Apologetics, and am currently Director of the MA program at the
Simon Greenleaf School of Law (Orange, California).

It isimpossible for me to agree with Dr. Braden, "an unrepentant liberal" (p. xi), or to agree that | "hold
no brief for any particular cult, nor ... violently opposed to any” (p. xi). While | am in agreement that "in
genera the cults represent the earnest attempt of millions of people to find the fulfilment of deep and
legitimate needs of the human spirit, which most of them seem not to have found in the established
churches’ (p. xi), | feel thereis still much more to be said. It has been wisely observed by someone that
"aman who will not stand for something is quite likely to fall for ailmost anything.” So | have elected to
stand on the ramparts of biblical Christianity as taught by the apostles, defended by the church fathers,
rediscovered by the Reformers, and embodied in what is sometimes called Reformed theology.

It is the purpose of this book, then, to evaluate the so-called cults and isms, which today are found in
abundance in America and, in quite anumber of cases, on the great mission fields of the world.

Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and many other cults are growing at alarming rates not only in Third
World countries in South America, Asia, and Africa, but aso in the former members of the Soviet Union
and its satellites. Particularly in those countries where until recently religious faith was criminally
punishable, the inheritance of sound doctrine is missing and untold thousands of people are succumbing
to the cults.

My approach to the subject isthreefold: (1) historical analysis of the salient facts connected with therise
of the cult systems; (2) the theological evaluation of the mgjor teachings of those systems; and (3) an
apologetic contrast from the viewpoint of biblical theology, with an emphasis upon exegesis and
doctrine.

It is not my desire in any sense to make fun of adherents of cult systems, the large majority of whom are
sincere, though | am not adverse to humour when it can underscore a point. A study of the cultsisa
serious business. They constitute a growing trend in America—atrend that is away from the established
Christian churches and the historic teachings of the Bible—an emphasis upon autosoteric efforts, or the
desire to save one's self apart from biblical revelation.

It is most significant that those who have written on the cults have only recently stressed the authority of
the Scriptures as a criterion for measuring either the truth or falsity of cultic clams. When this book first
appeared in 1965, it was the first to make such a stress on such alarge scale. Since then my example has
been followed and the Christian is now in a position to readily find the Scripture’s verdict on the cults.
Dr. Marcus Bach, who has written extensively from aliberal viewpoint on the cults, summed up this
attitude of tolerance apart from scriptural authority when he wrote:
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CHAPTER 1 The Kingdom of the Cults

Somehow | felt | must become arepresentative
of the average churchgoer everywherein
America, whose heart was with mein my
seeking. If the Jehovah's Witnesses have some
heavenly tip-off that the world is coming to an
end in 1973,1 we want to tell our friends about it
in plenty of time! If Father Divineisreally God,
we want to know about it! If Unity isbuilding a
new city down in Missouri, we Americans want
to get in on the ground floor! If that manin
Moscow, Idaho, talked with God, actually and
literaly, we have aright to know how it’'s done!
Certainly these modern movements suggest that
there was avita, if not always coherent,
moving force back of them, giving luster and
driveto their beliefs. | decided that | would not
concern myself so much with the rivalry among
groups as with their realization. | would devote
myself more to the way than to the why of their
doctrine. Let othersturn ecclesiastical
microscopes on them or weigh them in the
sensitive scale of fina truth; | would content
myself with the age-old verdict of Gamalidl: "If
thiswork be of men, it will come to naught; but
iIf it be of God, we cannot overthrow it."

| decided to set forth on my own with no strings
attached and no stipend from any university, no
commission from any church, no obligation to
any individual or group, no bias, no
preconceived judgment, no illusions.

"All roads that lead to God are good." Asl|
began my adventure, the fervor of this naive and
youthful conviction rushed over me once more.
(They Have Found a Faith, 19-21.)

Dr. Bach admits more in this statement than perhaps he intended, for though it is alaudable aim to
become "representative of the average churchgoer everywhere in America," his use of the word "if" in
the reference to the teachings of the cults indicates that the final truth, grounded in the authority of
Scripture and the revelation of Jesus Christ, has not been obtained by the Christian church, and that other
sources must be investigated in order to ascertain the whole truth of the Christian message. We are in full
agreement that "these modern movements suggest that there was avital, if not always coherent, moving
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CHAPTER 1 The Kingdom of the Cults

force back of them, giving luster and drive to their beliefs." But since most if not all the cult systems
vigorously oppose the Christian church, particularly in the realm of Christology and soteriology, perhaps
itisnot at all out of order to suggest that "that force" is the same as that which opposed our Lord and the
apostles and has consistently opposed the efforts of the Christian church, the force described by our Lord
as "the god of thisworld."

Liberal scholars, then, have devoted themselves more to "the way" than to “the why" of the doctrines of
the cults, and they have adopted the statement of Gamaliel as their creed. It will be remembered that
Gamaliel counselled the Jews not to oppose the Christians, for "if this counsel or thiswork be of men, it
will come to naught: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it" ( ). Let it not be forgotten
that Gamaliel’ s advice is not biblical theology; and if it were followed in the practical realm of
experience as steadfastly asit is urged, then we would have to recognise Islam as "of God," because of its
rapid growth and reproductive virility throughout the world. We would have to acknowledge
Mormonism (six peoplein 1830 to over five million in 1982, and around eight million in 1994) in the
same category as Islam, something which most liberals are unwilling to do, though some have not
hesitated to so declare themselves,

We do not suggest that we "turn ecclesiastical microscopes' on the cults, but rather that they be viewed
in the light of what we know to be divine revelation, the Word of God, which itself weighs them, "in the
sensitive scale of final truth,” for it was our Lord who taught, "If you believe not that | am, you will die
inyour sins' ( ). And the final criterion today as always must remain, "What think ye of Chrigt;
whose son is He?"

| must dissent from the view that "all roads that lead to God are good" and believe instead the words of
our Lord, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" ( ).
It should be carefully noted that Jesus did not say, "I am one of many equally good ways" or "l am a
better way than the others, | am an aspect of truth; | am afragment of the life." Instead, His claim was
absolute, and allegiance to Him, as the Saviour of the world, was to take precedence over all the claims
of men and religions.

| should like to make it clear that in advancing criticism of some of the views of liberal scholarsin the
field of cults and isms, | do not discount their many valuable contributions. And no singular study,
regardless of the time involved and the thoroughness of the investigation, can review all the data and
evaluate all the facts necessary to completely understand the origin and development of cultism. My
approach is quite honestly theological in its orientation with the aim of contrast and reaffirmation in
view. Dr. Van Baalen is correct when he says that "the cults are the unpaid bills of the church" (Chaos of
Cults, 14). They are this and more, for they are a challenge to the church to affirm once again the great
principles and foundations of the Gospel of Christ and to make them meaningful to the present
generation. There can be no doubt that the great trend in religion is syncretistic, or atype of
homogenisation of religions, such as the great historian Arnold Toynbee has more than once suggested.

We are consistently being told in books, articles, council pronouncements, and ecumenical conclaves that
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CHAPTER 1 The Kingdom of the Cults

we must "play down the things that divide us and emphasi se those things which make for unity.” Thisis
al well and good if we are speaking about a firm foundation of doctrinal aswell as moral and ethical
truth, and if we are speaking about true unity within the body of Christ. But if, as some suggest, this be
broadened to include those who are not in agreement with the essentials of biblical Christianity, we must
resolutely oppose it.

It is most interesting to note that the National Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches,
which constitute the spearhead of the ecumenical movement throughout the world, have consistently
denied membership to the cults under study in this volume on the ground that they do not recognise or
worship Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. In 1957, The Christian Century printed a series of articles on
four prominent cults, which were written by Dr. Marcus Bach. Dr. Bach's presentation was so
sympathetic that the then editors of The Christian Century were compelled to write an editorial, pointing
out the differences between the cults and Christianity. Editor Harold Fey and Managing Editor Theodore
Gill wrote that the promises of the cults were empty and could not satisfy as Christianity could (551). We
can sympathise with Fey and Gill’ s concerns, since any series of articles which present the cultsin such a
favourable light, though appearing to be objective, does little or nothing for Christianity except to
encourage weaker Christians to dabble in what is a dangerous hobby.

Asthe American Christian church enters the end of this century, ecumenicism has become a deadly
cancer, destroying what used to be healthy Christian churches and replacing them with mutant
fellowships of "new spirituality” that embrace pantheism, polytheism, goddess worship, new ageism,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and agnosticism. The only "faith" not acceptable in our liberal churchestoday is
biblical faith that dares to make exclusive claims about Jesus Christ, the gospel, the Bible, and salvation!
The 1993 Parliament of World Religions, held in Chicago, exemplified this quasi-Christianity.
"Christian" spokespeople from various liberal churches embraced the faiths of the world as smply
alternate ways to experience God, and both liberal Christians and non-Christians united in their
condemnation of what they termed narrow-minded, fundamentalist religious bigots. When Christianity
denies the biblical faith it ceasesto be Christianity at all.

Biblical Perspectives

The age that saw the advent of Jesus Christ was an age rich in religion, stretching from the crass animism
and sex worship of the great majority of the world to the Roman pantheon of gods and the Greek mystery
religions. One need only peruse Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire to become acutely
aware of the multiplicity of gods and goddesses, as well as of philosophical and ethical systems that
pervaded the religious horizon in that era of history. Judaism had withdrawn itself from any extensive
missionary activity, burdened as the Jews were by the iron rule of an unsympathetic Roman paganism.
The law of God had been interpreted and reinterpreted through commentaries and rabbinical emendations
to the place where our Lord had to say to the religious leaders of His day, "Why do ye also transgress the
commandment of God by your tradition? ... Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect
by your tradition" ( ).
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CHAPTER 1 The Kingdom of the Cults

Into this whirlpool of stagnant human philosophy and perverted revelation came the Son of God who,
through His teachings and example, revealed that there was such a thing as divine humanity, and through
His miraculous powers, vicarious death, and bodily resurrection, cut across the maze of human doubts
and fears and was lifted up, to draw all men unto Him. It has been wisely observed that men are at liberty
to reject Jesus Christ and the Bible as the Word of God; they are at liberty to oppose Him and to
challenge the Word'’ s authenticity. But they are not at liberty to alter the essential message of the
Scriptures, which is the good news that God does care for the lost souls of His children, and so loved us
that He sent His only Son to die for us that we might live through Him.

In keeping with this Gospel of God's grace, our Lord not only announced it but He prophesied the trials
and tribulations that would encompass His followers, both within the church and without, and He taught
that one of the greatest of all these trials would be the challenge of false prophets and false christs who
would come in His name and deceive many (M atthew 24:5). So concerned was Christ in this area that He
at one time declared:

Beware of false prophets, which cometo you in
sheep’ s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Y e shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their
fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which isin heaven. Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will | profess unto
them, | never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity (Matthew 7:15-23).

Christ pointed out that the false prophets would come. There was not a doubt in the mind of the Son of
God that this would take place, and the history of the heresies of the first five centuries of the Christian
church bear out the accuracy of His predictions. Christ further taught that the fruits of the false prophets
would also be apparent, and that the church would be able to detect them readily. Let us never forget that
"fruits’ from a corrupt tree can also be doctrinal, as well as ethical and moral. A person may be ethically
and morally "good" by human standards, but if he sets his face against Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour
and rejects Him, hisfruit is corrupt and he isto be rejected as counterfeit. The apostle John understood
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this when he wrote: "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they
were not all of us’ ( ).

The Bible, then, does speak of false prophets, false christs, false apostles and "deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light. Thereforeit is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works" ( ).

We cannot afford to have any concept of the purveyors of erroneous doctrines different from that held by
our Lord and the apostles, and agree with the apostle Paul that we must "abhor that which is evil; cleave
to that which is good” ( ). Inthelight of Paul’ steaching, it is extremely difficult for this
writer to understand how it is possible to cleave to that which is good without an abhorrence of that
whichisevil.

The biblical perspective, where fal se teachers and fal se teachings are concerned, is that we are to have
compassion and love for those who are enmeshed in the teachings of the false prophets, but we are to
vigorously oppose the teachings, with our primary objective the winning of the soul and not so much the
argument. It must never be forgotten that cultists are souls for whom Jesus Christ died, for "heisthe
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but aso for the sins of the whole world" ( ).

Today, the kingdom of the cults stretches throughout the world, its membership in the millions, with over
twenty million cult members in the United States alone. The church of Jesus Christ has badly neglected
both the evangelising and refuting of the various cult systems, although there is cause for some optimism.

But the problem faces us al the same and continues to grow. The kingdom of the cults is expanding, and
when it is remembered that the rate of growth for the Mormon Church in the United Statesis greater than
that of all of the Protestant denominations and the Roman Catholic Church together, the issue comes
clearly into focus.

While religious involvement in the United States has become much more individualised, personal, and
informal over the last thirty years, making statistical figures dubious at best, religious experimentation is
claiming more souls today than ever before. Not only are cult conversion rates astronomical in Third
World and former Soviet Union countries, but also Americans thirsty for spiritual reality are consuming

cultic doctrine voraciously.2

Our purpose in this volume is to further awaken interest to this tremendously important field of Christian
missionary effort among the cults, to point out the flaws in the various cult systems, and to provide the
information that will enable Christians both to answer cultists and to present effectively to them the
claims of the Gospel of Christ, with a deep concern for the redemption of their souls. It is also the aim of
this book to so familiarise the reader with the refreshing truths of the Gospel of Christ that he may see the
great heritage that is oursin the Christian faith and be challenged more effectively to both live and to
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witness for the Saviour.

The American Banking Association has atraining program that exemplifies this aim of the author. Each
year it sends hundreds of bank tellers to Washington in order to teach them to detect counterfeit money,
which isagreat source of aloss of revenue to the Treasury Department. It is most interesting that during
the entire two-week training program, no teller touches counterfeit money. Only the original passes
through his hands. The reason for thisis that the American Banking Association is convinced that if a
man is thoroughly familiar with the original, he will not be deceived by the counterfeit bill, no matter
how much like the original it appears. It is the contention of thiswriter that if the average Christian
would become familiar once again with the great foundations of his faith, he would be able to detect
those counterfeit elements so apparent in the cult systems, which set them apart from biblical
Christianity.

Teller training has changed, and most tellers today don’t have the intensive training that was once
standard. Thisis because the composition of genuine bills has increased in complexity and unique
characterisation, making them much more difficult to counterfeit without detection. However, the
principle the American Banking Association adopted is still valid: Close familiarity with the genuineis
the best protection against the counterfeit. Where once weight and texture were of greatest significance,
today laser strips, coloured threads, and intricate printing detail signify the genuine. Whether a bill is new
or old, however, if it isgenuine, it will display the genuine characteristics tellers are taught to recognise.
In the same way, Christians who know their faith intimately and use it daily learn to recognise the truth
and rgject the counterfeit faiths of the cults.

Charles W. Ferguson, in his provocative volume The New Books of Revelation (p. 1), describes the
advent of modern cult systems as "the modern Babel." He goes on to state that:

It should be obvious to any man who is not one
himself, that the land is overrun with messiahs.

| refer not to those political quacks who promise
in one election to rid the land of evil, but rather
to those inspired fakirs who promise to reduce
the diaphragm or orient the soul through the
machinery of acult religion. Each of these has
made himself the center of a new theophany,
has surrounded himself with aband of zealous
apostles, has hired a hall for a shrine and then
set about busily to rescue truth from the scaffold
and put it on the throne.

Ferguson did the Christian church agreat service in the late 1920s by focusing attention upon the rise of
the cults. His observations were pithy and to the point, and though they cannot always be endorsed from
abiblical standpoint, there can be little doubt that he put his finger upon the cults as a vital emergent
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force in American Protestantism with which the church of Jesus Christ must reckon. It iswith this force
that we now come to deal, confident that on the authority of the Scriptures, the Christian church has the
answers, and in the Gospel of Christ, a Saviour who can provide the cultist with something no cult
system has ever been able to originate—peace with God and fellowship with the Father and with His
Son, Jesus Christ.

The cults have capitalised on the failure of the Christian church to understand their teachings and to
develop a workable methodol ogy both to evangelise and to refute cult adherents. Within the theol ogical
structure of the cults there is considerable truth, all of which, it might be added, is drawn from biblical
sources, but so diluted with human error as to be more deadly than complete falsehood. The cults have
also emphasised the things that the church has forgotten, such as divine healing (Christian Science,

Unity, New Thought), prophecy (Jehovah’'s Witnesses and Mormonism), and a great many other things
that in the course of our study we will have opportunity to observe. But let it never be forgotten that
where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed in power and with what Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein has called
"acompelling relevancy,” cults have made little or no headway. This hasled Dr. Lee Belford, Professor
of Comparative Religions at New Y ork University, to state,

The problem is essentially theological where the
cults are concerned. The answer of the church
must be theological and doctrinal. No
sociological or cultural evaluation will do. Such
works may be helpful, but they will not answer
the Jehovah’' s Witness or Mormon who is
seeking biblical authority for either the
acceptance or rejection of his beliefs.

Sadly, many unbiblical teachings regarding both healing and prophecy are today being promoted in
churches and on religious broadcasting, and they are being believed by Christians who have not been
equipped from God' s Word to recognise and reject such false teachings. Even more than when the first
edition of this book was written, the church today has a compelling interest in teaching and equipping its
people to recognise error and reject it. Many Christians who are naively accepting the false
sensationalism of the aberrant churches and televangelists want to test what they hear with God's Word,
but they have not found responsible Bible teachers who can give them the proper tools. Both cultists and
misled Christians seek biblical authority for their beliefs. The church must respond to that need with a
clear and unwavering focus on the truths of God's Word.

The problem, then, is complex. Thereis no simple panacea, but it constitutes areal challenge to
Christianity that cannot be ignored or neglected any longer. For the challenge is here and the time is now.

This chapter updated and edited by Gretchen
Passantino.
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1. They most recently decided on the date of September 1975 as the time of Armageddon, to their
later dismay. This new false prophecy cost them thousands of members.

2. Dr. Martin’sclarion call of thirty years ago should ring even louder today as the Christian church
faces the new century with evangelistic urgency.
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CHAPTER 2

Scaling the Language Barrier

The scientific age in which we live has, in the very real sense of the term, given rise to a new vocabulary, which,
unlessit is understood, can create enormous problems in the realm of communication. The revolutionsin culture
that have taken place in the vocabularies of technology, psychology, medicine, and politics have not left untouched
the religions of the world in general and the theology of Christianity in particular.

The explosion of microprocessing has enabled us to learn religions via the Internet and argue the existence of God
on-line. We can fax the gospel almost instantly anywhere in the world, get a personalised horoscope for $15 per
minute by calling 900 "services" such as the Psychic Hotline, and purchase motivational tapes to energise our
psyches from television infomercials. Psychotherapy has embraced techniques from astral projection through past-
life regression to Zen meditation. "Alternative" medicine abounds even in the prestigious medical research groups
such as Southern California s Sharp Health Care, which administers not only one of the top cardiology research
facilities at Sharp Memorial Hospital but also the Sharp Centre for Mind/Body, which promotes Hindu-based
aternative therapies. Aswell, politicsis not immune to religious encroachment, with even a political party
dedicated to the principles of Maharishi Mahesh Y ogi’ s Transcendental Meditation. While few evangelica
Christians would argue that the United States is ending this century as a Christian nation, it is abundantly clear that
it isagloriously inconsistent but exuberant religious nation.

Writing in Eternity magazine, the noted theologian Dr. Bernard Ramm calls attention to this particular fact when
evaluating the theological system of the late Dr. Tillich, leading theological luminary of our day and former
Professor of Theology at the University of Chicago’s Divinity School. Dr. Ramm charges that Tillich has so
radically redefined standard theological terms that the effect upon Christian theology is nothing short of
cataclysmic. "Such biblical notions of sin, guilt, damnation, justification, regeneration, etc., all come out

retrandated into alanguage that is foreign to the meaning of these conceptsin the Scriptures themselves." 1

Dr. Ramm is quite right in his observations, for any student of Paul Tillich’s theology and, for that matter, the
theology of contemporary neoliberalism and neoorthodoxy will concede immediately that in the theol ogical
framework of these two systems of thought the vocabulary of what has been rightly termed by Dr. Edward Carnell
as "classical orthodoxy" undergoes what can only be termed radical redefinition. Just how thisis effected is worthy
of another chapter, but no one informed on the subject seriously questions that thisis what has occurred.

It istherefore possible for the modern theol ogians to use the terminology of the Bible and historical theology, but
in an entirely different sense from that intended by the writers of Scripture.

Before attempting to examine the non-Christian cult systems contained in this volume, one must face the fact that
the originators and promulgators of cult theology have done exactly the same thing to the semantic structure of
Christian theology as did the modern theologians. So it is possible for a Jehovah’s Witness, a Christian Scientist, or
aMormon, for example, to utilise the terminology of biblical Christianity with absolute freedom, having already
redesigned these terms in a theological framework of his own making and to his own liking, but aimost always at
direct variance with the historically accepted meanings of the terms.

The student of cultism, then, must be prepared to scale the language barrier of terminology. First, he must
recognise that it does exist, and second, he must acknowledge the very real fact that unless terms are defined when
oneis either speaking or reading cult theology, the semantic jungle that the cults have created will envelop him,
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making difficult, if not impossible, a proper contrast between the teachings of the cults and those of orthodox
Christianity.

On countless occasions, the author has been asked, "Why isit that when | am talking with a cultist he seemsto be
in full agreement with what | am saying, but when we have finished talking, | am aware of a definite lack of
communication, almost as though we were not talking the same language?’

The answer to this question is, of course, that we have not been communicating, because the vocabulary of the cults
Is not, by definition, the vocabulary of the Bible. Only the Lord knows how many fruitless hours have been spent
attempting to confront cultists with the claim of the gospel, when five short minutes of insistence upon definitions
of the terms employed in conversation (particularly concerning the nature of God and the person, nature, and work
of Jesus Christ) would have stripped the cult theology of one of its most potent tools, that of theological term-
switching. Through the manipulation of terminology, it istherefore obvious that the cultist has the Christian at a
distinct disadvantage, particularly in the realm of the great fundamental doctrines of biblical theology. The question
IS, then, how can the interested Christian solve that problem, if indeed it can be solved at all? In short, is there some
common denominator that one can use when faced with a cultist of any particular variety, and, if so, how does one
put this principle into practice?

The cults capitalise on the almost total inability of the average Christian to understand the subtle art of redefinition
in the realm of biblical theology. Human nature being what it is, it isonly natural that Christian ministers aswell as
laymen should desire a panaceato the irritating and, at times, frustrating problem of cult terminology.
Unfortunately, however, no such panacea exists. But lest we become discouraged with the prospect of facing the
ever-multiplying bodies of non-Christian cults unprepared for this conflict (and make no mistake, thisis spiritual
conflict), proper usage of definitions as a practical tool will rob the cultist of at least two of his advantages: surprise
and confusion.

The Riddle of Semantics

The problem of semantics has always played an important part in human affairs, for by its use or abuse, whichever
the case may be, entire churches, thrones, and governments have been erected, sustained, or overthrown. The late
George Orwell’ s stirring novel 1984, in which he points out that the redefinition of common political terms can
lead to slavery when it is allowed to pass unchallenged by alethargic populace, isaclassic illustration of the
dangers of perverted semantics. It should be of no particular surprise to any student of world history that trick
terminology is a powerful propaganda weapon. The communist dictatorship of China, which even the Russian
theorists rejected as incalculably brutal and inept, daresto call itself the People’s Republic of China. As history
testifies, the people have very little, if any, say in the actual operation of communism, and if democracy isto be
understood as the rule of the people, the Chinese communists have canonised the greatest misnomer of all timel!

Both the Chinese communists and the Russians have paid aterrible price for not defining terminology, and for
listening to the siren song of Marxism without carefully studying and analysing the atheistic collectivism through
which the music came.

We must beware of similar language twisting in our own culture, as the current controversies over "politically
correct” speech illustrate. In our conscientious concern not to offend or cause emotional turmoil, we talk about "a
woman'’s choice" instead of the wilful killing of an unborn child, "revenue enhancement” instead of new taxes, and
"fuel conservation" instead of speed limits. The careful Christian will thoughtfully and conscientiously learn the
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cult’ s unique vocabularies and properly represent that cult’s beliefsin order to carry on a meaningful and
significant dialogue with a cultist. Careful attention to actual cult beliefs not only ensures that Christian doctrine is
not confused with cultic, but also shows the cultist that the Christian has enough concern about what the cultist
believes to make an honest endeavour to understand it and represent it responsibly.

Applying this analogy to the field of cults, it is at once evident that a distinct parallel exists between the two
systems. For cultism, like communism, plays atype of hypnotic music upon a semantic harp of terminological
deception. And there are many who historically have followed these strains down the broad road to spiritual eternal
judgement. There is acommon denominator then, and it isinextricably connected with language and the precise
definition of terminology. It iswhat we might call the key to understanding cultism.

Precisely how to utilise the key that will help unlock the jargon of cult semanticsis best illustrated by the following
facts, drawn from research and practical field work with cultists of every variety.

The average non-Christian cult owes its very existence to the fact that it has utilised the terminology of
Christianity, has borrowed liberally from the Bible (almost always out of context), and sprinkled its format with
evangelical clichés and terms wherever possible or advantageous. Up to now this has been a highly successful
attempt to represent their respective systems of thought as " Christian.”

On encountering a cultist, then, always remember that you are dealing with a person who is familiar with Christian
terminology, and who has carefully redefined it to fit the system of thought he or she now embraces.

A concrete example of aredefinition of terms can be illustrated in the case of almost any of the Gnostic cult
systems that emphasise healing and hold in common a pantheistic concept of God (Christian Science, New
Thought, Unity, Christ Unity Science, Metaphysics, Religious Science, Divine Science).

In the course of numerous contacts with this type of cultist, the author has had many opportunities to see the
semantic maze in full operation, and it is awesome to behold. Such a cult adherent will begin talking at length
about God and Christ. He will speak especially about love, tolerance, forgiveness, the Sermon on the Mount, and,
as always, the out-of -context perversion of James’ "faith without worksis dead.”

It should be noted that hardly ever in their discourses will such cultists discuss the essential problem of evil, the
existence of personal sin, or the necessity of the substitutionary atonement of Christ as the sole means of salvation
from sin, through the agency of divine grace and the exercise of faith. In fact, they conscientiously avoid such
distasteful subjects like the proverbial plague and discuss them only with great reluctance. Of course there are
exceptions to this rule, but on the average it is safe to assume that reticence will characterise any exploration of
these touchy issues. Both Christian Science and Unity talk of God as Trinity; but their real concept of God isa
pantheistic abstraction (Life, Truth, and Love constitute the triune divine principles—Christian Science).

The historic doctrine of the Trinity is seldom, if ever, considered without careful redefinition. If the reader consults
the Metaphysical Bible Dictionary, published by the Unity School of Christianity, he will see the masterpiece of
redefinition for himself. For in this particular volume, Unity has redefined exhaustively many of the cardina terms
of biblical theology, much as Mary Baker Eddy did in her Glossary of Terms in the book Science and Health With
Key to the Scriptures. The reader will be positively amazed to find what has happened to biblical history, the
person of Adam, the concept of human sin, spiritual depravity, and eternal judgement. One thing, however, will
emerge very clearly from this study: Unity may use the terminology of the Bible, but by no stretch of the
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Imagination can the redefinition be equated with the thing itself.

Another confusing aspect of non-Christian cultists’ approach to semantics is the manner in which they will surprise
the Christian with voluminous guotations from no less authority than the Bible, and give the appearance of

agreeing with nearly every statement the Christian makes in attempting to evangelise the cultist. Such stock phrases
as "We believe that way too; we agree on this point" or the more familiar, "[Mrs. Eddy, Mr. or Mrs. Fillmore, Mr.
Evans, Dr. Buchman, Joseph Smith, or Brigham Y oung] says exactly the same thing; we are completely in
agreement.” All such tactics based upon the juggling of terms usually have the effect of frustrating the average
Christian, for he is unable to put hisfinger on what he knows is error, and is repeatedly tantalised by seeming
agreement which, as he knows, does not exist. He is therefore often forced into silence because he is unaware of
what the cultist is actually doing. Often, even though he may be aware of thisin alimited sense, he hesitates to
plunge into a discussion for fear of ridicule because of an inadequate background or alack of biblical information.

The solution to this perplexing problem is far from simple. The Christian must realise that for every biblical or
doctrinal term he mentions, a redefinition light flashes on in the mind of the cultist, and alightning-fast redefinition
Is accomplished. Realising that the cultist will apparently agree with the doctrine under discussion while firmly
disagreeing in reality with the historical and biblical concept, the Christian is on hisway to dealing effectively with
cult terminology. This amazing operation of terminological redefinition works very much like aword association
test in psychology.

It issimple for a cultist to spiritualise and redefine the clear meaning of biblical texts and teachings so asto bein
apparent harmony with the historic Christian faith. However, such aharmony is at best a surface agreement, based
upon double meanings of words that cannot stand the test of biblical context, grammar, or sound exegesis.
Language s, to be sure, acomplex subject; all are agreed on this. But one thing is beyond dispute, and that is that
In context words mean just what they say. Either we admit this or we must be prepared to surrender al the
accomplishments of grammar and scholastic progress and return to writing on cave walls with charcoa sticksin the
tradition of our aleged stone-age ancestors. To illustrate this point more sharply, the experience of everyday life
points out the absurdity of terminological redefinitionsin every way of life.

An attorney who is retained by his client must know the laws that govern trial procedure, cross-examination, and
evidence. But above al else he must believe in the innocence of hisclient. A client who tells his attorney that heis
guilty of a misdemeanour but not afelony is using the vocabulary of law. But if his attorney finds out that his client
has perverted that vocabulary so that the terms are interchangeable, he will either refuse to defend him or will
clarify the terminology before the court, because by definition a misdemeanour is a misdemeanour and afelony isa
felony. A man who says he stole only ninety dollars (petty theft), but who really means that it was ninety dollars
more or less, and in reality knows that it was in excess of five hundred dollars (grand theft), is playing a game that
the law will not tolerate. He will most certainly be punished for such perversions of standard legal terms. In the
realm of medicine, a doctor who announces that he will perform an open-heart operation, then proceeds in the
presence of his colleagues to remove the gall bladder, and then attempts to defend his action by the claim that open-
heart surgery actually means removal of the gall bladder in his vocabulary, could not practice medicine for long!
Open-heart surgery is delicate repair of the heart muscle. Removal of the gall bladder is, by definition, surgery of
another type. In law and in medicine, therefore, terms are what they are by definition. On the business and
professional level this also holds true. But to the cultists words do not always mean what they have always meant
by definition in specific context. And just as the American Bar Association will not tolerate confusion of
terminology in the trial of cases, and as the American Medical Association will not tolerate redefinition of
terminology in diagnostic and surgical medicine, so also the church of Jesus Christ has every right not to tolerate
the gross perversions and redefinitions of historical, biblical terminology simply to accommodate a culture and a
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society that cannot tolerate an absolute standard or criterion of truth, evenif it be revealed by God in His Word and
through the true witness of His Spirit.

The major cult systems, then, change the definition of historical terms without a quibble. They answer the
objections of Christian theologians with the meaningless phrase, "Y ou interpret it your way and I'll interpret it
mine. Let’s be broad-minded. After all, one interpretation is as good as another."

A quick survey of how cults redefine Christian terminology illustrates this important observation.

CULT TERM CULT DEFINATION CHRISTIAN DEFINATION

Mormonism Many gods One God

Jehovalt' s Witnesses Jesus Christ Not god, created by Jehovah (God the Son, Creator of all

i : Sin [llusion, error, not real Disobedience to God
Christian Science
Salvation Becoming One with the Reconciliation with God by means of
New Age Universe/God Christ’ s atonement

Isit any wonder, then, that orthodox Christians feel called upon to openly denounce such perversions of clearly
defined and historically accepted biblical terminology, and claim that the cults have no rights—scholastically,
biblically, or linguistically—to redefine biblical terms as they do?

We ought never to forget for one moment that things are what they are by definition. Any geometric figure whose
circumferenceis 2pr is by definition circular. Any two figures whose congruency can be determined by the
application of angle-side-angle, side-angle-side, or side-side-side is, by definition, atriangle. To expand this, we
might point out that any formulathat expresses hydrogen to be in two parts and oxygen to be in one is water, and
hydrogen to be in two parts, sulphur in one part, and oxygen in four partsis sulphuric acid. H,O can never be

H,SO,. Nor can the Atonement become atonement as the theology of the Gnostic cults (Christian Science, Unity,
New Thought) explainsit. It simply cannot be, if language means anything.

To spiritualise texts and doctrines or attempt to explain them away on the basis of the nebul ous word
"interpretation” is scholastic dishonesty, and it is not uncommonly found in leading cult literature. Cultists are
destined to find out that the power of Christianity is not in itsterminology but in the relationship of the individual
to the historical Christ of revelation. The divine-human encounter must take place. One must become a new
creation in Christ Jesus, and the emptying of Christian terminology of al its historical meanings serves only the
purpose of confusion and can never vitiate the force of the gospel, which is the person of the Saviour performing
the historical function of redeeming the sinner by grace.

The Christ of Scriptureis an eternal, divine personality who cannot be dismissed by aflip of the cultist’s
redefinition switch, regardless of how deftly it is done. The average Christian will do well to remember the basic
conflict of terminology that he is certain to encounter when dealing with cultists of practically every variety.
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Summary

Whenever a Christian encounters a cultist, certain primary thoughts must be paramount in his mind: (1) He must
strive to direct the conversation to the problem of terminology and manoeuvre the cult adherent into a position
where he must define his usage of terms and his authority, if any, for drastic, unbiblical redefinitions, which are
certain to emerge; (2) the Christian must then compare these "definitions" with the various contexts of the verses
upon which the cultist draws support of his doctrinal interpretations; (3) he must define the words "interpretation,”
"historic orthodoxy," and standard doctrinal phrases such as "the new birth," "the Atonement," "context,"
"exegesis," "eterna judgement,” etc., so that no misunderstanding will exist when these things come under
discussion, as they inevitably will; (4) the Christian must attempt to lead the cultist to areview of the importance of
properly defining terms for all important doctrines involved, particularly the doctrine of personal redemption from
sin, which most cult systems define in a markedly unbiblical manner; (5) it is the responsibility of the Christian to
present a clear testimony of his own regenerative experience with Jesus Christ in terminology which has been
carefully clarified regarding the necessity of such regeneration on the part of the cultist in the light of the certain
reality of God’ s inevitable justice. It may be necessary also, in the course of discussing terminology and its
dishonest recasting by cult systems, to resort to occasional polemic utterances. In such cases, the Christian should
be certain that they are tempered with patience and love, so that the cultist appreciates that such tactics are
motivated by one’'s personal concern for his eternal welfare and not simply to "win the argument.”

Let it never be forgotten that cultists are experts at lifting texts out of their respective contexts without proper
concern for the laws of language or the established principles of biblical interpretation. There are those of whom
Peter warns us, who "wrest [the Scriptures] unto their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16). Thisis an accurate picture of
the kingdom of the cults in the realm of terminology.

Looking back over the picture of cult semantics, the following facts emerge.

1. The average cultist knows his own terminology very thoroughly. He also has a historic knowledge of
Christian usage and is therefore prepared to discuss many areas of Christian theology intelligently.

2. Thewell-trained cultist will carefully avoid definition of terms concerning cardinal doctrines such asthe
Trinity, the deity of Christ, the Atonement, the bodily resurrection of our Lord, the process of salvation by
grace and justification by faith. If pressed in these areas, he will redefine the termsto fit the semantic
framework of orthodoxy unless he is forced to define histerms explicitly.

3. Theinformed Christian must seek for a point of departure, preferably the authority of the Scriptures, which
can become a powerful and useful tool in the hands of the Christian, if properly exercised.

4. The concerned Christian worker must familiarise himself to some extent with the terminology of the major
cult systemsif heisto enjoy any measure of success in understanding the cultist’s mind when bearing a
witness for Christ.

We have stressed heavily the issue of terminology and a proper definition of terms throughout this entire chapter. It
will not have been wasted effort if the reader has come to realise its importance and will be guided accordingly
when approaching the language barrier, which is an extremely formidable obstacle both to evangelising cultists and
to giving a systematic and effective defence of the Christian faith against their perversion

This chapter updated and edited by Gretchen Passantino.
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1. November 1963, 33.
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CHAPTER 3
The Psychological Structure of Cultism

It is extremely difficult, when approaching the study of the field of non-Christian cults, to appraise
accurately such groups without some knowledge of the psychological factorsinvolved in both their
formation and growth.

Each cult has what might be called its own "belief system,” which follows a distinct pattern and, allowing
for obvious differences of personality that exist in any group, can be analysed and understood in relation
to its particular theological structure. Since until recently very little, if anything, has been written on this
subject relative to the cults, considerable research was necessary in order to bring this matter under
discussion. That it must be discussed and understood as an integral part of the whole complex of the
development of American cult systems, no thorough student will deny.

Over the past three decades many professional and lay observers have studied the psychological
dynamics of religious conversion and membership. Some of the studies have been extremely thoughtful,
scientifically controlled, and useful. Others, unfortunately, have been little more than the promotion of
personal biases and preconceptions spruced up with some semiscientific psychological jargon. The initial
surge of interest during the decade between 19751985 in the psychology of cult involvement coincided
with the rise in popularity of therapy, the new emphasis on "victimisation" as a precursor to emotional
problems, and the increasingly common assumption that religious faith was an emotional state more or
less divorced from external, objective reality. As psychotherapy became more and more generally
popular, many Christians came to believe that psychology was generally trustworthy and helpful rather
than being a secular alternative to spiritual discipleship. These and other factors produced a climate ripe
for diagnosing cultic recruitment, conversion, and membership as psychopathological phenomena. While
Christians should not reject every psychological discovery or position as wrong, each psychological
assumption should be evaluated carefully against the standard of God's Word, the Bible. Psychology can
be helpful in observing, understanding, and describing human behaviour to alimited extent. These two
principles are foundational to the discussion in this chapter.

In the course of working with cultists it has been the observation of thiswriter that each cultist, though
different as an individual, does share certain psychological traitsin common with his fellow members,
and a careful study of these similarities has revealed some interesting trends.

It is not possible in one chapter to cover all of the cult systems, so we have limited our observations to
Jehovah’' s Witnesses, Mormons, and Christian Scientists. The Jehovah's Witnesses represent those cult
systems that put strong emphasis upon eschatology and prophecy; the Mormons those that emphasise
priestly authority, secret rituals, and symbols; and Christian Science, the Gnostic cults, which ground
their experience in metaphysical pantheism and physical healing (a fact which contains within itself
enough material to merit an entire book on the problem of psychosomatic medicine and healing).

Dr. Milton Rokeach, in hisilluminating book The Open and Closed Mind, notes that there are three
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regions or levels that psychologists generally recognise in any belief or disbelief system. The first or
central region is that which encompasses the individual’ s basic primitive outlook on the world in which
he lives and asks such questions as, "Is the world a threatening place or is it an accepting place?'

The second or intermediate region is the area of authority. In other words, whose authority is a person
willing to accept in matters pertaining to the functions of life?

Finally, there is the peripheral region, which penetrates into the details of the structure of living. The
details may vary or change according to the specific content which the authority, once accepted, may
invoke.

Thereisno doubt in my mind that the belief systems of the cults share much in common, and that some
of these common factors are worth noting.

First and foremost, the belief systems of the cults are characterised by closed-mindedness. They are not
interested in arational cognitive evaluation of the facts. The organisational structure interprets the facts
to the cultist, generally invoking the Bible and/or its respective founder as the ultimate source of its
pronouncements. Such belief systems are in isolation; they never shift to logical consistency. They exist
in what we might describe as separate compartments in the cultist’s mind and are almost incapabl e of
penetration or disruption if the individual cultist is completely committed to the authority pattern of his
organisation.

Although many people are closed-minded about their religious faith, including many Christians, cultists
are usually closed-minded not only because of their own determinations, but also because the cults
amost invariably teach their followers not to question, not to interact with outsiders (especially ones
critical of the cult’ s beliefs), and to depend on the cult authority structure to tell them what to believe
without any personal reflection at al. So, for example, the Jehovah’s Witnesses are told, "If we do not
see apoint at first, we should keep trying to grasp it, rather than opposing it and regjecting it and
presumptuously taking the position that we are more likely to be right than the discreet lave
[Watchtower Society]. We should meekly go along with the Lord’ s theocratic organisation and wait for
further clarification” (The Watchtower, February 1, 1952, 79-80). Jehovah’'s Witnesses and many other
cults severely reprimand any members who question or think for themselves, and some cults even expel
members who begin to think independently.

Secondly, cultic belief systems are characterised by genuine antagonism on a personal level since the
cultist almost always identifies his dislike of the Christian message with the messenger who holds such
opposing beliefs.

The identification of opposing beliefs with the individual in the framework of antagonism leads the
cultist ailmost alwaysto reject the individual as well as the belief, a problem closely linked with closed-
mindedness and one that is extremely difficult to deal with in general dialogue with cultists.
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Theoretically speaking, if one could drive awedge between the individual or the personality of the
individual (toward whom the cultist is antagonistic) and the theology (which isthe real source of the
antagonism) it would be possible to deal with the individual cultist by becoming in hisor her eyesa
neutral objective source of data. The Christian would then become a person who maintains a system of
theology opposed to theirs but not necessarily involved on alevel of personal antagonism toward the
cultist. Experience has shown me that when thisis accomplished it isthe first step in a systematic
undercutting of one of the basic problems al cultists face in interpersonal contact—the problem of
hostility toward those who reject their interpretations.

Such a procedure can go along way toward allaying hostility, for once a cultist, who has been thoroughly
"brainwashed" psychologically by his own authority system (The Watchtower Society, Mrs. Eddy’s
books, the writings of Joseph Smith and Brigham Y oung), is confronted by a Christian whom he can
learn to accept on a personal basis apart from differences of theological opinion, the possibility of
communication improves markedly.

In effect, the cultist is faced with a dilemma: "How can this person (the Christian) be such an acceptable
personality yet not share my (the cultist’s) theology?"

The cultist, then, quite often begins to wonder how it is possible for the Christian to accept him asa
person and yet not accept his beliefs. This can be the beginning of rapport in the realm of personal
evangelism.

Since amost al systems of authority in cult organisations indoctrinate their disciplesto believe that
anyone who opposes their beliefs cannot be motivated by anything other than satanic force or blind
prejudice and ignorance, a cultist’s encounter with Christians who do not fit this pattern can produce
startling results. A discerning Christian who gives every indication of being unprejudiced, reasonably
learned, and possessed of a genuine love for the welfare of the cultist himself (which is easily detectable
in the Christian’s concern for his soul and spiritual well-being generally) can have a devastating effect
upon the conditioning apparatus of any cult system.

Above all else, Christians must learn that most cults consider that they have freed their adherents from
religious exploitation, which they almost always accuse historic Christianity of practising. In this
connection it becomes a vital necessity to demonstrate genuine interest in the cultist as a person for the
sake of himself and his personal redemption, rather than as a possible statistic for any given
denomination.

The prime task of Christians who would be effective witnesses for Christ in the midst of the kingdom of
the cultsis that they be free from all appearance of guile and ulterior motivation, remembering that our
main task is to communicate to those who are by their very adherence to cultic systems of belief in
virtual isolation from the Christian message.

Thisisolationism, which can be extreme, must be considered in preparing one’ s presentation of the
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gospel to acultist. It isavery real mental and emotional chain that has a stronghold on the cultist’s
ability to discern truth from error, light from darkness. If the tragedy of Jonestown on November 18,
1978, when over 900 cult followers of "Rev." Jim Jones committed forced suicide, has taught us
anything, it is the despair and isolationism of cultists. The following quote from People' s
Temple—People’ s Tomb (Phil Kerns with Doug Wead [Plainfield, N.J.: Logos International, 1979], 205)
illustrates this graphically:

A sealed note found on the cult commander’s
body, apparently written by afollower just prior
to theritual suicide, gave additional credence to
thistheory. "Dad," the note said, "I see no way
out. | agree with your decision—I fear only that
without you the world may not make it to
communism. For my part | am more than tired
of thiswretched, merciless planet and the hell it
holds for so many masses of beautiful
people—thank you for the ONLY lifel’ve
known."

More recently, in 1993, the tragic conflagration at the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas,
reinforced this sense of utter isolation. Many secular journalists and even law enforcement personnel
could not believe that David Koresh’ s followers would remain faithful to him no matter what. Even the
FBI experts who were trained and experienced in hostage situations failed to fully comprehend this
mental commitment on the part of the followers. After it became clear that the Branch Davidians would
not leave the compound even as it was burning to the ground, and that mothers were willingly sacrificing
their own children, outsiders were incredulous. How could a mother refuse to deliver her helpless child
out of the fire and into the protective arms of the FBI? What the outsiders failed to understand was that to
the Branch Davidians the cleansing fire of God and eternal life after death was preferable to handing
their children over to Satan. They were completely convinced that surrender to the FBI was surrender to
Satan. Seen from this fervently held but tragically wrong position, the Branch Davidians' actions make
sense, albeit a macabre and futile sense.

While this volume deals primarily with traditional American cults and therefore will not treat Jim Jones’
People' s Temple cult in a separate chapter, it does examine the Branch Davidians within the context of
the chapter called, "The Apocalyptic Cults." It isimportant for us to remember that the cultic
psychological patterns evidenced in manic proportions at Jonestown and in Waco are present to some
degree in each and every cult.

Thirdly, almost without exception, all cultic belief systems manifest atype of institutional dogmatism
and a pronounced intolerance for any position but their own. This no doubt stems from the fact that in the
case of non-Christian cult systems that wish to be identified with Christianity the ground for their clams
Is almost always supernatural.
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We do not wish to imply that there is no such thing as an authoritative dogmatism that is valid and true
(such as the teachings of Jesus Christ), but rather that cult systems tend to invest with the authority of the
supernatural whatever pronouncements are deemed necessary to condition and control the minds of their
followers.

Thusit is that when Joseph Smith Jr., the Mormon prophet, and his successor, Brigham Y oung, wished to
implement doctrines or changes of practice in the Mormon Church, they prefaced their remarks with
proclamations that God had revealed to them the necessity of such doctrines or practices among the
"saints."

An example of thiswas Charles Taze Russell’ s bold claim that his writings were indispensable to the
study of the Bible for Jehovah’s Witnesses, and that to study the Bible apart from his inspired comments
was to go into spiritual darkness. Russell also taught that concentration upon his writings even at the
expense of studying the Bible would most certainly lead one into deeper spiritual illumination within two
years.

Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, also conformed to this pattern by requiring her
followers to regard her book Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures as a divine revelation, and
her religion as a"higher, clearer, and more permanent revel ation than before." 1 Mrs. Eddy did not
hesitate to state that she would blush to write of Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures as she did
if she were its author apart from God. 2

The history of cultism generally begins with an authoritarian pronouncement on the part of the founder or
founders. Thisin turn isingtitutionalised during their lifetime or after their death into a dogmatic system
which requires absolute faith in the supernatural authority of those who received the initial revelation and
whose writings and pronouncements are alleged to have transmitted it.

Some interesting studies of institutional dogmatism can be found in such books as George Orwell’ s 1984,
Eric Hoffer’s The True Believer, and Crossman’s volume The God That Failed.

The problem of intolerance is closely linked to institutional dogmatism or authoritarianism, and those
systems that embody this line of reasoning are resistant to change and penetration since the cults thrive
on conformity, ambiguity, and extremeness of belief.

The fourth and final point in any analysis of the belief system of cultsisthe factor of isolation.

Within the structure of non-Christian cult systems, one can observe the peaceful coexistence of beliefs
that are beyond a shadow of a doubt logically contradictory and which, in terms of psychological
analysis, would come under the heading "compartmentalisation.” In 1984, George Orwell describes this
as "double think." Rokeach commenting on thisillustrates the point admirably:
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In everyday life we note many examples of
"double think"; expressing an abhorrence of
violence and at the same time believing it is
justifiable under certain conditions; affirming a
faith in the common man and at the same time
believing that the masses are stupid; being for
democracy but also advocating a government
run by an intellectual elite; believing in freedom
for al but also believing that certain groups
should be restricted; believing that science
makes no value judgements, but also knowing a
good theory from a bad theory and a good
experiment from a bad experiment. Such
expressions of clearly contradictory beliefs will
be taken as one indication of isolation in the
belief system. ... A final indicator of isolation is
the outright denia of contradiction.
Contradictory facts can be denied in several
ways. on grounds of face absurdity ("it is absurd
on the face of it"), "chance," "the exception that
provestherule," and "the true facts are not
accessible, and the only available sources of
information are biased."3

Relating thisto the belief system of cults, | do not believe it could be stated with greater clarity. Dr.
Rokeach has hit the proverbial nail squarely on the head. Jehovah’'s Witnesses are well aware of the fact
that the Watchtower organisation under the leadership of Judge Rutherford maintained that Abraham,
|saac, and Jacob would return to earth before the close of the 1920s, and even bought a home for the
patriarchs to dwell in (San Diego, California, Beth Sarim, "the house of princes"). At the same time
Jehovah’s Witnesses are fully aware of the fact that the patriarchs did not materialise on schedule, yet
they cling tenaciously to the same principles of prophetic interpretation that conceived and brought forth
the now defunct interpretations of previous Watchtower |eaders. How tenaciously they do cling is
evident from their latest fiasco, a prediction that the Battle of Armageddon would occur in 1975. It
obviously hasn’t occurred yet, but faithful Jehovah’s Witnesses are still pounding on the doors of
America, telling of the "light" they receive through Jehovah’ s organisation.

In fact, the Watchtower lost a significant percentage of its members with the failure of the 1975 date and
have refrained from setting a specific date since. However, they have maintained for decades that the
generation alive in the second decade of the twentieth century would still have some membersliving
when the Battle of Armageddon took place. Asthe members of that generation have become fewer and
fewer, Jehovah's Witnesses once again began to expect the end at any moment. Finally, in an enormous
concession to their lack of prophetic credibility, the Watchtower Society recently changed this teaching
aswell, even changing the long-standing masthead of one of their premier magazines, which now
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announces that the end is "soon."

Well-informed Mormon historians and theologians are equally aware that the first edition of The Book of
Mormon and the present edition of The Book of Mormon are quite different in 3,913 separate instances
(over 25,000 including punctuation changes), the first edition having been revised and corrected by
Joseph Smith and his successors over the last one hundred and fifty years. Y et both the errors and the
revisions of The Book of Mormon are heralded as divine revelation by Mormons. Thisis another example
of the peaceful coexistence of logical contradiction within the belief system of Mormonism which
permits the isolation or compartmentalisation of conflicting evidence or concepts.

Still another example of contradiction is the fact that the Christian Science Church has known for many
years that though Mary Baker Eddy spoke vigorously against doctors and drugs as well as vigorously
affirming the unreality of pain, suffering, and disease, she herself was frequently attended in her
declining years by doctors, received injections of morphine for the alleviation of pain, wore glasses, and
had her teeth removed when they became diseased. However, despite this, the Christian Science Church
insists upon the validity of Mrs. Eddy’ s teachings which deny the very practices Mrs. Eddy herself
exemplified. Thisis aclassic example of isolation, which might justly come under the heading of
"physician, heal thyself!"

It would be possible to point out many other instances of psychological aberration in the belief systems
of the major cults, but it is apparent that we are confronted with those whom the apostle Paul described
as victims of the master psychologist and propagandist of the ages, described by our Lord as "the prince
of thisworld" and by the apostle Paul as "the god of this age," the one who by the sheer force of his
antagonism to the truth of divine revelation in the person of Jesus Christ has psychologically "blinded the
minds' of those who believe not the gospel, "lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who isthe
image of God, should shine unto them" ( ).

This, of course, is not only a psychological blindness but a spiritual blindness brought about by the
isolation of man from God through the rebellion of human nature and the repeated violation of divine
law. These are factors that cannot be ignored, for they are a direct reflection of the forces that from "high
places' dominate the world in which welive ( ).

The Psychological Conditioning Process

To conclude our observations in this once seldom considered area of cultic analysis, let us consider
examples of how the cult systems of Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormonism, and Christian Science condition
their adherents to respond to the "outside world" of unbelievers.

In the case of Jehovah’'s Witnesses, the literature of the Watchtower is replete with examples of a
psychological conditioning that elicits a definite pattern of religious reflexesin response to stimuli. As
Pavlov’s dog salivated at the sound of a bell that represented food, so atrue Jehovah's Witness will
spiritually and emotionally salivate whenever the Watchtower rings the conditioning bell of Russellite
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theology. The example that | believe best demonstrates thisis taken in context from Watchtower
publications and speaks for itself.

The extensive quotes following this paragraph give the historical foundation for the teaching that the
Jehovah’ s Witnesses continue to proclaim consistently today: All religious bodies except theirs are
corrupt and of the devil. While the historical quotes are much more flowery and pretentious sounding
than statements in Watchtower literature today, they express the same sentiment. For example, in arecent
publication (Mankind’ s Search for God, 1990), the Watchtower surveys church history and first
dismisses Roman Catholicism, then Eastern orthodoxy, and even the Reformation, commenting, "Nearly
all the Protestant churches subscribe to the same creeds—the Nicene, Athanasian, and Apostles
creeds—and these profess some of the very doctrines that Catholicism has been teaching for centuries,
such as the Trinity, the immortal soul, and hellfire. Such unscriptural teachings gave the people a
distorted picture of God and His purpose. Rather than aid them in their search for the true God, the
numerous sects and denominations that came into existence as a result of the free spirit of the Protestant
Reformation have only steered people in many diverse directions” (p. 328). In fact, the book concludes,
any religious body other than the Watchtower Society and its followersis the "great whore of Babylon™
condemned by the apostle John and to be destroyed by the coming judgement of God (pp. 370-371).
Listen to the venom historically spouted by the Watchtower:

In Christendom, as surprising asit may seem to
some, the false religious teachings create
traditions, and commands of men are both
directly and indirectly responsible for the
physical and spiritual miseries of the poor,
notwithstanding Christendom’ s showy display
of charity. 4

... Christendom’ s pretended interest in the poor
IS sheer hypocrisy ... her priests have done
violence to my law and have profaned my holy
things ... her princesin the midst thereof are
like wolves ravening the prey to shed blood and
to destroy souls that they may get dishonest
gain ... and her prophets have daubed them
with untempered mortar, seeing false visionsin
divining lies unto them, saying thus says
Jehovah when Jehovah hath not spoken ... the
people of the land have used oppression and
exercised robbery, yeathey have vexed the poor
and needy and have oppressed the sojourners
wrongfully ... oh, wicked Christendom, why
have you forsaken God' s clean worship? Why
have you joined forces and become part of
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Satan’ s wicked organisation that oppresses the
people? Why have you failed to show concern
for the poor as Jehovah commands?2

The little charitable help the poor get from
Christendom is like the crumbs that beggar
Lazarus picked up from the rich man’stable
while the dog licked his ulcerous sores. Neither
the crumbs nor the licking remedied the
beggarly condition. Only Jehovah can effect a
rescue. How comforting then for the dejected,
down-trodden people of the earth to learn that
there is One higher than the highest of
Christendom’s moguls ... yes, Jehovah the
Almighty hears the cries of the half-dead ones,
and in hearing He answers their prayers and
sends His good Samaritans to the rescue, even

the witnesses who are despised by Christendom.
6

Haters of God and His people are to be hated,
but this does not mean that we will take any
opportunity of bringing physical hurt to them in
the spirit of malice or spite, for both malice and
spite belong to the devil, whereas, pure hatred
does not.

We must hate in the truest sense, which isto
regard with extreme and active aversion, to
consider as |loathsome, odious, filthy, to detest.
Surely any haters of God are not fit to live on
His beautiful earth. The earth will berid of the
wicked, and we shall not need to lift afinger to
cause physical harm to come to them, for God
will attend to that, but we must have a proper
perspective of these enemies. His name signifies
recompense to the enemies.

Jehovah' s enemies are recognised by their
intense dislike for His people and the work
these are doing. For they would break it down
and have all of Jehovah’'s Witnesses sentenced
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tojail or concentration campsif they could. Not
because they have anything against the
Witnesses personally, but on account of their
work. They publish blasphemous lies and
reproach the holy name Jehovah. Do we not
hate those who hate God? We cannot love those
hateful enemies, for they arefit only for
destruction. We utter the prayer of the Psamist,
"How long, oh God, shall the adversary
reproach, shall the enemy blaspheme thy name
forever? Why drawest thou back thy hand, even
thy right hand? Pluck it out of thy bosom and
consume them" (Psalm 74:10-11).

We pray with intensity and cry out this prayer
for Jehovah to delay no longer and plead that
His anger be made manifest; oh Jehovah, God
of hosts ... be not merciful to any wicked
transgressors. ... consume them in wrath,
consume them so that they shall be no more
(Psalm 59:4-6, 11-13). These are the true
sentiments, desires, and prayers of the righteous
onestoday. Arethey yours ... how we despise
the workers of iniquity and those who would
tear down God' s organisation! ... "Oh, Jehovah.
L et them be put to shame and dismayed forever,
yea, let them be confounded and perish that they
may know that Thou alone whose nameis
Jehovah art the most high over all the earth”
(Psalm 83:9-18).

The near neighbours of Judah ... have been the
opposers of the Israelites right from the time
when refusal was given by them to supply
provisionsto Israel asthey journeyed to the
promised land. Moab hired Baalam to curse
Isragl ... they had much contempt for Jehovah's
people and prided themselves in their own lofty
city, her counterpart today being that rich, lofty
city, the mighty religious organisation standing
for the whole of Satan’s organisation. The
modern-day Moabites are the professing
Christians whose words and actions are as far
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removed from Christianity and true worship of
Jehovah as Moab was removed from true
worship in the covenant of Jehovah. Jehovah
had warned Moab of His proposed punishment
for her iniquity and opposition.

The modern-day M oabites have opposed
Jehovah’s Witnesses with a hatred not born of
righteousness but from the devil and against all
righteousness. Their hatred for God’ s true
people increases as they see upon us the very
plain evidence of Jehovah’'sfavour in the
obvious disfavour they themselves are in. They
put forth every effort to prevent the people of
goodwill from entering the new world. They are
richer than Jehovah’'s Witnesses in material
things and with it they have much pride and
arrogance.

The modern-day Moabites will be brought low,
for Jehovah has completely finished with them.
Hear just a part of the punishment:

"For in this mountain will the hand of Jehovah
rest and Moab shall be trodden down in his
place, even as straw is trodden down in the
water of the dung hill. He shall spread forth his
hands in the midst thereof as he that swimmeth
spreadeth forth his hands to win, but Jehovah
will lay low his pride together with the craft of
his hands."

It is a sure thing that one cannot have much
pride left when oneis being pressed down into a
manure pile, showing the utter contempt
Jehovah has for modern-day Moab, keeping her
wallowing in the mire of shame.

"For thou has made of acity a heap, of a
fortified city aruin, apalace of strangersto be
no city; it shall never be built."
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He hath put down them that dwell on high; the
lofty city, helayeth it low, he layeth it low even
to the ground, he bringeth it even to the dust.
The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the
poor and the steps of the needy.

When this happens, what a tremendous change
will take place; the tables will be turned!
Brought down will be the lofty from dwelling
on high as the great, high influential ones of this
world to the lowest possible place imaginable,
so low and degraded they can only be compared
to being trampled under foot by the poor, like
straw in a manure heap. Christendom'’ s lofty
looks, boastful words, bragging tongue are her
superior attitude toward the holy Word of God,
her trust in idols, men and riches, such as
belong to thisworld will not provide her with
security or any safety from Jehovah’s storm and
blast. They have no defence nor disgrace.

Christendom’ s defences are of no value, but
Jehovah' s Witnesses have a strong city and this
Is something to sing about. There are millions
who want a safe place and are in need of
security; let them know we have a strong city!
"Thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy
gates Praise” (Isaiah 60:18). Only God's
kingdom offers such protection and salvation,
for inside the city one is safe. Those desiring
salvation must make for God’ s organisation,
and find entrance into it and remain there
permanently.

God has been grossly misrepresented by the
clergy. If this statement is true, then that alone
Is proof conclusive that the clergy do not, in
fact, represent God and Christ but do represent
God' s enemy, the devil. ... If the Bible plainly
proves that the doctrines they teach are wrong
and their course of action iswrong, then the
most that can be said in extenuation of their
wrongful teachings and their wrongful course of
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action is that they have been misled by the evil
and seductive influence of Satan, the enemy of
God. If the doctrines taught and the course
taken by the clergy differ from that whichis
declared in the Word of God, then the clergy are
in no wise safe guides for the people and should
no longer be followed by the people. £

These doctrines originated with the devil. They
have long been taught by his representatives. ...
The clergy have been his instruments freely
used to instil these false doctrinesinto the
minds of men. Whether the clergy have
willingly done so or not does not ater the fact.
If they have now learned that they are wrong
they should be eager to get that false thought
out of the minds of the people. They do not take

such acourse. 8

The clergy have at all times posed as the
representatives of God on earth. Satan
overreached the minds of these clergymen and
Injected into their minds doctrines, which
doctrines the clergy have taught the people
concerning Jesus and His sacrifice. These
doctrines have brought great confusion. The
apostles taught the truth, but it was not long
after their death until the devil found some
clergyman wise in his own conceit who thought

he could teach more than the inspired apostles. 2

[The clergy] are willingly or unwillingly the
instruments in the hands of the god of this
world, Satan, the devil, who has used them to
blind the minds of the people, to prevent the
people from understanding God’ s great plan of
salvation and reconciliation. 10

According to the Watchtower, then, the clergy of Christendom are obviously the villains and are the
object of "pure hatred." Just how pure hatred differs from good ol d-fashioned hatred the Watchtower
never gets around to explaining, but it is clear that Christendom (all historic denominations and churches)
led by the allegedly corrupt clergy has foisted the "satanically conceived" Trinity doctrine and the
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doctrines of hell and eternal punishment upon the unsuspecting masses of mankind. Clergymen are
therefore always suspect and their theology isto be regarded as untrustworthy and inspired by Satan.

Isit any wonder that the usually calm and detached Stanley High, writing in the Reader’ s Digest of June
1940, could state,

Jehovah’' s Witnesses hate everybody and try to
make it mutual. ... Jehovah’'s Witnesses make
hate areligion.

The doctrines of hell and eternal punishment that stimulate fear of judgement are "unreasonable" and not
in accord with the Watchtower concept of the character of God; therefore, it and the doctrine of the
Trinity are satanic in origin and all must be rejected and hated as fal se.

What the Watchtower does in essence is attach polemic significance to certain common theological terms
(Holy Trinity, deity of Christ, hell, eternal punishment, Christendom, immortal soul, etc.). Thus, every
time these terms are mentioned by anyone, the reflex action on the part of the Jehovah’s Witnessesis
Instantaneous and hostile.

If we couple this with the Watchtower’ s heavy emphasis upon the fulfilment of prophecy and a distorted
eschatology, the sense of urgency they radiate about Armageddon (which they believe will solve all these
problems by annihilating the clergy and all organised religion) begins to make sense and the reason for
their actions becomes clear.

When dealing with the average Jehovah' s Witness, this entire pattern of preconditioning must be
understood so that the Christian can avoid, where possible, direct usage of terms that will almost
certainly evoke atheologically conditioned reflex and sever the lines of communication.

Another important point where Jehovah’s Witnesses are concerned is the fact that an intricate part of

their belief system isthe conviction that Christians will always attack Jehovah's Witnesses on a personal
aswell asareligious level, hence the Witnesses readily assume a martyr or persecution complex the
moment any antagonism is manifested toward Russell, Rutherford, their theology, the Watchtower, or
themselves. It is apparently a comfortable, somewhat heroic feeling to believe that you are standing alone
against the massed forces of "the devil’ s organisation” (a Watchtower synonym for Christendom), and
thisillusion is made to seem all the more real when unthinking Christians unfortunately accommodate
the Witnesses by appearing overly aggressive toward the Watchtower theology or the Witnesses
personally.

In the light of Jehovah's Witnesses' insistence upon "pure hatred,” one wonders how they live with their
own New World Tranglation of , Which reads,

Y ou heard that it was said you must love your
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neighbour and hate your enemy. However, | say
to you: continue to love your enemies and pray
for those persecuting you; that you may prove
yourselves sons of your Father who isin the
heavens.

The Watchtower, then, does not hesitate to accuse the clergy and Christendom of provoking all kinds of
evil; in fact, they have not hesitated to suggest that Christendom encouraged and did nothing to prevent
the two great world wars:

"Had Christendom chosen to do so, she could easily have prevented World Wars | and 11." 11

Some of the basic motivations of the Watchtower are clearly seen in stark contrast with the teachings of
Holy Scripture and reveal that there is more than a spiritual disorder involved. Indeed there exist deep
psychological overtones, which cannot be considered healthy in any sense of the term.

Whereas Jehovah' s Witnesses are preoccupied with Armageddon, the theocracy, the end of the age, and
"pure hatred," the Mormons have quite different psychological and theological emphases.

At the very core of Mormon theology there is a tremendous emphasis upon authority asit isinvested in
the priesthood, rituals, and symbols presided over by the hierarchy of the Mormon Church. Mormons are
taught from their earliest days that the priesthood has the key to authority, and that one of the marks
which identifies the "restoration" of the true church of Jesus Christ on earth is the fact that this priesthood
exists and perpetuates that authority.

A devout Mormon will wear symbolic underclothing, which perpetually reminds him of his
responsibility and duties as a Mormon. When this is coupled with Mormonism’s tremendous emphasis
upon baptism for the remission of sins, tithing, and voluntary missionary service, it is seen to bind its
followers into atight, homogeneous circle, escape from which, apart from severe spiritual aswell as
economic penalties, isvirtually impossible.

Every Mormon is indoctrinated with the concept that hisis the true Christian religion, or to use their
terms, "the restoration of Christianity to earth." The secret rites in the Mormon temples, the rituals
connected with baptism for the dead, and the secret handshakes, signs, and symbols bind the average
Mormon and his family into what might be called in psychological termsthe "in group.” Apart from
acceptance by this group, the average Mormon can find no peace or, for that matter, community status or
prestige.

Instances of discrimination against Mormons who have experienced true Christian conversion are not
infrequent in Mormon-dominated areas where a man can lose his business very easily by incurring the
disfavour of the Mormon Church.
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The social welfare program of the Mormons is another excellent inducement to Mormons to remain
faithful, since if the "breadwinner” of the family isinjured, loses hisjob, or dies, the church undertakes
the care and support of hisfamily. So effective is thiswork that during the Great Depression of the
1930s, no Mormon family went hungry and no soup kitchens or bread lines disfigured the domain of
Mormondom.

The Mormons also conscientiously invoke the biblical principle of helping each other. They lend to each
other, work for each other, and cooperate toward the common goal of bringing "restored Christianity” to
the masses of mankind. These and other forces make Mormonism afamily-centred religion, which ties
the faith of the church to the indissoluble bonds of family unity and loyalty. This forges an incredibly
complex system of pressures and intertwining values over which is superimposed the theol ogical
structure of the Mormon Church, which stands between the average Mormon and the attainment of
"exaltation" or progression to godhood. (See chapter on Mormonism for adiscussion of this.)

With such great psychological, economic, and religious forces concentrated upon him, it is a courageous
person indeed who shakes off these varied yokes and steps into the freedom of a genuine experience with
the Son of God. But a growing number are doing just this as the Spirit of God continuesto call out the
church, which is Christ’s body.

Christian Science, unlike the two other cults we have considered, is neither interested in bestowing
godhood on its adherents (M ormonism) nor pushing the eschatological panic button of Armageddon
(Jehovah’s Witnesses).

Christian Science is an ingenious mixture of first-century Gnostic theology, eighteenth-century Hegelian
philosophy, and nineteenth-century idealism woven into a redefined framework of Christian theol ogy
with an emphasis upon the healing of the body by the highly questionable practice of denying its
objective material reality.

In Christian Science there is a complete separation between the objective world of physical redlity
(matter) and the spiritual world of supernatural existence (mind). Mrs. Eddy taught that "man as God's
ideais already saved with an everlasting salvation." 12

Hence, it is unnecessary for Christian Scientiststo think of themselves as sinnersin need of asalvation
they believe is already theirs by virtue of the fact that "man is already saved" because he is areflection of
the divine mind. However, in Christian Science there are disturbing psychological aberrations. Mrs. Eddy
demanded of her followers that they abstain from any critical contact with the nonspiritual elements of
the illusory material world. She forbade the reading of "obnoxious literature,”" lest Christian Scientists
become convinced that the physical body and its diseases, suffering, and inevitable death were real.

Thereisin Christian Science a subconscious repression, a conscious putting out of one’'s mind certain
things which are disconcerting to the entire configuration of psychological patterns of conditioning.
Christian Scientists are conditioned to believe in the non-existence of the material world even though
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thelr senses testify to its objective reality. They continually affirm that matter has no true existence, and
thus, in avery rea sense, entertain atype of religious schizophrenia. One side of their personality
testifies to the reality of the material world and its inexorable decay, while the conditioning process of
Christian Science theology hammers relentlessly to suppress this testimony and affirm that the only true
reality is spiritual or mental.

In Margaret Mitchell’ s classic novel Gone With the Wind, Scarlet O’ Hara, the heroine, when confronted
with the harsh redlities of life in the wake of the Civil War, repeatedly states, "I’ |l think about that
tomorrow," asif not thinking about it today would eliminate the reality of its claim at that moment.

When working with sensory data, Christian Scientists totally disassociate their religious convictions, for,
if they did not, they would not continue to feed, clothe, or house their bodies. But in still another sense,
they attempt to master the all-too-obvious frailties of the body by the application of areligion which
denies the material reality of that body. A psychologist of the behaviourist school in one sense does the
same thing. In the office he may talk about "conditioning" and may associate everything, including his
home, with mechanistic psychology; however, at home he still loves his wife and children, and doesn’'t
respond in that same manner. Thisis one of the chief reasons why Christian Scientists sometimes appear
to be almost immune to the conviction of personal guilt asaresult of sin. Guilt implies the threat of
judgement and a standard which is the basis of that judgement; hence the reality of the concept of sin,
which is transgression of the law of God. Christian Scientists desperately want only a"good" world, a
pleasant place full of happiness, life, love, and security. Thisthey can have only if they deny the
empirical evidence of the opposites of those concepts. In effect, they affirm the reality of "good" at the
expense of the antithesis of "good," asif by denying the existence of evil one had annihilated evil!

There can be no doubt that there is " selective perception” in the mind of the Christian Scientist, which
enables him to select those things which are of a metaphysical nature, disassociate them from the sense
perception of the physical world, and still maintain hisidealistic philosophy and Gnostic theology. This
he accomplishes by repressing or suppressing any evidence to the contrary.

By following Mrs. Eddy’ s advice and avoiding what she would call "obnoxious literature," i.e., evidence
that controverts the idealism of Christian Science philosophy, Christian Scientists avoid facing the
damaging data of physical reality. It isin effect an act of unconscious suppression, utilised in order to
escape the data. Concluding our thoughtsin this areawe might say that in the kingdom of the cults we
are actually seeing a mosaic of abnormal conditioned behaviour patterns that express themselvesin a
theological framework, utilising Christian terms perverted by redefinition and represented as "new
insight," when in truth they are only old errors with new faces. The defence mechanismson a
psychological level are apparent when one considers the background and vocabulary of the cult systems.
There exists, beyond a shadow of a doubt, an abnormal behaviour syndrome operating in the mentality of
most cultists, which causes the cultist (in the case of Christian Scientists) to build his theological system
upon a preconditioned and artificially induced criterion of evaluation, i.e., the divine mission and
inspiration of Mary Baker Eddy. In the case of other cultists, the names Joseph Smith, "Pastor” Russell,
Brigham Y oung, or any other cult authority figure could be supplied and the conditioned reflex would be
virtually the same.
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There are many more observations that could be made, but space will not permit. It ismy hope that in
observing and analysing the facets of cult behaviour patterns already discussed, the reader may obtain a
deeper insight and appreciation of the psychological structure of cultism as it continues to influence a
growing segment of professing Christendom, which isill-prepared for the subtleties and dangers of such
psychological and theological deviations.

This chapter updated and edited by Gretchen
Passantino
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CHAPTER 15
The Apocalyptic Cults

Revelation is one of the most thought-provoking books of the Bible. It is also one of the most difficult to
understand. The text is named after the Greek word apokalypsis, which appears in thebook’ s first verse:
"The Revelation (apokalypsis) of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, toshow unto his servants things
which must shortly come to pass; and He sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John."

According to W. E. Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words,1 the term simply means an
"uncovering." It is used throughout the Greek tranglation of the Old Testament (the Septuagint) and the
Greek New Testament in various ways. In Luke 2:32, apokal ypsi sdescribes the "drawing away by Christ
of the veil of darkness covering the Gentiles." In Romans 16:25, it refersto the disclosure of God’s
"mystery" of the ages, His redemptive plan for both Jew and Gentile. Ephesians 1:17 tells of the wisdom
and revelation imparted to the soul that has knowledge of God. 2

The most familiar usage of the term, however, isthe one found in Revelation, whereit relatesto the
visible manifestation of Jesus Christ at His Second Coming. (See also 1 Corinthians 1:7-8 and 1 Peter
1:7-9.) Christians everywhere at all times look forward with great anticipation to the day when Jesus will
return to earth, raise the dead, pronounce final judgement on every soul, establish a"new heaven and a
new earth" (Revelation 21), and initiate the eternal perfected state of the believer.

We know Jesus is coming again because He promised that He would return: "In my Father’s house are
many mansions. ... | go to prepare aplace for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2-3).

Scripture further reveals that Christ’s return will be glorious (Titus 2:13), marked by the bodily
resurrection of the dead in Christ as well as the physical transformation of those Christians who are alive
on the earth at that time. Every believer will be given aglorified body fit for immortality (1 Corinthians
15:52-54 and 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).

The apokalypsis will also bring about the resurrection and transformation of unbelievers. They, however,
will not receive God' s love and forgiveness. They will face Hiswrath (John 5:28-29; Ephesians 2:3;
Colossians 3:6 and Revelation 6:16). In that day, Christian and non-Christian alike will confess that Jesus
ChristisLord (Philippians 2:9-11). Final judgement will then take place. People who rejected Jesus
Christ during their lifetimes will be told to depart from God’ s presence into everlasting torment (Viaithew
7:21-23; 25:46 and Revelation 14:11). Individuals who accepted God' s free gift of eternal life through
the person and work of His Son and the grace given by the Holy Spirit will hear the words every
Christian desires to hear: "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world" (M atthew 25:34).

Obviously, Jesus Second Coming is going to be a cataclysmic event of unparalleled proportions. In fact,
Scripture indicates that His return will cause reality as we know it to disintegrate. The apostle Peter tells
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us that when Jesus comes again the heavens will pass away "with aroar” and that "the elements will be
destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare." He goes on to say that the heavens
will be destroyed by fire and the elements will melt in the heat ( , NIV). Exactly when will
all of these things take place? No one knows. Not asingle indication is given in the Bible as to the date of
the world' s end. Scripture only says that the Lord’ s Second Coming will be like athief in the night; in
other words, when it is least expected ( and ). The reason we are not
given more information about "the end" can be found in the answer Jesus gave to His disciples when they
guestioned Him about the establishment of God’ s kingdom. "It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by His own authority" ( , NIV).

Despite a complete lack of biblical timetables relating to Jesus Second Coming, predictions about the
end of the world have plagued the Christian church for nearly two thousand years. The consequences
often have been disastrous.

The Ends That Never Came

One of the earliest doomsday date-setters was a self-appointed prophet named Montanus, who lived in
the mid-second century. He assured loyal followers that the new Jerusalem ( ) and God's
kingdom would soon appear. But the new Jerusalem never came. Instead, Montanism was labelled
heretical, and by ad 398 adherents to the movement had been deprived of their right to assemble, their

clergy had been outlawed, and their books burned. 3

In the twelfth century, an Italian monk named Joachim announced that the Antichrist was alive and that
the last age of history would begin around 1260. Joachim, like Montanus, was branded a heretic and his
writings condemned. Unfortunately, his prophetic system, consisting of three stages of historical
progression, survived various forms to influence, if only indirectly, the thinking of several infamous
personalities of later history, including Adolf Hitler and Karl Marx. 4

A few hundred years after Joachim, Thomas Mnzer instigated the German peasant revolt (1524-1526)
by promising that an extermination of the rich and powerful classes would initiate the return of Christ.
Before the decisive battle, MUnzer assured followers that victory would be theirs. He was wrong. Four
thousand peasants were slaughtered, and Mnzer, although he escaped from the battlefield, was

eventually captured, tortured, and beheaded. 2

A decade later, another "prophet"—M echoir Hofmann—announced that the Second Coming would take
place in 1533. The movement began peacefully enough, but when a disciple named Jan Matthys
succeeded Hofmann, things began to change. Matthys preached the use of force to cleanse the ungodly
from the earth in preparation for Jesus’ impending return. The full destruction of the world, said Matthys,
would occur by Easter of 1534. But Easter came and went, as did Matthys and his followers, who met a
bloody end when the city they had captured was in turn besieged by an army of angry Protestants and
Catholics, many of whom had been kicked out of the town for refusing to become baptised devotees of
Matthys.
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The number of end-time prognosticators from centuries past is so high that it isimpossible to mention
them all in a chapter of this size. However, one can get an idea of just how many "prophets’ have risen to
popularity from a partial listing of the various years that were supposed to bring “the end": 500, 999,
1100, 1200, 1245, 1260, 1420, 1528, 1656, 1734, 1844, 1874. % Most disturbing is the fact that this list of
"prophets" and predictions continues to grow.

Nothing New Under the Sun

Thereisan old saying: "Those who do not learn from the past are doomed to repeat it." The accuracy of
this statement perhaps is seen best in humanity’ s ongoing obsession with the end of the world. Christian
prophecy teacher Edgar Whisenant, for example, predicted that in 1988 Jesus would return, probably
between September 11 and September 13. When the September prophecy failed, he revised the date to
October 3. When that date passed uneventfully, Whisenant maintained that Jesus' return would be"in a
few weeks." 7 He continues to revise the date at |east yearly.

In 1992, Christian radio personality Harold Camping—the founder of Family Radio and Open
Forum—began making similar predictions about the year 1994. In his best-selling book entitled 19947 he
wrote, "When September 6, 1994, arrives, no one el se can become saved, the end has come." 8 Camping
explained the meaning behind his words so no one would have any doubt as to what he was saying: "No
book ever written is as audacious or bold as one that claims to predict the timing of the end of the world,
and that is precisely what this book presumesto do." 2 After the predictions of the book failed, Camping
claimed that it was only God’ s mercy that resulted in God giving the world alittle more time to repent.

John Hinkle, pastor of Christ Church, Los Angeles, appeared on the Trinity Broadcasting Network’s
Praise the Lord program to share an incredible message that God had allegedly given to him: "On
Thursday, June 9, | [God] will rip the evil from this earth." 10 At one of his church services, Hinkle
proclaimed that on this date in 1994 people would witness "the most cataclysmic event since the
resurrection of Christ." 11 When "God's" date passed, Hinkle and his supporters maintained that the
prophecy did, indeed, come to pass, but that it did so invisibly, in the spiritual realm.

The persons deceived into believing false teachers such as these men come from a wide cross-section of
the Christian community. Sometimes, however, followers of a particular end-time preacher or "prophet"
band together to form atight-knit group that is based primarily on the prophetic scenarios and predictions
put forth by their leader. When the leader additionally incorporates heretical doctrine and enforces
allegiance to heresy by hisfollowers, an apocalyptic cult comes into being.

A flurry of activity involving such cults has occurred in recent years. The most publicised cases serve as
perfect examples of just how dangerous end-time speculations can be. They also illustrate the common
themes associated with persons gripped by "last days madness." We can learn agreat deal about this
phenomenon by examining briefly their stories.
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The Hyoo-Go M ovement

The full-page ad appearing in the October 20, 1991 issue of USA Today caused quite astir in the
religious community:

RAPTURE
OCTOBER 28, 1992
JESUSISCOMING IN THE AIR

It was only one of many warnings distributed by groups associated with the K orean-based Hyoo-go
(Korean for "rapture") movement. "One fearful sect predicted that beginning on October 28, 1992, ‘50
million people will die in earthquakes, 50 million from collapsed buildings, 1.4 billion from World War
111, and 1.4 billion from a separate Armageddon.’ " 12 The driving force behind the movement apparently
was a Korean best-seller titled Getting Close to the End (published in the late 1980s), by Lee Jang Rim,
which promoted the October 28, 1992 date. Churchesinvolved in the movement included "Rim’s Dami
Church (known in the United States as Mission for the Coming Days), Taberah World Mission, Shalom
Church, and Maranatha Mission Church, to name a few. World-wide membership fluctuated between
twenty thousand and one hundred thousand members." 13

Adherents to the movement appeal ed to a number of sourcesin addition to Rim’s teachings to support
their doomsday deadline. One brochure, produced by Taberah World Missions, borrowed a twisted time

calculation made by American prophecy pundit Jack Van Impe. 14 Divine revelations given to atwelve-

year-old boy named Bang-ik Ha also confirmed the October deadline. 12 There was no doubt in the minds
of the faithful as October 28, 1992 approached.

As"the end" drew near, social disruption mounted in South Korea. Believers "quit their jobs, sold their
homes, abandoned their families, and ran up debts in preparation for the end of the world." Several
pregnant women reportedly had abortions "so they would not be too heavy to be lifted to heaven" and at
least four followers "committed suicide before October 28." 16

In response, the South Korean government dispatched 1,500 riot police to Mission for the Coming Days,
one of Seoul’slargest Hyoo-go churches. Police agencies, fire companies, and ambulances were placed
on aert in an effort to prevent a Jonestown-style mass murder/suicide.

The date finally arrived and thousands of followers gathered in various churches around the world,
especialy in Korea, to await their departure into the heavens. But nothing happened. Fifteen minutes
after the deadline passed, Rev. Chang Man-Ho, pastor of the Mission for the Coming Days, took the

pulpit and simply said, "Nothing has happened. Sorry. Let’s go home." 17

By October 29, once-loyal followers had not overcome their anger and hurt. Many began weeping
uncontrollably. Some physically attacked the preachers who had misled them. One distraught member
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tearfully commented, "God lied to us." 18 As of November 1992, several parents till searched "for

children who were kidnapped and taken to mountain hideouts by some of the more radical rapture sects."
19

The Branch Davidians

On February 28, 1993, nearly one hundred Federal agents from the United States Treasury Department’ s
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (BATF) attempted to serve a search warrant on Mt. Carmel, a
religious community located ten miles west of Waco, Texas. Their plan was to surprise members of the
Branch Davidian cult whose self-proclaimed " Son of God" |eader, David Koresh, had for many years
prophesied that "the end" was near.

Although Koresh's prophecies did not precipitate theBATF raid, they did have something to do with the
government’ s assault: The Davidians had stockpiled a massive cache of weapons (including many illegal
ones) in preparation for Armageddon. 20 Unfortunately, BATF field commanders made a series of
blunders that turned the operation into a disaster. National newspaper headlines following the raid
described the outcome all too clearly: "AGENTS MET BY BARRAGE OF GUNFIRE"; "UNWARNED,
AGENTSRUSH INTO BULLETS"; "U.S. AGENCY RECORDSITS BLOODIEST DAY ."

That day’ s ninety-minute gun battle between the government and religious zeal ots left two federal agents
dead and twenty-two othersinjured (two of them with gunshot wounds so severe they died within hours).
Six Davidians had also been killed. The ensuing stand-off, which was placed under FBI jurisdiction,
lasted fifty-one days. Confusion, rather than expertise, plagued government officials as FBI negotiators
and their advisors continually clashed with FBI tacticians over how to resolve the siege.

Then, in the early morning hours of April 19, 1993, the FBI mobilised several tank-like vehicles that
punched huge holes into the walls of the Davidian’s poorly constructed domicile. Subsequently, tear gas
was injected through the newly made gaps in order to force the Davidians from their stronghold. But the
government had failed to calculate one factor into their decision: religious fervour.

Six hours after the introduction of tear gas, tiny puffs of smoke began to seep through one of the
compounds many second-story windows. Minutes later, the entire structure was engulfed in flames and
the world watched in horror as the Branch Davidian fortress burst into a city block-sized funeral pyre.

David Koresh and nearly one hundred of hisfollowers, including approximately two dozen children, met
atorturous end. Coroner reports indicated that although many Davidians had perished from the flames
and smoke inhalation, a significant number of them, including Koresh himself, had died from single
gunshot wounds to the head. Among the dead were several well-educated individuals: an attorney, a
nurse, an engineer, and aformer police officer.

Recorded conversations made with government listening devices hidden by the FBI prior to the fire
revealed that the Davidians started the conflagration by spreading and igniting flammable liquid in the
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building. Why would they do such athing? The answer is ssmple: fire played amajor rolein their
understanding of the biblical features of eschatology (doctrine of the end times, or last things).

According to notes scribbled in the margins of a Bible owned by Koresh follower Robyn Bunds, one of
Koresh’swives, Koresh linked Armageddon (which he believed would be a confrontation with the
government) to the sixth seal mentioned in Revelation 6:12, 17. 21 He then tied this seal of judgement to
passages such as Joel 2:1-5 and Jeremiah 50. Koresh even quoted Jeremiah 50:22 to the FBI in an Apiril
9 letter he sent out from the compound.

Verses 24-25 and 32 of that passage read as follows: "I have laid a snare for thee ... thou hast striven
against the Lord. The Lord hath opened hisarmoury. ... | will kindle afirein his cities, and it shall
devour all round about him." Interestingly, in an April 13 interview with the Los Angeles Times, FBI
agent Bob Ricks mentioned that Koresh had warned them that they would be "devoured by fire" if they
did not listen to him. 22

Several other verses highlighted in Robyn’ s Bible are noteworthy, given the events of the siege’ s last
day:

Theday of the Lordisat hand ... every man’'s
heart shall melt ... their faces shall be as
flames* (Isaiah 13:6-9).

His throne was like the fiery flame, and his
wheels are burning fire. A fiery stream issued
and came forth before him" (Daniel 7:9-10).

The Lord will roar from Zion ... and the top of
Carmel shall wither. ... | will send fire" (Amos
1:2-7).

Next to Amos 1:7, Robyn had written the words, "The fire that will cleanse." Even more significant was a
link that Robyn had made in her Bible from Amos 2 to Isaiah 4:

When the Lord shall have washed away the filth
of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged
the blood of Jerusalem ... by the spirit of
judgement, and by the spirit of burning. And the
Lord will create upon every dwelling place of
mount Zion ... acloud and smoke by day, and a
shining of flaming fire by night: for upon all the
glory shall be adefence” (Isaiah 4:4-5).
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CHAPTER 15 The Apocalyptic Cults

Next to the portion of Isaiah that reads, "washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion," Robyn had
written, "CHANGE THE DNA." Beside the phrase, "a cloud and 